


SERVICES 
 

 

Sunday 3rd April 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 10.00 am Parish Eucharist (CW) 

  President: The Vicar, Minister & Preacher: 

  Rev. Nicholas Burton 
 

 10.00 am Family Service at the  

  Church Centre + Zoom 

  Lead: Tim Cripps 

  Link: Liz Goddard 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP) 

  Minister & Preacher: Tim Cripps  

 
  

Sunday 10th April 

Palm Sunday 
 10.00 am Parish Eucharist with Baptism (CW) 

  President & Preacher: The Vicar 

  Minister: Tim Cripps 
 

 10.00 am Family Service  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  Lead: Rev. Nicholas Burton 

  Link: Wendy Anderson 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP)  

  Minister & Preacher: The Vicar 

 

Monday 11th  

  8.00 pm Stations of the Cross 

   

 

Tuesday 12th April 

8.00 pm  Compline with Homily 
  Tim Cripps 

 

Wednesday 13th April 

8.00 pm  Compline with Homily 

  Minister: The Vicar,  
  Preacher: Rev. Nicholas Burton 

 

Thursday 14th April 
  8.00 pm Eucharist with Washing of Feet (CW) 
  President; The Vicar,  
  Minister & Preacher: Tim Cripps 

 

Friday 15th April 

Good Friday 

  9.45 am Procession of Witness in the Village 

  The Vicar 

 

11.30 am Family Service at the Church Centre 

   

  2.00 pm Devotional Hour - Parish Church 

  Ministers: The Vicar,  
  Rev. Nicholas Burton, Tim Cripps 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 17th April 

Easter Day 
 10.00 am Festival Eucharist 

  President: The Vicar,  

  Minister & Preacher: Tim Cripps 
 

 10.00 am Family Service with Holy Communion  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  President: Rev. Nicholas Burton 

  Link: Viv Littlechild 
 

 6.30 pm Readings and Music for Easter 

  Minister & Preacher: The Vicar 
 

Sunday 24th April 

The First Sunday after Easter 
 10.00 am Matins (BCP) 

  Minister & Preacher: Tim Cripps 

 

10.00 am  Family Service with Holy Communion  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  President: The Vicar 

  Link: Susan Powley 
 

 6.30 pm Parish Eucharist (CW) 

  President: Rev Nicholas Burton, 

  Preacher: The Vicar 

 

 

DIARY 
 

Saturday 9th April 

  9.30 – 12 noon Working Party at the Church Centre 
12 noon Ukrainian Fundraiser at the  
 Church Centre, afternoon & evening 

7 pm Rusthall Community Cinema  
 Four Weddings and a Funeral (1994) Cert 15 

 

Thursday 14th April  
 3.00 pm Parish Fellowship  
  at the Church Centre 
 

Thursday 21st April 
 8.00 pm APCM at the Church Centre and  
  via Zoom 
 

Saturday 23rd April 
7 pm Rusthall Community Cinema 
 Dead Poet’s Society (1989) PG 
 

Thursdays throughout the month 
12 for 12.30  Rusthall Lunch Club at the  
  Church Centre 
 

 



From the Vicarage 
 
Dear Friends 

 
Thank you very much for your continued support of and involvement in the life and ministry of the parish. 
Special thanks to those who joined me during the day on Ash Wednesday as we prayed for the peace of the 
world. Needless to state that we specifically prayed about the fighting in Ukraine. I wrote a prayer for this 
which is still available at both churches. Please keep praying – that there will soon be a cease fire and that we 
would find more ways of supporting the Ukrainian people and, indeed, all who suffer in various ways. 
 
Writing about finding more ways to help, I was contacted recently by Alex Sejdia, a resident of Rusthall – 
and a neighbour who works with charities and the largest refugee camp in Poland. She would be grateful for 
any help you could offer, ranging from financial support to taking part in the Homes for Ukraine Scheme 
which has just been launched by the government. Her details are: Tel.  07925009500; email: -
basejdia@gmail.com. 
 
Most of you (especially those who worship at the 

Parish Church) would have noticed the weekly 
changes occurring around the Church grounds, thanks 
to the Tuesday Group. The church doesn’t pay for 
their labour but we have to buy the materials 
(including some tools) that they need to embark on the 
transformative work that we have all seen over the 
months and years. Visitors to the Church have been 
commenting on how lovely and pristine the church 
grounds look. We are grateful to them for all that they 
have done and continue to do. 
 
This Lent, we’ve been encouraged to read the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 2022 entitled 
‘Embracing Justice’ – copies of which are available at 

the Parish Office. I have also been reflecting on Jesus’ 
statement that those who want to be his followers 
must ‘deny themselves’ and ‘take up their cross’ 
(daily) and follow him (Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23). 
Among other things, Jesus’ statement suggests that to 
follow him requires that we renounce our own agenda 
and humbly align ourselves with God’s will. This is 
not a ‘one-off’ act but something that continues 
throughout our lives. I wonder what it is that I should 
shun today in order to be better/more aligned with 
God’s will. There is, of course the interminable issue 
of determining God’s will in every situation – and self-denial may mean different things in different contexts.  
 
Interestingly though, St Paul suggests that one way to know and be aligned with God’s will is by not 

conforming ‘to the pattern of this world’ but instead to be ‘transformed by the renewing’ of our minds 
(Romans 12:2). It’s only after this transformation and renewal that we will be able to not only embrace God’s 
way of ‘sorting things out’ but to also be at peace.   
 
So as we journey through this Lent, I continue to ask that the Holy Spirit who searches and knows all about 
us and intercedes for us in ways that are in keeping with the will of God may transform and renew us daily so 
that we me have all it takes to carry our cross daily as faithful disciples of Christ. Amen. 
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G. S. Anderson 
      Gardening and Maintenance 

Service 
 

 

 

 

Do you need help with your gardening  

or decorating? 

 

Cannot manage the mowing? 

Fed up with the weeding? 

Want to cut out the pruning? 

Need small decorating jobs done? 

 

Why not give me a call – I will do most 

gardening and decorating jobs  

 

Contact me on 01892 532922 

or 07879 245793 

to discuss your needs 

BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFÉ AND 

MARKET 
(first Saturday of every month except January) 

 

    Saturday 2 April 

    Saturday 7 May 

 

 

 

10am – 12.30pm 

BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

Meet your friends at “The Stage” café, enjoy 

filter coffee, tea and a piece of delicious 

homemade cake, or a warm sausage roll. 
 

Produce for sale at the market includes: bread, 

free range eggs, pasties and other baked 

savouries, cakes, scones, preserves, honey, 

wild bird food plus other exciting goodies.  
 

If you are interested in having a stall in the future 

please contact: Jacki 01892 740337 
 
 

Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose 
sole purpose is to promote and maintain the hall for 

the enjoyment of and benefit of the community 



From the Editorial Team 

 
April has arrived with longer days, warmer weather and signs of spring appearing everywhere, the daffodils 

along the Langton Road seem particularly good this year..  However, the world seems to be a worrying place 
at the moment.  Although legal restrictions to control Covid19 have been lifted, it is still very much with us, 
with a rocketing number of cases and new variants of concern.  Omicron has replaced Delta as the most 
common variant circulating and a hybrid of the two, Deltacron, is under investigation.  A second variation of 
Omicron, BA.2, or ‘Stealth Omicron’ is proving to be much more transmissible even than Omicron, with a 
basic reproduction number of 12, like measles, rather than the 3 of the original Coronavirus.  Fortunately the 
effectiveness of vaccination is holding and the spike in cases has not resulted in a corresponding high spike in 
serious illness and death.  It is causing difficulties with so many people unable to work, though.  I had to dash 
to London to take care of my grandson, whose nursery was closed because so many of their staff had Covid, 
and I am again working on the magazine alone as Sue has Covid too.  Any mistakes this month will therefore 
be my own, whereas we are not sure how we managed to leave 2 pages out of the magazine last month.  Sincere 
apologies to Fiona Johnson and Elsie Emes for omitting their articles.  I will try to do better this time!   
 
If a pandemic is not enough to cope with, we now have war between Russia and the Ukraine to worry about.  

It is difficult to take in the scale of destruction in parts of Ukraine, especially where the sites bombed include 
hospitals, housing and shelters.  It is no wonder that so many women and children are fleeing their homes to 
seek refuge in neighbouring countries.  How awful that must be.  However, the Ukrainian forces have put up 
much greater resistance than might have been expected and their President - a comic-actor turned politician 
considered inexperienced and something of a lightweight -  has galvanised his country’s defences.  Having 
watched the iron curtain come down in 1987 and the era of hope brought about by Perestroika and Glasnost, 
it is hard to watch the barriers of separation and isolation being re-established.   
 
We can get some respite from our woes in the celebration of Easter.  I actually enjoy the rather thoughtful or 
even sad music of lent and Passiontide, but this is then replaced by the Hosannas of Palm Sunday and the joy 
of Easter day.  I can’t tell you how lovely it is to be rehearsing music as a full choir.  The new technology is 
invaluable and it was wonderful to be able to reduce our isolation by coming together online, but oh my, trying 
to sing a complicated anthem when you can’t hear anyone else singing is just a nightmare!  
  

Many volunteers make essential contributions to the running of our churches.  This month I think we should 
give special recognition to the gardening team who have made a wonderful job of edging the path to the church 
and exposing the full width of the original cobbled path to the north porch.  It is looking wonderful. 
 
Best wishes for a peaceful Easter.  Please could we have your articles for the May magazine by Easter Day. 
 

 
Deborah Bruce and Sue Hare 
 

 

 

 

 

From The Registers 
 

At rest – the sympathy of the Parish is extended to the family and friends of: 

Nicholas Scott Jeffery 

John Aeron Davies  



 
 

 

 

 



Churchwarden’s Notes 

 

Dear fellow Parishioners 

Thankfully, there is nothing vital to report this 
month, although we do apologise for the lack of 
heating at the Parish Church for three consecutive 

Sundays.  New parts have been ordered and should 
be arriving shortly. 

We are endeavouring to make good the storm 
damage on the Parish church roof which has 
required much discussion with the roofers and our 
insurance company. 

The loft  stairs to the Parish church roof and a new 
trap door means access to and from the roof is 
significantly  easier and safer. 

Both of us feel that our day to day issues pale into 
insignificance, whilst the suffering and horror of the 
Ukrainian war is still in progress, our usual 

humerous little quips would be out of place. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the victims of 
this senseless war, our hopes are for a swift 
conclusion to all unnecessary bloodshed. 

Love and Peace 

May and Clive 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

and Meeting for Election of 

Churchwardens 

 
Thursday 21st April at 8pm 

at the Church Centre  

 
The APCM is your annual opportunity to be 
involved in the running of the Parish.  It should 
properly be considered as two meetings.  The first is 
for the Election of Churchwardens and is open to 
all persons on the Parish Electoral Roll and also 
anyone who lives in the Parish who is entered on 
the local electoral register.  The second, which 
follows on immediately,  is the APCM, which may 
be attended by anyone who is on the Parish 

Electoral Roll.  This meeting will include 
appointments of representatives to the Parochial 
Church Council (PCC), Deanery Synod and 
officers of the parish such as PCC Secretary and 
Treasurer.  The church’s accounts are presented and 
an Independent Auditor is appointed.  Proceedings 
of the PCC and activities of the parish generally are 
presented and there is an opportunity for 
discussion. 

The meetings will be held at the Church Centre (in 
the church rather than the hall) and can be attended 
in person.  Attendance via Zoom will also be 
arranged.  Please check the weekly leaflets for 

details of how to join virtually.   

 

 

 

Magazine Article Deadlines 
 

17th April for May 
15th May for June 

12th June for July/August 

14th August for September 
11th September for October 
16th October for November 

13th November for December/January 2023 
 
The time between the deadline and magazine issue is to allow for typing, formatting, proofreading, and 
compiling the magazine.  These all take time and have to be fitted around the volunteer editorial team’s other 
commitments.  We would therefore be very grateful if you would keep to the deadlines set.  Please send items 
for publication to magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk.  
 
Magazines are posted on the Parish website by the 1st of the month.  Photocopies of the magazine can be made 
available to those who cannot access the magazine online.  Please contact Ginette di Palma at the 
Church Office (TW 521447) to arrange production and collection/delivery. 

mailto:magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk




Down the Garden Path 

‘There is so much good in the worst of us, 

And so much bad in the best of us 
That it doesn’t become any of us 
To criticise the rest of us!’ 

 
Did your parents remind you of this? Mine did – 
quite often! My thoughts turned to this advice 
recently when a nettle managed to push its way up 
my trouser-leg! After a cup of coffee and some 
soothing ointment (which was no help at all!!) I 
decided to think of something good about Urtica 
dioica. 
 

Red Admiral on Urtica dioica. 

 
Apart from being told that nettle soup is tasty and 

nutritious I only knew that Red Admiral butterflies 
lay their eggs on nettles – as do other insects – and 
their larvae feed safely on the leaves, which are 
avoided by cows as their sensitive noses avoid the 
stinging hairs. I next thought that there must be 
something more interesting to find out about this 
plant, so I did a bit of research and now know that:  
 
Nettles are either male or female; however, their 
pollen is not collected and mixed by insects but 
blown by the wind and mixed by chance; if you 
look closely and carefully you can see the delicate 
catkins of the female nettle which are fertilised by 
an ‘explosion’ of pollen launched from a minute 
capsule on the male. 
 
The tough fibres from the stems have been used for 
weaving textiles. A piece of woven nettle-cloth, 
found in Denmark was proven to be 2,800 years 
old! 
 
The sting is delivered when the tiny hairs on the 
leaves are brushed against and broken. 
 
Dock leaves are said to alleviate the pain of a 
nettle sting; however, this has never worked for 
me! 
 

Nettles thrive on soil containing plenty of 
phosphates which – so say the historians - is why 
they are often found on castle walls and 

surrounding areas where human waste was 
thrown! 
 

Volunteer cutting down nettles at Kilwaughter Castle, 

Northern Ireland. 

 
Roman soldiers were said to have flogged 
themselves with nettles (known as urtification, 
which sounds very much like hurtification!!) to 
alleviate the pain of rheumatism caused by the 
coldness of Scotland. I also dislike cold weather 
but don’t intend to try that method of warming –
up. 
 

So, this common plant has more to tell us than its 
well known message: ‘Treat me with respect or I 
will have to remind you that I am really quite 
interesting.’! 
 

Elsie Emes 

 

PS I have 

accumulated 
far too many 

plastic plant 
pots!  Would 

anybody like 
some?  Please 
email me if 

you would like 
some via 

magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk  
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The Parish Fellowship 
 
Our meeting this month, on Thursday March 10th 

at 3 pm was on a lovely sunny afternoon, with 
quite a good number attending. 
 

We welcomed the Rev Nick Cornwell, vicar of 

Christ Church, Southborough, to give us a talk.  
He was a very good speaker, with a nice clear 
voice, which was easy to hear, always bonus in a 
speaker!  He began by saying that many people did 
not know what a vicar does, apart from being in 
charge of his/her church. He then went on to tell 
us how he became a vicar, starting with startling 
information that originally he was not a Christian, 
and his family did not believe in God, and never 
went to church! 
 
But later on, after studying at university, he went 
with a friend to a church service, and felt that this 
was what he had been looking for, and found that 

he was becoming a Christian.  He had not known 
what to do with his life, but came to feel that he 
was now in a better place. Eventually he applied 
for ordination.  After that, he told us about the 
churches he had been attached to,  finally coming 
to Southborough where he has been for 3 years. 
 
All this was interspersed with many amusing 
anecdotes, and altogether it was a very 
entertaining talk, if with a serious undercurrent. 
 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 14th April 
at 3 pm, when we will have a Lent talk from 

Rev Helen Warmington from the United Reform 
Church. 
 

All are welcome. 
 
Gillian Penny 
 

 

Historic Churches of Kent and their 

history 

Part 12 - Tonbridge 

My last visit was to Tonbridge.  In Saxon language 
‘Ton’ means Ten and it is believed that the Saxons 
originally settled ten families around the castle 

area.  Tonbridge had a lot going for it with the 
River Medway providing trade routes and access 
to London.  It also provided a route to Canterbury, 
which in the 6th century was the first place in Kent 
to have a Christian church.   

By 668 the authority of Canterbury had become 
firmly established and this brought about the idea 
of uniting into one Anglo-Saxon Church.  
Archbishop Theodore increased the number of 
bishops and began subdividing the county to 
ensure that all communities should learn more 
about the Christian faith.  At the beginning this 
system worked through the Lord of the Manor 

who would have a church on his estate, but as time 
went this grew into the Parish system that we 
know today.  Rochester was one of the nine 
monasteries founded by Archbishop Theodore  the 
county and today many of our churches in this 
part of Kent are in the diocese of Rochester which 
is the case for the parish church of Tonbridge – St. 
Peter and St. Paul. 

It is probable that on the site where St. Peter and 
St. Paul now stands there was a Saxon preaching 
place which would have been marked by a wooden 
cross.  Monks from nearby monasteries would 
have visited to teach the surrounding communities 
about the Bible.  Certainly there was a Saxon 
chapel here by 1066 and some Saxon brickwork 
remains on the outside north wall of the chancel. 

The importance of the position of Tonbridge did 
not go unnoticed by the Normans and the castle 
was built by the de Clare family in the 11th century 
and the church very soon after.  This was a small 
building and the present Chancel is built around it 
and there is still the tracing of a Norman window 
in the vestry.  By 1100 Tonbridge was the centre of 
the largest Parish in Kent and in 1148 the de Clare 
family handed the right of appointment of church 
offices to the Knights Hospitallers of Jerusalem, so 
linking Tonbridge to the Crusades. 



 

St Peter and St Paul’s Church is tucked away behind the 
High Street, down a small lane. 

As Tonbridge grew in size and importance they 
gained their own monastery.  The Priory of St 
Mary Magdalene was founded by Richard de 
Clare of Tonbridge Castle in 1124 and the Black 
Canons who lived there became regular preachers 

in Tonbridge and the surrounding area. 

A major change came about with the 16th century 
reformation and many of the interior items of the 
church were destroyed.  The Priory was another 
victim and the doors were closed for the last time 
in February 1525.  In 1553 Sir. Andrew Judd 
provided what we know today as Tonbridge 
School and from its foundation to the building of 
its own chapel in 1850 boys crossed the road for 
Sunday worship at St. Peter and St. Paul and by 
1663 a special gallery was built to accommodate 
them. 

During the Reformation there was much 

persecution and Tonbridge did not escape.  In 
1555 Margery Polley was burnt at the stake and 
there is memorial to her in Tonbridge High Street 
and she was not the only one.  In the 1600’s 
Tonbridge continued to grow in importance as a 
town and it was at this time that Tunbridge Wells 
began to develop as a spa town – becoming 
popular after Charles I went to ‘take the waters’ in 
1630.  By the 18th century there was a general 
decline in the Church of England and little was 
done to the church of St. Peter and St. Paul.  
Although as the Jacobite rebellions began many 
churches began to display the King’s coat of arms 
and this can be seen above the balcony at the back 

of the church.  However the church was still a 
central part of the town and the town fire engine 
was kept in the church porch from 1747. 

One perhaps amusing sign that the church showed 
concern for the community is that the accounts of 
the church wardens show that in 1775 an umbrella 
was purchased to see members of the congregation 
to their carriages on wet Sundays.  In 1774 eight 
new bells were purchased and these still ring 
today. 

The Victorian era saw a lot of restoration and 
rebuilding work being done on the church and this 
has been continued to provide kitchen, committee 
rooms, cloakrooms etc in line with worship in the 
present day. 

 

Daphne Pilcher  

 

 

 

Our Strange Language 

 



A Musical Note 
 

 
 

The choir have sung two wonderful choral 
evensong services in recent weeks.  On Sunday 13th 
February we started with ‘Beati quorum via’ by 
Stanford as the introit and then sang the responses 
by Reading, the canticles were by Dyson in D major 
and the anthem was ‘O Lorde the maker of al thing’ 
by Joubert.  None of this music was new to the choir 
but due to covid it has been a while since we sang 
some of it and therefore it has meant relearning 
things that we thought we knew quite well!  Dyson 
in D is actually quite tricky and has lots of difficult 
entries for the choir.  It is also counted in minims 
which visually makes it harder I think; but it is an 
amazing setting and is definitely one of my 
favourites.   
 

On 6th March we sang the anthem ‘Hear my 
prayer’ by Mendelssohn (which also includes ‘O for 
the wings of a dove’).  Emma Robson sang the solo 
sections beautifully.  She has become a confident 
and accomplished singer since joining the choir as 
a junior. 
 
The junior choir had a wonderful pancake party in 
the lodge where they all managed to eat an 
incredible number of pancakes! They were also 
helped to make a pancake themselves and then had 
to toss it which had mixed results with a few 
landing on the floor! My thanks to Ginette who 
cooked with the children and to all of the other 
adults who came and helped with the washing up, 

the tidying up and serving the children their 
pancakes which ensured that the children had a 
lovely evening.  
 
Here are some photos of the pancake tossing. 
 

      

       
 

      
 
We have been starting to learn the music for Easter 
week at choir practice in these last few weeks. It is 
especially exciting this year as we have not been 
able to have our Service of Readings and Music for 
Easter for the last two years due to Covid.  Last year 
we did do an online service (which was fortunately 
the last service the choir had to record from home) 
but this year it will be great to be able to do the 
service properly and we are very much looking 
forward to it. The service is on Easter Sunday 
(17th April) at 6.30 pm and is followed by 
refreshments, so do come along if you are able to 
do so.  We are also hoping to be able to have a light-
hearted summer concert this year and a more 
formal concert later in the year as well, possibly in 
October, so there are lots of things to look forward 
to.  
 
Since my last article we have welcomed Lucia 
Haslam and Flora Moodley as full members of the 
choir, having completed their probationary periods.  
They are both excellent young singers and I am so 
pleased that they have joined the junior choir. We 
have also welcomed Bradley Collins and Alasdair 
Friend into the adult section of the choir and they 
are both superb musicians with Alasdair also being 
one of our organists.  
 
However, as always we are looking for more people 
to join the choir and in particular to join the junior 
choir.  So if you have a child aged between seven 

and twelve who enjoys singing, parties, outings, 
sweets (when not in lent) and who would like to 
make new friends, then why not send them along to 



choir practice, 6.30pm - 8pm on a Friday and see 
how they get on.  The children mostly sing for the  
10am service on a Sunday with only a few of them 
singing for the 6.30pm services although for choral 
evensongs and big services we do encourage the 
children to come along and sing.  
 
The choir is affiliated to the Royal School of 
Church Music and the juniors do get a good 
grounding in how to read music and sing, in 
addition to the opportunity to sing as part of a 4 or 
8 part choir.  Their progress is shown by the medals 
they wear, first light blue, then dark blue and red.  
Beyond that some of our choristers have gone on to 
take the RSCM Bronze, Silver and Gold awards, 
which are externally examined.  You can spot their 
larger medals on green, purple and red ribbons. 
 
Fiona Johnson 

Dates for your diary 

• Sunday 17th April 2022: 6.30pm - Service of 

Readings and Music for Easter  

• Saturday 21st May 2022: The Choir sing 
Evensong at Norwich Cathedral  

• Saturday 25th June 2022: The Choir sing 
Evensong at Southwark Cathedral 

• Monday 1st - Friday 5th August 2022: Choir 
Camp 

• Sunday 7th August: 5.30pm - Junior Choir 
Choral Evensong  

• Sunday 27th November: 6.30pm - Service of 
Readings and Music for Advent  

• Sunday 18th December: 6.30pm - Service of 
Nine Lessons and Carols  

 
 

 
 

Selecting Hymns 
 

Surely this can’t be how it’s done at St Paul’s? 
 

 



 



Have You Met A Giant? 

So, what is a giant? 

Someone, who has benefited mankind and has 
changed fundamentally the field in which he or she 
is active, either on a national or international scale. 

 

Such a person is Dame Cicely Saunders, whom I 
met in 1981.  It made such an impression on me, 
that I can still remember it in detail and the three 
points she made about hospices in general and 
St. Christopher's in particular. 

They were that a hospice should be a spiritual place 
and a ‘home from home’, that volunteers were a 
vital part of  the running of  the hospice and they 
should be themselves and they brought fresh air into 
St Christopher's and finally that amidst the sadness 
of  losing a close friend or a relative there was the 
opportunity of  resolving problems within a group. 

I met Dame Cicely shortly after moving to London. 
At the time I had little idea of  who she was and the 
contribution she had made to humanity.  So what 
was her background and how did she contribute to 
the improving of  care for the terminally ill? 

Dame Cicely came from a wealthy family, attending 

Roedean School.  Her father disapproved of  her 
desire to be a nurse so she started a Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics degree at Oxford 
University. However, she abandoned this course 
and trained as a nurse in London during the  Second 
World War.  Two years after the end of  the war she 
qualified as a Medical Social Worker and in the 50's 
she trained as a doctor at St. Thomas's Hospital 
Medical School and qualified with honours in 
surgery in 1957. 

In the 50's most  people died in hospitals rather than 
in their own homes.  This change reflected the 
number of  treatments available in hospitals, but the 

medical profession increasingly saw death as failure.  
Cancer was the most feared diagnosis and there 
were few painkillers.  Morphine was considered 

addictive and too dangerous to use often, 
consequently patients were often left to suffer 
considerable pain. Hospices were oases of  
dedicated nursing care for the terminally ill, but 
they were not what we now consider to be modern 
palliative care. 

Dame Cicely founded St Christopher's in 1967 as 
the first modern hospice linking expert pain and 
symptom control, compassionate care for patients 
and their relatives, teaching and clinical research.  It 
was a pioneer in the field of  palliative medicine, 
which is now established worldwide. 

Led by Dame Cicely, St Christopher's set out to 
discover practical solutions and to disseminate 
them widely.  This hospice in South-East London 
was committed to education and research, as well 
as excellence in clinical care.  It was this 
combination of  science, care and sharing of  
experiences, which identified St. Christopher's as 
the start of  the modern hospice movement. 

The holistic approach of  caring for a patient's 
physical, spiritual and psychological wellbeing 
marked a new beginning, not only for the care of  
the dying, but for the practice of  medicine as a 
whole. 

Dame Cicely's strong Christian faith was a 
fundamental factor in her commitment to the dying 

and remained an anchor throughout her life. 

She received many honours and awards for her 
work, including numerous honorary degrees, a 
Gold Medal for services to medicine and the 
Onassis Prize for services to humanity.  Dame 
Cicely was made a Dame of  the British Empire in 
1979 and awarded the Order of   Merit in 1989. 

What a privilege to have met such a 'Giant', whose 
work continues in Sydenham, in the hospice she 
created. 

Chris Reece 

 

St Christopher’s Hospice, Sydenham 



World Day of Prayer 

It has been difficult to know what to  include from 
the vast amount of material for the World Day of 

Prayer.  These prayers and reflections were written 
last year when we were in semi- lockdown and 
some reflect this time of our lack of certainty in the 
future, but at the same time they give us hope in 
God our protector.  

I trust they will be helpful to you.  May I suggest 
that we light a candle of hope as we share this time 
of Meditation and Prayer.  

Pat Stevens 

 

 

The World Day of Prayer is celebrated all over the 
world in seven regions.  This year the theme and 
prayers were put together by the people of 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  Scotland is 
also part of the United Kingdom but has its own 
World Day of Prayer organisation. 

We rejoice that, although we have many things in 
common,  we are a diverse people. Over the years 
the British Isles has welcomed people from all 
corners of the earth, some who have chosen to 
come and others who are refugees fleeing from 
persecution in their own lands. 

Today we are a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-
faith society. We are proud of our diversity and 
culture.  

We rejoice in the variety of natural beauty found 
in the British Isles: its mountains and craggy 
moorlands, its fertile fields and pastureland,  its 
rolling downs and spectacular coastal scenery,  its 
small islands.  

The theme of our meditation today is Gods 
promise, found in the book of Jeremiah: ' I know 
the plans I have for you'.  Focusing on freedom,  
forgiveness,  justice  and Gods peace, let us see 

how this promise can be a sign of hope for all 
people.  

The following are prayers and poems taken from 

the World Day of Prayer booklet ' Together in 
Prayer '. 

The first Prayer I have chosen is by Lee 
Battle  who speaks to God about the conflict in his 
heart.  Although this was written  long before the 
terrible war in Ukraine, I think maybe it’s how 
some of us may feel. 

 

God 

I come before you with a conflicted heart.  
Thoughts of exile leave my heart heavy. 
A God who seems to punish his people , leads me 

sad and confused. 
I cannot fathom a God who exercises power by the 
forced movement of people.  
If you remained, you were good. 
If you were forced out then you were evil.  
My God, my God cherishes people and 
 loves them just as they are. 
Does that mean you have got it wrong? 
I don't know enough truth to answer that. 
 
And so I pray to you, the God I know, 
the God I love. 
 
Give me courage to sit in this discomfort  

and not try to force it to be good. 
Let this fuel my Compassion for those 
people who in my context are in exile or  
deemed unworthy.  
 
I pray for you to be with those people.  
I pray  that you will feed my soul as I look  
to find out what justice means for them and act 
upon it. 
 
In your name, our God of love.  
Amen 
 



 

 

I know the plans I have for you 
Plans which you do not yet know: 
Plans to prosper you, not to harm you, 
Plans to give you hope and a future.  
So whatever you are going through right now  
Be assured that I am with you,  

And that           Rainbow days will be ahead. 

My child:  
Hold on to these promises in your heart  
And know, as your Father God, I love you.      

                                           By Louise Bowes 

 

O Lord, hear my prayer  
O Lord hear my prayer. 
When I call answer me. 
 
O Lord,  hear My prayer 
O Lord, hear My prayer. 
Come and listen to me. 

 

Longing for light 
 

Longing for light, we wait in  darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you.  

Make us your own,  your holy people,  

light for the World to see. 

 
Christ, be our Light! 
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our Church today.  
 

Longing for peace,  our world is troubled.  

Longing for hope, many despair.  

Your world alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  
 

Christ, be our light! ... 
 

Longing for food,  many are hungry.  

Longing for water,  many still first. 

 Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. 
 
Christ be our light!... 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  

Longing for warmth,  many are cold.  

Make us your building, sheltering others,  

walls made of living stone.  
 

Christ be our light!.... 
 

Many the gifts, many the people,  

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another,  

making your kingdom come.  
 
Christ be our light!.... 
                                     
                                 Bernadette Farrell (1957 ) 
 



 
 

MR JOLLY CHIMNEY SWEEP 
27 Apsley Street, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8NU 

 

Tel: 01892 618324       Mobile: 07752 130577 
 

Honest Reliable Friendly Service 

Free Smoke Test, Certificate Issued 

No Mess, No Fuss 

 

 

 

Please help us to preserve the church buildings 

and ministry by leaving a legacy to St Paul’s 

Rusthall in your will. 

 

Thank you 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easy Payment Terms 
 

Income from magazine sales is 
important to us at St Paul’s.  If 
everyone paid the £1 cover charge 

we would raise over £1500 a year, 
which would not only cover the cost  

 
of producing the magazine but also 

contribute to other costs such as 
leasing the photocopier.   
 

If you often find yourself fumbling 
for the right change, perhaps you 

might like to pay in advance for a 

year’s “subscription”, 10 issues for 

the sum of £10, (you might even feel 
tempted to be more generous!)  
Your contributions are much 

appreciated. 
 

Please make cheques payable to 
St Paul’s Church, Rusthall and send 

them to the Parish Office 

Tamarix Holiday Bungalow 
Winchelsea Beach 

 
 

 
 

Tamarix is a 2 bedroom Visit England Accredited 
bungalow situated in a no-through road, and set in a 
large fenced shingle and grassed garden. It is ideal for 
those looking for a quiet and comfortable self-catering 
accommodation to enjoy a tranquil break along the 
stunning Sussex coast.  Sleeping four, the cottage can 
be used for a wonderful family holiday or just a cosy 
break for two.  Pets are welcome by arrangement and 
Tamarix is perfectly situated for walking, bird watching, 
cycling, and the beach. 
 
Holidays are on a weekly basis only in high season, but 
short breaks may be possible at other times. 
 

Weeks for 2022 (April to October) are available from  
£430 per week 

 

Please call 01892 528538 or email 
karen_miller_2@hotmail.co.uk  

for more information. 

 
 

We are your local family run 

Estate Agents 
based in Rusthall High Street 

 
We offer a good, personal and 

professional service with 
competitive fees and flexible 

contract terms. 
 

Call us today for a FREE Market 
appraisal 

 

01892 515188 
sales@kmjproperty.co.uk 

 
 



Poems for April 
from Susan Barber 

 

Our hearts and prayers are with all those parts of our world where there is trouble and war. We are thinking 
of Ukraine and its people, and the people of Russia.  In the summer of 1996, sunflowers were planted by 
officials from Ukraine, Russia, and the US, at the Pervomaysk missile base in southern Ukraine in a 
ceremony celebrating Ukraine’s abandonment of the world’s third largest nuclear arsenal. This had been 
inherited by Ukraine following the collapse of the Soviet Union. The sunflower is the Ukrainian national 
flower, grown in most gardens, and often woven into the dresses women wear during celebration. It is deeply 
rooted in the country’s history, as the oil from sunflower seeds was a major component of the strict diet 
during the Ukrainian Orthodox Lent running up to Easter. It has become a symbol of Ukraine’s resistance, 
and of solidarity with Ukraine throughout the world. 
 
In March this year, the American poet Kim 
Stafford, wrote: 
 

Sunflower Seeds 

 

How many do you have? Enough 
to line the roads? Enough to give 
to others so they can fill the fields? 
Enough to plant in every bomb 
       crater, 
bullet hole? That would be too 
       many. 
 
If you have just one, one can spiral 
into a thousand in a halo of gold. 
Where will you hide it in the earth 
so every seed may declare peace 
         for 

a survivor’s knees at a brother’s  
         grave? 
 

 

The following lines from the English writer Leo 
Marks (1920-2001), also written in wartime, (1943) 
were originally a love poem for his girlfriend, 
shortly after her death. Reading it today it speaks 

also of the love of one Ukrainian for another, and 
for their homeland, and in a wider way for the All-
Enveloping Love that we mark at Easter. 
 

The Life That I Have 

 
The life that I have 
Is all that I have 
And the life that I have 
Is yours. 
 
The love that I have 
Of the life that I have 
Is yours and yours and yours. 

 
A sleep I shall have 
A rest I shall have 
Yet death will be but a pause. 
 
For the peace of my years 
In the long green grass 
Will be yours and yours and yours. 

 

 
And looking back even further, to eighth century 
China, these lines from the poet Li Bai, may 
resonate now in the hearts of those who are far 
from who and what they love. 
 

Quiet Night Thoughts 

 
I can see the moon on my floor. 
I think it looks like frost. 
I lift my head, look at the moon, 
Drop my head, remember home. 



The Amelia Scott Building Opens 

The Amelia Scott Building fills in the gaps between 

the library, museum and Adult Education Centre to 
provide additional space for an expansion of 
services, which is to be known as ‘The Amelia’.   

 

It is named after Tunbridge Wells resident Amelia 
Scott, who was born in Surrey in early 1860 but 
moved to Southborough shortly afterwards.  Her 
father died when she was still young and she and 
one of her sisters lived with her maternal 
grandmother and an aunt, her mother having 
remarried.  Although the family was reasonably 
well-off, Amelia became involved with social work 
and supported the peaceful campaign for women’s 
suffrage.  She founded a branch of the National 
Union of Women Workers in Tunbridge Wells and 
became a Poor Law Guardian.  Her duties in this 
role included inspecting the workhouse on the site 
of the Tunbridge Wells Hospital at Pembury, and 
the asylum at Barming.  This brought her into 
contact with a much wider section of society than 
might be expected of a genteel woman of 
independent means.  Led by a strong Christian 
faith, she championed the needs of the poor, new 
mothers – including unmarried mothers – and 
workhouse inmates.  She was concerned about the 
lack of housing for poor single mothers except in 

mixed boarding houses, so she raised sufficient 
funds to convert an old inn into a women’s hostel.  
She also raised the money to build a separate 
viewing room at the Workhouse mortuary, so that 
relatives could conduct a viewing in private. 

During the first World War Amelia organised 
volunteer women’s police patrols and canteens for 
the soldiers billeted in the area.  She set up a laundry 
to wash the soldiers’ clothes.  Immediately after the 
war Tunbridge Wells took in a large number of 
Belgium refugees and Amelia and her sister Louisa 
were both on the committee set up to welcome and 
assist them, earning the Golden Palm of the Order 
of the Crown of Belgium for her efforts.   

Armistice also saw women get the vote at last and 
Amelia led a procession of women through 
Tunbridge Wells to the Town Hall.  The following 

year, with her friend and colleague Susan Power, 
they became the first two women elected to the 
Royal Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.  As a 
councillor Amelia campaigned for the appointment 
of women police, better housing and the provision 
of a museum and library, so it is most appropriate 
that the new building is named after her.  She also 
raised money needed to purchase buildings for a 
maternity home, together with a hostel and day 
nursery for the children of widows, deserted wives 
and unmarried mothers.  By 1936 a third of local 
mothers had their babies there – including mine – 
and it was absorbed into the newly formed National 
Health Service in 1948. 

The Amelia will bring together the services 
provided by the library, museum and art gallery and 
Adult Education provision to create a cultural hub 
for the town.  It will open on 28th April 2022’ 

Deborah Bruce 

 

Tunbridge Wells Literary Festival 

Culture in Tunbridge Wells will be further 
enhanced by the town’s first ever Literary Festival, 

from Friday 29 April – Monday 2 May.  Several 
writers will be giving talks at The Assembly Hall 

and Trinity Theatre, including David Baddiel, Kate 
Humble and my school chum, Jo Brand. 

Jo Brand started life as a 
good girl, became a bad 
one for quite a bit, but 
now she’s gunning for 
Reformed ‘Man Hater’ 
turned National Disgrace. 
Being grumpy enables her 
to react in a perfectly 
reasonable way to things 
that in the past she would 
have suppressed for the 
sake of keeping the 

peace/being polite/not 
making someone angry. Starting comedy at thirty 
(and as an ex-psychiatric nurse) also meant she gave 
much less of a toss about what other people thought 
of her. 

The host of several TV shows including the award-
winning Channel 4 show, Through The Cakehole, 
Jo has made legendary appearances on many others 
from Have I Got News For You to Would I Lie To 
You to QI. 

She is married, has two daughters and lives in 
London.   



One of Britain’s most 
beloved comedians, as 
well as a prolific and 

celebrated author, 
screenwriter and 
presenter, David 
Baddiel is a 
phenomenal creative 
mind that has never 
been shy about voicing 
his socio-political 

concerns, always doing so with incredible 
eloquence and fearlessness. Appearing at the 
Assembly Hall Theatre as the Friday Night 
headliner for Tunbridge Wells Literary Festival, 
David will be discussing his most recent authorial 
venture, Jews Don’t Count. 

A powerful and justifiably angry polemic, Jews 
Don’t Count takes aim at the consistent hypocritical 
ignorance of, and even outright volatility toward, 
Jewish people, that exists within otherwise 
progressive circles and communities. In exploring 
his exhaustively curated and indisputably 
evidenced arguments, David will be obliging us all 
to check our own prejudices, regardless of how few 
we believe ourselves to harbour, and establishing 
these dialogues as a tool for genuine, imperative 
change 

Kate Humble, Kate 
Humble is a writer, 

smallholder, 
campaigner and one of 
the UK’s best-known 
TV presenters. She 
started her television 
career as a researcher, 
later presenting 
programmes such as 
‘Animal Park’, 
‘Springwatch’ and 

‘Autumnwatch’, ‘Lambing Live’, ‘Living with 
Nomads’, ‘Extreme Wives’, ‘Back to the Land’, ‘A 
Country Life for Half the Price’ and ‘Escape to the 
Farm’. Her other books include Friend for Life, 
Humble by Nature, A Year of Living Simply and 

Thinking on My Feet. 

Home Cooked is her debut cookbook and is a 
celebration of simple, seasonal home cooking full of 
flavour, comfort and joy. With more than 100 
recipes from Kate’s kitchen table, this is food to 
share from breakfast time to the evening meal – for 
lazy days, busy weeknights or gatherings, and 
everything in between. 

Deborah Bruce

Rusthall Community Cinema 

 

Four Weddings and a Funeral (1994) Cert 15 

Doors open: 7pm on Saturday 9th April 2022 
Director: Mike Newell 
Genre: Comedy, Drama, Romance 
Runtime: 117 mins 
Starring: Hugh Grant, Rowan Atkinson, Simon 
Callow, Andie MacDowell, James Fleet 
 

 
Dead Poets Society (1989) Cert PG 

Doors open: 7pm on Saturday 23rd April 2022 
Director: Peter Weir 
Genre: Comedy, Drama 
Runtime: 128 mins 
Starring: Robin Williams, Robert Sean Leonard, 
Ethan Hawke 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.RusthallVets.co.uk 
 

20 ASHLEY GARDENS, 
RUSTHALL, 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
KENT, TN4 8TU. 

Telephone (01892) 511715 
 

Monday to Friday 
9.00-11.00 am 4.30-6.30 pm 

Saturday 
9.00-11.00 am  closed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

E. R. HICKMOTT & SON 
 

         

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Members of N.A.F.D and S.A.I.F. 

The only long established family-owned funeral directors in Tunbridge Wells. 

 

Golden Charter Pre-payment funeral plans available. 

Owned and run by the family in Tunbridge Wells for six generations. 

Twenty-four hour emergency service – Qualified Funeral Directors. 

41, GROVE HILL ROAD 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Tel: (01892) 522462 (two lines) 
Fax: (01892) 533807 

 

Secretarial Services 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 High Street 
Rusthall 
TN4 8RL 

01892 515188 
suzanne@kmj-secretarial-services.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

Faxing 
Photocopying 

Typing 
Handmade Greetings Cards 

Stationery Items 



Activity Pages 
 
A Word Search with First Names.  At the end you will be left with nine unused letters.  These will spell out 

the name of our Queen. 
 

C H R I S T O P H E R A 

L Y O E B U A I O A N N 

A L L L I U S I Z D H G 

R A I I L E M A R K O E 

E C V L L Y G E N H J L 

I I E L O D W R A A O A 

S R R D O R R N O I L C 

L E A O R R N A S E B C 

E T E A J A A A H T G E 

O A L A H R W C A C A B 

H P N D I V A D N V I E 

H E N R Y R A M E S O R 

 

ANDREW ANGELA BILL 

CAROL CHRISTOPHER CLARE 

DAVID EDWARD ERICA 

ELSIE EVA GEORGE 

HANNAH HENRY HOLLY 

JANE JOAN JOHN 

LEO LILY LORNA 

LOIS MARJORIE MARK 

OLIVER PAT PAUL 

RACHEL RALPH REBECCA 

RICHARD ROSEMARY SHANE 

SUSAN VERA 

 

Twenty Questions to Test You 
 

1. Which dinosaur shares it’s name with an English Rock band 

2. What relation was Mark to Barnabas 

3. What is the name today of Melita where St Paul was shipwrecked 

4. Where did the Pilgrim Fathers land in America on 16th December 1620 

5. Where are many of the King of France are buried 

6. Name the three friends of Job 

7. What kind of fruit are Navel andValencia 

8. How many people were saved in the Ark 

9. What was sackcloth made of 

10. What does a numismatist collect 

11. Where was Jacob when he saw a ladder going up to heaven 

12. What is the official residence of the Archbishop of Canterbury 

13. What colour do Xanthophobes fear 

14. Who founded Christ’s hospital 

15. According to legend who was Robin Hood’s chaplain 

16. What colour is Mr Tickle of the Mr Men 

17. Who was the father of Zeus 

18. What is hemlock 

19. Which was the land reputed to be flowing with milk and honey 

20. What is the capital of Croatia 

 



A Proverbs Crossword 

 
1    2  3     

4         5  

   6        

7     8   9   

       10    

 11          

          12 

13    14   15    

      16     

17        18   

   19        

 
Clues Across 
 
2. He who pays the piper calls the ________ 
4. Let sleeping dogs ________ 
5. Love _____, love my dog 
6. Never too late _____ learn 
7. ______ and sure wins the race 
8. Times change and ______ change 

9. The longest day must have an _______ 
11. ______ is the mother of invention 
13. Youth and ______ will never agree 
14. Better _____ than sorry 
15. Still waters run ______ 
16. What ______ to be, will be 

17. Charity begins _____ home 
18. All is fair in love and _____ 
19. All’s _____ that ends well 
 
Clues Down 
 
1. People who live in ______ houses should not 
throw stones 
2. _____ wrongs don’t make a right 
3. A cat has _____ lives 
5. ______ talks 
6. Once bitten ______ shy 
8. ______ not want not 
10. ______ of a feather flock together 
11. Red sky at ______ shepherds’ delight 
12. ______ the rod and spoil the child 

14. Hard words break no ______ 
16. It’s an ______ wind that blows nobody good 
 
 

They all help.   

 
Unscramble the letters to find out who they are 
 
1. A E I O C L M N P 
2. O O C D R T 
3. A C I R V 
4. A E F M R R  
5. I O L P T 
6. E N R S U 

7. A B C E E F I L O T R W 
8. S S C D G O U R T S 
9. A B F D E G R R E I I 
10. A E F N S H I M R 
 
 

 
 
Answer the questions, fill in the grid and in one of the columns you will get the name of two saints 
remembered in April 
 
1. Our church patron saint 
 

2. Together with Simeon she was present when Mary and  
 Joseph presented baby Jesu in the Temple 
 

3. Brother of Jacob 

4. Third son of Adam and Eve (Genesis 4 v 25) 

5. Country of Mesopotamia (Jeremiah 49 v 34) 

6. King of Israel (1 Kings 16 v 16) 

7. King of Amalek (1 Samuel 15 v 8) 

8. Inland sea of Palestine 

9. Husband of Ruth 

10. Geshem belonged to this race 

11. Leader of the tribe of Issachar (Numbers 13 v 2) 

12. A Mount (Hosea 9 v 10) 

 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     



Father, Mother and Baby 
 
Below you have been given the names of Fathers, Mothers and Babies which will make up seventeen families 
in the Natural world.  In some cases the name for Father and Mother are the same and then you will find the 
names have been given to you twice. 
 
COB (swan) DOG (fox) STAG GANDER BUCK (hare) COCK (fowl) 
STALLION RAM TOM (cat) BULL DOG BOAR 
DRAKE FROG BILLY (goat) SALMON BEE KITTEN 
PUPPY DUCKLING KID GRUB EWE HEN 
GOOSE HIND PEN CALF PIGLET TADPOLE 
PARR MARE DOE VIXEN TABBY BITCH 
DUCK NANNY BEE CYGNET FAWN LEVERET 
FOAL SALMON FROG SOW COW LAMB 
CHICKEN GOSLING CUB 
 
 

All Fools Day 
 
April 1st is known in Britain as ‘All Fool’s Day’.  It is a day when some people try to make other people look 
stupid by getting them to believe something that is not true, or by sending them on an errand that doesn’t really 
exist.   
 
During the nineteenth century, many quite elaborate jokes were played on unsuspecting people and one rather 
famous hoax took place in 1860.  A few days before April 1st, several hundred fairly important people received 
through the post an official-looking letter which, when opened, was found to contain an invitation card.  The 
card was headed ‘Tower of London’, and on it was printed the words – Admit Bearer and Friend to view he 
Annual Ceremony of Washing the White Lions on April 1st 1960.  Admission only at the White Gate. 
 
At the appointed time on that day crowds were seen making their way to Tower Hill, all asking the way to the 
White Gate.  But there was no gate at the Tower called the White Gate, nor were there any white lions, and at 

length it dawned upon the victims that they had been made April Fools.  I wonder if the person or persons who 
devised this April Fool felt the expenses of printing and postage was justified. 
 
One action which is still carried on in some Churches today is the washing of feet on Maundy Thursday.  The 
word Maundy comes from the Latin word – mandatum – meaning command.  The feet washing has come 
about from when in The Last Supper Jesus washed the feet of His disciples – an action which would usually 
have been carried out by a servant.  However Jesus said that He was setting the disciples – and, of course, us – 
an example. 
 
In earlier times he monks in monasteries washed one another’s feet.  Then it became the habit to call beggars 
to the monastery gates to receive alms, and twelve of the poorest ad dirtiest of them would be chosen for the 
Abbot to wash their feet in memory of the command of Jesus. 
 
Later it became usual for the reigning monarch to perform this humble task.  Then the chosen twelve would be 

given food and money after the event.  As a rule the number of coins presented to each person would correspond 
to the age of the monarch, though sometimes the number of years of the reign would determine the amount. 
 
James the Second was the last King of England to carry out the full rites of the ceremony.  In the next reign of 
William and Mary, the task of actually washing the feet was done by the King’s Almoner. Later the washing 
and giving of food was abandoned.  But money was still given to the selected number of poor people and this 
is still carried on today.  The monarch presents ‘Maundy Money’ – which are specially struck coins minted 
each year for the ceremony.  The presentation takes place in one or other of our Cathedrals. 
 



ANSWERS 
 
Word search 

If you were correct with all the words you would have been left with ELIZABETH 
 
20 Questions to Test You 
1. T Rex 2. Nephew 3. Malta 4. Plymouth Rock 5. Abbey Church of St Denis 
near Paris 
6. Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, Zophar the Naamathite  
7. Oranges 8. Eight 9. Goat’s hair 10.    Coins 11. Luz 12. Lambeth Palace 
13. Yellow 14. Edward VI 15. Friar Tuck 16. Orange 17. Cronus 18. Poisonous plant used as a 
19. Canaan 20. Zagreb          powerful sedative  
 
Proverbs Crossword 
Across 
2. Tune 4. Lie 5. Me 6. To 7. Slow 8. We 9. End 
11. Necessity 13. Age 14. Be 15. Deep 16. Is 17. At 18. War 

19. Well 
Down 
1. Glass 2. Two 3. Nine 5. Money 6. Twice 8. Waste 10. Birds 
11. Night 12. Spare 14. Bone (singular) 16. Ill 
 
They All Help 
1. Policeman 2. Doctor 3. Vicar 4. Farmer 5. Pilot 
6. Nurse 7. Lifeboat Crew 8. Coastguard 9. Fire Brigade 10. Fisherman 
 
Saints remembered in April 
1. Paul 2. Anna 3. Esau 4. Seth 
5. Elam 6. Omri 7. Agag 8. Dead 
9. Boaz 10. Aran 11. Igal 12. Peor 
 

 
The saints are Anselm, George 
 
 
Father, Mother and Baby 
 
Cob (swan) Pen  Cygnet 
Dog (fox)  Vixen  Cub 
Stag   Hind Fawn 
Gander  Goose  Gosling 
Buck (hare)  Doe  Leveret 
Cock (fowl)  Hen  Chicken 
Stallion  Mare  Foal 
Ram   Ewe  Lamb 

Tom (cat)  Tabby  Kitten 
Bull   Cow  Calf 
Dog   Bitch  Puppy 
Boar   Sow  Piglet 
Frog   Frog  Tadpole 
Billy (goat)  Nanny  Kid 
Salmon  Salmon  Parr 
Bee   Bee  Grub 



General Information 
 

Vicar 

Rev Ronnie Williams,  521357 

The Vicarage, Bretland Road, Rusthall 
 

Readers 

Mr Tim Cripps 543355 

Miss Daphne Pilcher 521691 
 

Churchwardens 

Mr Clive McAllister 532817 

Miss May Graves 680274 

 

Deputy Churchwardens 

Mr Graeme Anderson 532922 

Mrs Susan Powley 545067 

Mrs Margaret Brown 680455 

 

Parochial Church Council Secretary 

Mrs Mione Palmer 667951 

 

Treasurer and Planned Giving 

Mrs Pat Cripps 521447 
 

Safeguarding Officers 

May Graves 680274 

Daphne Pilcher 521691 

 

DBS Officer 

Clive Brown 

 c/o the Parish Office 521447 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship Secretary 

Vivienne Sharp 543263 
 

Choir Leader 

Miss Fiona Johnson 07540 273303 
 

Magazine Editors 

Deborah Bruce, Sue Hare and Mione Palmer 

c/o the Parish Office 
email – magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 
 

Flower Arrangers 
Mrs Daphne Hodges 533492 
 

Parish Hall Bookings 
Enquiries to Parish Office  521447 

 

 

Rusthall St Paul’s Primary School 

Headteacher - Miss Caroline Powell 520582 
 

 

Churchyards 
Enquiries to the Parish Office 

 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 

 
All worshippers who are baptised members of the Church of England, and 

aged over 16, should have their names entered on the Electoral Roll.  This 

entitles them to attend and vote at the Annual Parochial Meeting.  Forms 

for enrolment will be found in the Parish Church or the Parish Office and 

should be sent to the Vicar. 

Organisations 
 

Julian Group 

Mrs Pat Stevens  529187 

 

St Paul’s Parish Fellowship 

Mrs Zillah Witt (Chair) 523028 

Vacancy (Secretary)  

 

Group Scout Leader 

Gavin Cons 

Email – rusthallscoutgroup@gmail.com  

Scout Membership Secretary 

Merissa Patrick 

Email – rusthallscoutgroupwaitinglist@yahoo.co.uk 

Beavers: beaversrusthall@gmail.com 

Cubs: rusthallcubs@hotmail.co.uk 

Scouts: rusthallscouts@gmail.com 

 

Guide Senior Section 

Helen Deller 07720 252481 

Guide Guiders 

Charlotte Franklin 07837658751 

Brownie Guiders 

Mrs Wendy Anderson (Thurs) 532922 

Ms Tina Francis (Mon) 545877 

Rainbows 

Mrs Mary Saunders 319872 

Email – saundii@aol.com 

 

Mothers and Toddlers 

Mrs Annie Softley 548366 

 

Rusthall Lunch Club 

Mrs Ros Rodwell 01892 618538 

 

Rusthall Community & Youth Project 

Barry Edwards  680296 

 

Rusthall Village Association 

Alex Britcher 07967 011467 

 

Rusthall Parish Council 

Council Clerk 07805 475397 

 

Rusthall Bonfire and Fete Committee 

Annie Sofley 548366 

 

Friends of TW and Rusthall Common 

Clive Evans 534040 

 

 



 

 

The Parish Office 

Parish Administrator - Mrs Ginette di Palma 

St Paul's Parish Office, Church Centre, Rusthall Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 8RE 

Telephone (01892) 521447 

Registered Charity in England & Wales, Number 1132681 
 

 

Office email:    office@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

Magazine email: magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

Website:  www.stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

 

The Office is open on weekday mornings (except Tuesdays) between 10 am and 1 pm. 


