


SERVICES 
 

Thursday 2nd June  
 2.30 pm Wedding at the Parish Church 

  with the Choir 
 

Sunday 5th June 

Pentecost 

Platinum Jubilee EIIR 
 

 10.00 am Joint Parade Service of the Word 

  to celebrate Her Majesty’s  

  Platinum Jubilee (CW) 

  Ministers: The Vicar, Rev Nicholas Burton, 

  & Daphne Pilcher, Preacher: Tim Cripps   
 

 6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP) 

  Minister: Tim Cripps, Preacher: The Vicar 
 

Sunday 12th June 

Trinity Sunday 
 

 10.00 am Parish Eucharist with Baptism (CW) 

  President: Rev. Nicholas Burton 

  Minister & Preacher: The Vicar 
 

 10.00 am Family Service  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  Lead: Susan Powley 

  Link: Viv Littlechild 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP)  

  Minister & Preacher: The Vicar 
 

Sunday 19th June 

The First Sunday after Trinity 
 

 10.00 am Eucharist (CW) 

  President & Preacher: The Vicar,  
 

 10.00 am Family Service with Holy Communion  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  Lead: Lynde Horsman 

  Link: Rosemary Romano 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP) 

  Minister & Preacher: The Vicar 
 

Sunday 26th June 

The Second Sunday after Trinity 
 

 10.00 am Matins (BCP) 

  Minister & Preacher:  

  Rev. Nicholas Burton 
 

 10.00 am Family Service with Holy Communion  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  President: The Vicar 

  Link: Daphne Pollard 
 

 6.30 pm Eucharist (CW) 

  President & Preacher: The Vicar 
 

DIARY 
 

Thursday 2nd June 

Spring Bank Holiday 

  Parish Office closed 
  NB. No Lunch Club 

Friday 3rd June 

Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday 
  Parish Office closed 
 

Sunday 5th June 
 9.00 am Joint Service rehearsal 
 

Monday 6th June 
  Roof repairs commence at the Parish Church 
 

Thursday 9th June 
 1.00 pm Muskerry Court meeting in the Lodge 
 3.00 pm Parish Fellowship  

  at the Church Centre 
 7.30 pm Wardens Visitation to the Archdeacon 
 

Saturday 11th June 
 7.00 pm Choir Summer Concert 
 

Thursday 23rd June 
 7.30 pm Parish Fellowship outing  
  to Eridge Church 
 

Saturday 25th June 
 4.00 pm Choir sing Evensong at Southwark Cathedral 
 

Thursdays throughout the month 
12 for 12.30  Rusthall Lunch Club  
  at the Church Centre  
  (except 2nd June) 
 

 

Magazine Article Deadlines 
 

12th June for July/August 
14th August for September 
11th September for October 
16th October for November 

13th November for December/January 2023 
 

The time between the deadline and magazine issue is 
to allow for typing, formatting, proofreading, and 
compiling the magazine.  These all take time and have 
to be fitted around the volunteer editorial team’s other 
commitments.  We would therefore be very grateful if 
you would keep to the deadlines set.  Please send 
items for publication to 
magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk.  
 

Magazines are posted on the Parish website by the 
1st of the month.  Photocopies of the magazine can be 
made available to those who cannot access the 
magazine online.  Please contact Ginette di Palma at 
the Church Office (TW 521447) to arrange production 
and collection/delivery. 

mailto:magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk


From the Vicarage 
 
Dear Friends 

 
Thank you very much for your continued support and hard work. A very big thank you to 
all those who attended our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and those who 
offered to serve on the Parochial Church Council (PCC).  There was one person who 
stepped down due to their pending retirement from Lay Reader ministry and their desire to 
take a ‘break’.  Of course, I’m referring to Tim. Tim has been very active in the parish 
since my arrival and, as I’ve mentioned before, he was on the interviewing panel for my 
appointment and, before that, had worked tirelessly in the Parish.  I am thankful to Tim 
and grateful to God for all that he has done through Tim.  I wish him all the best for his 
retirement. 
 
I would also like to thank Patrick Galbally, a tree surgeon, Chris Dobson, Gary and Helen Easton for cutting 
and clearing the trees that were brought down at the New Churchyard on Nellington Road during the storms 
in March. 

 

  
 
No doubt, we’ve all been watching/listening to the news recently with all the political shenanigans and 
repeated calls for the Prime Minister to resign as a result of ‘party-gate’. I am disappointed that some of our 
politicians did not uphold the standards they expected us to live by and very saddened by their seeming act of 

‘dissembling’ but I am also reminded of the core Christian principle of forgiveness.  This does not, in any 
way, mean that we do away with standards but I think part of the challenge is to maintain standards and 
make/leave room for ‘restitution, rehabilitation and restoration’.  For this to work, we need to be ‘open’ and 
forthright instead of being ‘economical’ with the truth/facts.  We know that we all get things wrong and the 
Bible reminds us that ‘if we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us’ (1 John 
1:8).  We are also told that ‘if we confess our sins, he (God) is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). 
 
As well as reading ‘Our Faithful Queen’, the book published for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (copies of which 

are still available at the Parish Church and the Church Centre), I have recently been re-reading the special 
publication celebrating the Queen’s 90th Birthday entitled ‘The Servant Queen and the King she serves’.  It is quite 

an insightful book that reminds us of the Queen’s Christian faith.  Reflecting on things that she valued most, 
the Queen stated that Jesus Christ ‘is an inspiration and an anchor’ in her life – ‘a role model of reconciliation 
and forgiveness’ who ‘stretched out his hands in love, acceptance and healing’.  Then she added ‘Christ’s 

example has taught me to seek to respect and value all people’.  
 
As we try to recoil from the pain of deception, the trauma of loss and the anxieties about the cost of living and 
what the future holds for us, our loved ones and the world, I pray that through the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
we may all ‘seek to respect and value all people’ including Ukrainian and other refugees, the homeless and 
those suffering with poor Mental Health, and always endeavour to be accepting of and hospitable to all 
 
 

 



TWODS is going Green 
 

 
 

“Once upon a time, there was a grumpy ogre named Shrek…”  

Get ready as everyone’s favourite loveable green-eared monster is hitting the stage! 

Based on the Oscar-winning DreamWorks Animation film, this hilarious and 
spectacular production turns the world of fairytales upside down in an all-singing, all-

dancing, must-see musical comedy. 

Join Shrek, our unlikely hero and his loyal steed Donkey as they set off on a quest to 
rescue the beautiful Princess Fiona from her tower, guarded by a fire breathing love-
sick dragon. Add the smaller than life Lord Farquaad, a gang of fairytale misfits plus a 

biscuit with attitude, and you’ve got a Shrek-tacular mix of adventure, laughter and 
romance, guaranteed to delight audiences of all ages! 

Your children will adore the Three Blind Mice, the Gingerbread Man, and the Grammy 
award-winning musical score of happy singalong tunes. The adults will love the 

cheeky, irreverent humour from the original film. 

Featuring all new songs as well as cult movie anthem ‘I’m a Believer’, SHREK THE 
MUSICAL bursts into Tunbridge Wells in an all-singing, all-dancing extravaganza! 

Shrek will be at the Assembly Hall, June 14th to 18th evenings at 7pm, and matinees 
Wed & Sat at 2pm (NOTE EARLER TIMES) 

If you would like tickets, then contact Paul Barter (530937) who can offer members 
prices, excluding the Assembly Hall booking fee – prices Wed-Sat evenings £23/£21, 

matinees Wed & Sat and Tues evening £22/£20.  
Assembly Hall booking fee £3 per ticket. 



From the Editorial Team 
 

 

Welcome to the June issue of St Paul’s News, in which we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II.  Even at a time of increasing life expectancy and later retirement ages, to have done 70 years 
in one job is exceptional.  It cannot be doubted that her life has been one of wealth and privilege, but it is also a life 
where personal freedom has been exchanged for ceaseless duty and service.  If you have read ‘Our Faithful Queen’ 
– the book available from church, you will have seen how important her faith has been throughout her life, and so 
it is appropriate that her long reign is celebrated in Church this month.  The past few years have been hard for us 
all, including the Queen.  She has had to endure the isolation of the pandemic, so difficult for many of the elderly 
at greater risk from Covid, and of course she lost her ‘strength and stay’ with the death of her husband, Prince 
Philip, in April 2021 after being part of her life since she met him aged just thirteen.  Recently she has had to miss 
some engagements, including the State Opening of Parliament, but for someone of her advanced years this surely 
can’t be a surprise, even if her health and vitality has seemed inexhaustible until recently.   
 
We have to go back to the reign of Queen Victoria to find a monarch who lived to a comparable old age, so 
well outside the memory of anyone alive today.  Some speculate that the Queen might abdicate, but I think it 

much more likely that she will just gradually hand over more and more of the work to her heirs and other 
members of ‘the firm’.  This has always been the case for those monarchs lucky enough to live until old age, it 
is just that we haven’t experienced it for so long; the Queen’s father and grandfather both died comparatively 
young as a result of smoking, and of course her uncle abdicated.  A protester famously stuck a sign on the 
railings of Buckingham Palace announcing that “these commanding premises to be let or sold in consequence 
of the occupant’s declining business” in 1864, as Queen Victoria had rarely been seen since the death of her 
husband Prince Albert in 1861.  Indeed, after her bereavement she did not attend a State Opening of 
Parliament until 1866.  She fell down some stairs at Windsor in 1883 and was plagued with rheumatism 
thereafter, further limiting her ability to undertake public engagements.  Indeed, a service in 1897 to celebrate 
her becoming the longest reigning British monarch was held outside St Paul’s Cathedral so that she didn’t 
have to leave her carriage. 
 
Celebration of the Platinum Jubilee is rather overtaking the celebration of Whitsunday – or Pentecost if you 
prefer – this year.  At St Paul’s we will also be adding the celebration of the lay ministry and service of 

Tim Cripps as he retires.  I shall miss the jokes which formed a lively start to most of his sermons, but perhaps 
with fewer sermons to write we shall be able to persuade him to write for the magazine more often. 
 
We have continued to hear grim news of the impact of the war in Ukraine, although the Ukrainian forces 
have surely done much better than expected in keeping Russian troops restricted in the east and south-east of 
the country.  The scale of destruction and death on both sides is appalling though, and we must continue to 
pray for a peaceful end to this conflict, no matter how uncertain this seems at present. 
 
On a happier note, in addition to the celebrations for the Jubilee, June sees the return of summer sports and – 
hopefully – good weather.  I have been following the Giro d’Italia, but an excellent start with Simon Yates 
winning the second stage and Mark Cavendish the third has not continued.  Rule changes have been brought in 
following two instances of cork injury!  Matthieu van der Poel bruised his cheek while opening the magnum of 
prosecco presented to the stage winner on the opening day, and then Biniam Girmay celebrating the first ever 
stage win by a black African rider, hit himself in the eye with the cork and had to withdraw from the race to give 
his eye time to heal.  Since then the bottles have been handed over ready opened, so the riders just have to shake 

and spray!  Tennis has been played at Roland Garros in Paris and the Wimbledon Championships start on 
27th June.  Epsom Derby Festival is 3-4 June and Royal Ascot is 14-18 June.  England will be playing three test 
matches against New Zealand, the first under the captaincy of Ben Stokes.   
 
Please let us have articles for the next magazine by 12th June.  Don’t forget that this magazine covers both 
July and August, so you have to think further ahead than usual. 
 

Deborah Bruce and Sue Hare 
 





Churchwardens’ Notes 
 

 
 
It is now 20 years since we sold our Curate’s 
House to resolve our ailing financial situation in 
2002.  Since then we have adopted various ways of 
both saving and creating income, including two 
Stewardship campaigns.  We have also received 
extremely generous legacies and single financial 
gifts.  We also reduced our Parish Share payments, 
this year from £69,000 to £48,000, a saving of 
£21,000. 
 

Sadly we are still running at a loss and although 
we have received many ideas for both cost-cutting 
and increasing our income, we still have only 3 
suggestions that can make a difference on the scale 
we need. 
 

We are setting these down in writing now because, 
over this 20 year period, these are still the least-
worst options that the combined efforts of PCC 
and Parish have worked out to remedy our long-

term financial struggles.  The Churchwardens are 
not promoting or recommending any of these as 
solutions and are very aware that whatever 
practical benefits may or may not accrue can be 
counterbalanced by our pastoral needs and 
concerns. 
 

The following three suggestions are not in any 
order of priority. 

A) Sell off one of the cottages opposite the West 
door of the Parish Church. 

B) Sell the Church Centre 
C) Rent out the Church Centre on a full repair 

commercial lease for 10-20 years. 
 

Our Parish Treasurer, Pat Cripps, has very kindly 
agreed to work out a resume of the first 6 months 
of this year’s finances, excluding one-off gifts, 
donations or legacies, in time for our PCC to 
consider and reflect upon our current situation in 
September. 
 

What we need now are more ideas which can 
resolve both our practical and pastoral concerns 
whilst still enabling us to generate and/or save 
tens of thousands of pounds per year. 
 

Please help us to work our way out of this 
dilemma.  Ask as many people as you can think of 
who may be able to suggest a viable solution to 

resolving both the practical and pastoral elements 
of this quandary.  Simply saying to us “You can’t 
do that” is not enough. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 
 

Love and peace, 
 

May and Clive 
 
 
 

From The Registers 
 

At rest  
The sympathy of the Parish is extended to the 

family of: 
Vanessa (Ness) Lucy Munro  

 

Baptism 
We welcome as a newly baptised member of the 

Church: 
Molly Fleur Robinson 

 

Marriages and Blessings 
We ask God’s blessing on the marriages of: 

Sharon and Jason Henderson 
Paige Sealy and George Greagsby 

 
 

 
 

Pentecost – Sunday 5th June 
 
At this time of Whitsun, here are some quotes 
about the Holy Spirit. 
 
St Thomas Aquinas explains how, with the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, a person’s whole spiritual being 
becomes responsive to God’s light, not only the 

light of knowledge but also the inspiration of love.  
I have prayed for the gifts of the Holy Spirit since 
my youth, and I continue to do so. 
Pope John Paul II 
 
Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring 
out of the soul to God, through Christ, in the 
strength and assistance of the Spirit, for such 
things as God has promised. 
John Bunyan 
 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; 
may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
Psalm 143:10 



 
 

MR JOLLY CHIMNEY SWEEP 
27 Apsley Street, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8NU 

 

Tel: 01892 618324       Mobile: 07752 130577 
 

Honest Reliable Friendly Service 

Free Smoke Test, Certificate Issued 

No Mess, No Fuss 

 

 

 

Please help us to preserve the church buildings 

and ministry by leaving a legacy to St Paul’s 

Rusthall in your will. 

 

Thank you 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easy Payment Terms 
 

Income from magazine sales is 
important to us at St Paul’s.  If 
everyone paid the £1 cover charge 

we would raise over £1500 a year, 
which would not only cover the cost  

 
of producing the magazine but also 

contribute to other costs such as 
leasing the photocopier.   
 

If you often find yourself fumbling 
for the right change, perhaps you 

might like to pay in advance for a 

year’s “subscription”, 10 issues for 

the sum of £10, (you might even feel 
tempted to be more generous!)  
Your contributions are much 

appreciated. 
 

Please make cheques payable to 
St Paul’s Church, Rusthall and send 

them to the Parish Office 

Tamarix Holiday Bungalow 
Winchelsea Beach 

 
 

 
 

Tamarix is a 2 bedroom Visit England Accredited 
bungalow situated in a no-through road, and set in a 
large fenced shingle and grassed garden. It is ideal for 
those looking for a quiet and comfortable self-catering 
accommodation to enjoy a tranquil break along the 
stunning Sussex coast.  Sleeping four, the cottage can 
be used for a wonderful family holiday or just a cosy 
break for two.  Pets are welcome by arrangement and 
Tamarix is perfectly situated for walking, bird watching, 
cycling, and the beach. 
 
Holidays are on a weekly basis only in high season, but 
short breaks may be possible at other times. 
 

Weeks for 2022 (April to October) are available from  
£430 per week 

 

Please call 01892 528538 or email 
karen_miller_2@hotmail.co.uk  

for more information. 

 
 

We are your local family run 

Estate Agents 
based in Rusthall High Street 

 
We offer a good, personal and 

professional service with 
competitive fees and flexible 

contract terms. 
 

Call us today for a FREE Market 
appraisal 

 

01892 515188 
sales@kmjproperty.co.uk 

 
 



The Parish Fellowship 

 
In May on Thursday 12th we had our AGM, held 

in the Church Centre hall at 3 pm.  This was 
preceded by a short communion service at 2 pm, 
taken by Rev Ronnie Williams, who then presided 
over the meeting in the hall. 
 
Quite a good number came to the meeting.  There 
were apologies from Tim and Pat Cripps who were 
away on holiday, and also Tony Bourne could not 
be present.  Barbara Gillinder, in the absence of a 
secretary, volunteered to take the minutes, for 
which we are very grateful.  Three members 
resigned from the committee - Maureen Hinkling, 
Tony Maylam, and Ann Palfrey; the remaining 
members are Valerie Sainsbury, Barbara Gillinder, 

Tony Bourne, and Gillian Penny.  Pat Cripps is 
still the Treasurer, and of course Zillah Witt is still 
our chairman.  Chrissie Collins was voted onto the 
Committee and we welcome her. 
 
The previous AGM was mentioned, but as it was 3 
years ago in May 2019 we did not consider any 
matters arising from that time. 
 
The Treasurer's report was read out by Zillah Witt 
in the absence to Pat Cripps.  It was decided that 
as we meet only once a month now the attendance 
fee would be £1 a time rather than the 2 x 50p each 
month which it used to be.  The annual 

membership sub has been increased by £2 to £12.  
It was decided that the amount of £123.82, which 
had been held over the time that meetings were 
suspended due to the pandemic, should be sent to 
the DEC Appeal for Ukraine.  Then we had to 
choose a new charity to support for the coming 
year; it was voted to be for the All Abilities Path to 
Happy Valley on the Commons.  We are still 
looking for a new secretary so Zillah said she 
might have to co-opt somebody.  Watch this space! 
 
After the meeting we had our usual teatime 
refreshments, together with plenty of chat, and 
then went out into the sunny afternoon.  We 

would be delighted to welcome anyone who is 
considering joining us - come for a trial afternoon, 
no commitment. 
 
Future Dates. 
Thursday June 23rd 7.30 pm:  
A visit to Eridge Church.  Lifts can be arranged if 
required. 
July 14th in the morning:   
Outing to Hever Castle.  
 
Details will follow in next month’s magazine. 
 

Gillian Penny 

   Rusthall Community Cinema  
 

 

A Man Called Ove (2015) Cert 15 

Doors open: 7pm Saturday 4th June 2022 

Director: Hannes Holm 

Genre:  Comedy, Drama, Romance 

Runtime: 116 mins 

English subtitles 

Starring: Rolf Lassgård, Bahar Pars,  

Filip Berg 

 

 

Hunt for the Wilderpeople (2016) Cert 12 
 

Doors open: 7pm Saturday 18th June 2022 

Director: Taika Waititi 

Genre:  Adventure, Comedy, Drama 

Runtime: 101 mins 

Starring: Sam Neill, Julian Dennison,  

Rima Te Wiata 

 

 



 

G. S. Anderson 
      Gardening and Maintenance 

Service 
 

 

 

 

Do you need help with your gardening  

or decorating? 

 

Cannot manage the mowing? 

Fed up with the weeding? 

Want to cut out the pruning? 

Need small decorating jobs done? 

 

Why not give me a call – I will do most 

gardening and decorating jobs  

 

Contact me on 01892 532922 

or 07879 245793 

to discuss your needs 

BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFÉ AND 

MARKET 
(first Saturday of every month except 

January) 

 

  Saturday 4 June 

  Saturday 2 July 

Saturday 6 August 

Saturday 3 September 

 

10am – 12.30pm 

BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

Meet your friends at “The Stage” café, enjoy 

filter coffee, tea and a piece of delicious 

homemade cake, or a warm sausage roll. 
 

Produce for sale at the market includes: bread, 

free range eggs, pasties and other baked 

savouries, cakes, scones, preserves, honey, 

wild bird food plus other exciting goodies.  
 

If you are interested in having a stall in the future 

please contact: Jacki 01892 740337 
 
 

Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose 
sole purpose is to promote and maintain the hall for 

the enjoyment of and benefit of the community 



The role of the churchwarden 
 

As Clive and May have both indicated that they 
will not be seeking re-election as churchwardens at 

the next Annual Meeting of Parishioners, the 
search is on for two worthy successors to the 
position.   
 

It is considered appropriate at this time to 
therefore set out what the roles and responsibilities 
of a churchwarden are, so that anyone who has an 
interest in the position knows what might be 
expected of them 
 

The duties and responsibilities of a churchwarden 
are wide and varied, as befitting an office that 
dates back to the 13th century, and vary 
considerably according to local custom, tradition 
and the needs of particular parishes.  These local 
variations evolve over time and it is important that 
each churchwarden is clear about what is expected 
and what is realistic. There is a framework 
expressed in statute and canon law which 
churchwardens should understand. 
 

Qualifications 
Churchwardens must be baptized, regular 
communicants who are resident in the parish or on 
the Electoral Roll. They need not be members of 
the congregation of the parish church in a parish 
with more than one church. In addition, any 
Churchwarden: 

• Should be over 21 (minimum age may 

vary, between 18 to 21) 
• Should consent to being appointed  
• Should have been confirmed, and should 

have received communion at least three 
times in the previous year. A person who is 
ready to be confirmed and wants to be 
confirmed also qualifies. 

 

Responsibilities 
In cooperation with the priest in charge (or, in 
cases of vacancy, the bishop) Churchwardens are 
generally responsible for the day-to-day 
functioning of the parish.  These responsibilities 
include various aspects of administration, plant 
operations and personnel.  Their work is not just 
the maintenance of the church building, but 
helping the smooth running of the church.  In this 
capacity, wardens are considered to be the leading 
lay member of the congregation, and, during the 
incumbency of a priest, may have varying duties 
and responsibilities according to the customs of the 
parish, the canons of the diocese to which the 
parish belongs, the desires of the priest and the 
direction of the Parochial Church Council and/or 
the congregation as a whole. 
 

Churchwardens are officers of the bishop and their 
loyalty is to that office, whilst at the same time 
remembering that they are chosen by the people of 
the parish, so their responsibility is to the parish as 

a whole, not just to the church congregation.  
 

A churchwarden offers lay leadership in the parish:  

• As Bishop’s Officer, by keeping the Bishop and 
Archdeacon informed about the life of the 
parish.  

• By welcoming visiting clergy.  

• Working collaboratively with clergy and laity.  

• Exercising pastoral care of the clergy, 
especially the incumbent.  

• Leading and enabling others and helping 
others develop their gifts and offer their 
ministries.  

• Churchwardens are automatically members of 

the PCC and serve on the Standing 
Committee.  
 

Legal responsibilities:  

• To maintain the fabric and content of the 
church.  

• To keep the inventory, terrier (a list of land 
belonging to the church) and logbook (a 
detailed record of all the alterations, additions 
and repairs carried out in relation to the 
church, its land and its contents) up to date 
and in a safe place.  

• To attend visitations (an official visit by an 
archdeacon or bishop or other officials to 

enquire into the state of affairs in the parish).  

• To keep up to date with relevant legislation 
and inform others as appropriate.  

• To ensure the smooth running of services.  

• To ensure that the PCC meets its financial 
obligations.  
 

Legal responsibilities with the PCC:  

• To exercise leadership in relation to the 
mission of the church.  

• To work together with all other members in 
leading the church forward in prayer, worship 
and pastoral care.  

• To ensure buildings are taken care of and 

legalities are met (faculties (permissions from 
the Diocese), etc).  

• To support the incumbent in the 
administration of the parish.  

• To ensure expenses of ministry are adequately 
met 

 

Churchwardens are expected to attend all meetings 
of the Parochial Church Council and Standing 
Committee and will normally attend any other 
subcommittees determined by the PCC. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.RusthallVets.co.uk 
 

20 ASHLEY GARDENS, 
RUSTHALL, 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
KENT, TN4 8TU. 

Telephone (01892) 511715 
 

Monday to Friday 
9.00-11.00 am 4.30-6.30 pm 

Saturday 
9.00-11.00 am  closed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

E. R. HICKMOTT & SON 
 

         

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Members of N.A.F.D and S.A.I.F. 

The only long established family-owned funeral directors in Tunbridge Wells. 

 

Golden Charter Pre-payment funeral plans available. 

Owned and run by the family in Tunbridge Wells for six generations. 

Twenty-four hour emergency service – Qualified Funeral Directors. 

41, GROVE HILL ROAD 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Tel: (01892) 522462 (two lines) 
Fax: (01892) 533807 

 

Secretarial Services 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 High Street 
Rusthall 
TN4 8RL 

01892 515188 
suzanne@kmj-secretarial-services.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

Faxing 
Photocopying 

Typing 
Handmade Greetings Cards 

Stationery Items 



To Retire or Retyre  

that is the question? 
 
A year ago I gave Ronnie and the Diocese notice 
that I would not be seeking a renewal of my 
permission to officiate at Pentecost this year. 
Therefore, my last services as a Lay Minister will 
be on Sunday 5th June.  I gave Ronnie a year’s 
notice in the hope that someone would come 
forward to help him and God answered my 
prayers with Reverend Nicholas Burton.  I have a 
number of reasons for wishing to stand down but 
above all I felt the time was right and I wanted to 
retire whilst I felt that all my faculties were in 
place.  You see my involvement with St Paul’s 
Church now extends to more than half my life and 

I have at some point or another undertaken nearly 
all the voluntary posts except that of Treasurer 
which is in my wife’s domain.  I have been 
Churchwarden three times and deputy 
Churchwarden twice, as well as chairing the 
Parish Church Council for much of that time and 
serving on many committees.  All good things 
come to an end. 
 
Baby boomers, such as myself, born just after the 
war years are said never to retire but retyre and 
that was certainly true for me when I was lucky 
enough to retire from professional life at the age of 
sixty.  My dear children will be nearer seventy at 
their retirement.  Thinking I would have a shot at 
ordination ended in disaster for a number of 
reasons, but I felt that I had something to offer so, 
after talking to one or two experienced clergy, I 
was accepted for Reader training which I 
thoroughly enjoyed.  I was finally licensed in 2009 
but in reality I was preaching and leading services 
as soon as I was accepted for training as we were 
then in interregnum.  It has been fifteen years.  It 
has been hard work, often preaching and/or 
leading services twice on a Sunday and that 
coupled with my funeral ministry and committee 

work has meant it has been full on during this 
time.  I have enjoyed it but I am not one of those 
who can just step into the pulpit without 
preparation and the average sermon takes me two 
weeks to prepare.  In preaching it has always been 
my aim to bring the Gospel into the twenty first 
century and to make you all feel relaxed because it 
is more likely you will listen.  Apologies for the 
jokes and cricket reports but why should Church 
not be fun? 
 
There have been many highlights in and out of 
St Paul’s Church such as acting as Chaplain with 
the late Reverend Michael Dent at the County 
Court in Tunbridge Wells (now sadly defunct) and 
how I miss Michael’s wise Counsel.  There was 

the Church plant in Cahors, Midi Pyrenees, in 
France and leading and preaching there in a 
Roman Catholic seminary. I have been leading 

services in other Churches not least at St Martin of 
Tours in Chelsfield where I was encouraged to 
sing Matins and Choral Evensong.  There was 
giving the address at Jennifer and Nic Farman’s 
wedding, taking special services - particularly the 
Remembrance service at the War memorial - and 
many other functions as well.  My funeral ministry 
has been immensely satisfying - being there for 
people at a dark time - and I shall miss this 
ministry as I will no longer be able to officiate in 
Church, although I may take any of the constitute 
parts such as the Eulogy, the address, the prayers, 
the readings etc. 
 
I thank Ronnie for the many opportunities he has 
given me and a special word for Fiona who led the 
choir at my licensing and who continues to 
regenerate the choir with great skill. 
 
I have been comfortable with all our services but 
for me the greatest honour and enjoyment has 
been leading the services of Matins and Evensong. 
The liturgy of Thomas Cranmer and the beautiful 
singing of our choir epitomises worship and prayer 
for me.  There has also been that sense of history 
in continuing services which were extant at the 

foundation of the Church of England in the reign 
of Henry VIII.  I first became aware and loved the 
Cranmer liturgy from the age of seven when I 
began at a Church of England primary school in 
Eltham, South-East London, and I was soon able 
to read that and the Authorised King James Bible 
to everyone’s satisfaction. 
 
My service to God and St Paul’s began with my 
young family at the Mission Church as was, now 
the Church Centre, and it has been good to return 
there before my retirement, to lead services. 
 
There is much more I could say but essentially I 

want to thank all of you for your love, support and 
encouragement through many years.  I find it 
somewhat disturbing to preach now and see faces 
who are no longer with us in an earthly life and 
feeling that it may be me next.  Not that, as a 
Christian, I am afraid to die but just that my span 
of years is now in the twilight stage.  So to answer 
the question will I retyre well, almost certainly, but 
first I need a rest.  I am taking a two month break 
from 5th June.  I will return to worshiping from 
the back benches in August and if there is room I 
will not be averse to taking intercessions and 
reading once a month from September.  For now 

God bless you all and au revoir. 
 

Tim Cripps 



 

 

Hospice in the Weald has announced that one of 

its largest annual events – the Moonlight Walk – 

will be back on Saturday 25th June through 

Knowle Park and Sevenoaks. 

It’s the first time the Hospice has been able to 

host the event since 2019 and it is hoped that 

more people than ever will gather friends, family 

and colleagues to remember loved ones and 

raise vital funds as they walk the 8 mile route. 

There will be refreshments en route, with food, 

drink and entertainment, including a performance 

by the Rock Choir, for participants and supporters 

to enjoy.  The Anchor Pub is also kindly donating 

a free drink to anyone who takes part in The 

Moonlight Walk. 

 

Lou Wardle, Head of Fundraising at Hospice in 

the Weald, commented “Moonlight Walk is a 

special event for us as it provides an incredible 

opportunity to celebrate the treasured memories 

we have of those we’ve lost in a stunning setting, 

whilst raising funds for the Hospice.  We’re so 

excited to have it back on our calendar and are 

hoping to eclipse our targets.” 

Hospice in the Weald provides care, completely 

free of charge, to patients with a terminal illness 

and those important to them, in West Kent and 

northern East Sussex. 

Wendy, whose mother was cared for at Hospice 

in the Weald and who is taking part in Moonlight 

Walk for the third time this year, commented “My 

mum, Joyce, died at the Hospice from cancer.  

I’m one of seven siblings and they gave us our 

own room to accommodate the 27 relatives who 

wanted to visit her, day and night.  I’ve walked the 

Moonlight Walk in her memory every year since.  

Its not until you are personally touched by a 

charity that you realise the incredible service they 

provide.  I have so many people who love the 

Hospice sponsor me via my job at County 

Cleaners in Sevenoaks High Street and continue 

to support me every year.  I can’t wait to take part 

again.” 

Moonlight Walk begins at 7pm on Saturday 25th 

June in The Vine Gardens, Sevenoaks, with 

registration at £25 for adults and £15 for the 

under 16s.   

To secure your place, please visit the Events 

section of Hospice in the Weald’s website at 

hospiceintheweald.org.uk 

Rowena Stanyer 

Communications Volunteer 

 

 

 



A Musical Note 
 

 
 
On Saturday 21st May the choir travelled to 
Norwich Cathedral to sing Evensong.  This visit 
had been postponed by a year due to Covid so it 
was great that we were finally able to go.  We were 
singing the Responses by Reading, Canticles by 
Harwood in A Flat and the anthem was O thou 
the central orb by Charles Wood.  There was also 
a 46 verse psalm for us to sing which was fairly 
exhausting!  The choir was absolutely brilliant and 
sang beautifully.  The psalm which had some 
really tricky moments was sung so well and when 
everyone just went for it in the anthem I thought 
we might knock the scaffolding down the sound 
was so immense.  The whole day was great fun 
and my thanks to all the choir for their amazing 
singing.  In particular thanks must go to Alasdair 

Friend who played the organ for us and 
accompanied the choir so well.  We are so 
fortunate that he was able to come and play for us, 
he is an outstanding organist and so lovely to work 
with.  
 

 

The week before our visit to Norwich, three of our 
junior choir, Fergus Peacock, Eleanor Toombs 
and Stella Winter travelled to West Peckham to 

take their RSCM Bronze Award Exams.  This 
exam is challenging as you have to sing lots of 
choral music (but on your own) do sight singing, 
music theory and aural tests and also are tested 
rigorously on elements of church services, parts of 
the church and on biblical texts.  Our three 
candidates did brilliantly well all passing with 
flying colours.  This means that they will now 
wear green ribbons which we will present to them 
in church.    
 
Congratulations to Jess Biggerstaff who has been 
awarded her red ribbon.  The red ribbon is the 
highest award that we give in the junior choir and 

it is only awarded to children who have shown 
outstanding commitment to the choir over many 
years.  Jess is a brilliant singer and an incredibly 
helpful and caring member of the junior choir and 
this ribbon was very well deserved.    
 
June will be a busy month for the choir.  Of course 
the 5th June is the Platinum Jubilee but choral 
evensong that day will be Tim’s last service as a 
Lay Reader.  Tim has been an incredible supporter 
of the choir, attending all of our concerts and 
never passing up an opportunity to thank us for 
our singing.  We are really going to miss him, 
especially at Choral Evensong and Matins services 

which he has led so brilliantly.  We wish him a 
very happy retirement and hope that lots of you 
will come along to choral evensong on 5th June 
for his final service.  It being the Platinum Jubilee 
means that we can sing Parry’s I Was Glad which 
is an amazing anthem and since it’s a royal 
occasion we can include the Vivat Regina section 
which is usually omitted!  
 
On Saturday 11th June at 7pm the choir will be 
putting on their summer concert.  This is a very 
informal concert with lots of fun performances by 
the choir and by some of our instrumentalists and 
there will be the return of our scratch orchestra!  

Due to Covid we have not been able to have a live 
concert for the last two years so this one is going to 
feel extra special.  There will be wine throughout! 
Please come along and support us, it would be 
super to have a big audience to perform to.  We 
will be doing a more formal concert on Saturday 
15th October so please put this date in your diary.    
 
On Saturday 25th June we are singing evensong at 
Southwark Cathedral.  The service is at 4pm if you 
fancy a day trip to London.  So it is going to be a 
busy month but lots of fun as well!    
 
Fiona Johnson 



 
 

 

 

 



Down the Garden Path 

I must begin with a word of warning – ‘Be sure 

that you know what you are about to plant before 
you pick up your trowel!’ 
 
I’m sure that anyone having read about my 
problems with Wild Onions will have no 
sympathy for me over my next mistake.  Many 
years ago I often visited the RSPB Reserve at 
Dungeness, where we enjoyed rides on the little 
train, fish and chips, identifying birds and 
admiring the wild flowers which grew on the 
shingle of the beach.  One plant in particular was a 
very pretty pink flower known as Soapwort – 
Saponaria officinalis.  The last part of the name 
was given to ‘useful’ plants and, as the common 
name suggests, it was once used as we now use 
soap. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saponaria officinalis 

 
I took a few seeds home.  The rich soil in my 
garden was much appreciated and as a result a 
friend and I have just spent a sunny afternoon 
trying to remove it!  It is just as pretty as ever it 
was, but you can have ‘too much of a good thing’! 

Hole Park bluebell woods at Rolvenden 

 

I’m sure many of us have enjoyed and admired the 
very English sight and smell of a Bluebell Wood; 
we are so privileged to have them in spite of the 
ease with which they are cross-pollinated with the 

sturdier Spanish bluebell whose ‘bells’ surround 
the stem, whereas the English plant has a slender 
stem and a slightly drooping head with bells on 

one side only.  To confuse us, both are now named 
Hyacinthoides: H.Non-scripta for the English and 
H.hispanica for the Spanish.  It was much simpler 
in my earlier years when the English one was 
known as a member of the Scilla family and later 
as Endymion, the Spanish one being confined to 
cultivated gardens.  ‘Whatever!’ as my younger 
friends will say, or even ‘So what?’!! 
 

Elsie Emes 

 

Soapwort…continued 
 
Interestingly, it is thought that the Soapwort used 

as a softening agent in the production of ancient 
linen may be responsible for the unexpectedly red 
bloodstains on the Turin Shroud.  The stains have 
been proved to be blood by scientific testing but 
bloodstains fade and then change colour over time.  
It is therefore unexpected that the bloodstains on 
the shroud should be so red, but the haemolitic 
qualities of Soapwort may have preserved the 
colour of the blood cells. 

For anyone else who has a patch of Soapwort (also 
known as Wild Sweet William, Sweet Betty or 
Bouncing Bett) you can follow this recipe to make 
a mild organic soap.  Apparently conservators, 

including those of the National Trust, still use 
soapwort for cleaning wool, lace and embroidery. 

Delicate Fabric Wash 

Take one tightly packed cup of fresh soapwort 
leaves and stalks. 
Bring 2 pints of water to the boil in a saucepan. 
Add the leaves and simmer for 15 minutes. 
 
Allow to cool overnight and then strain through a 
fine sieve, kitchen towel or muslin.  Keep in the 
fridge and use within 1 week. 

Heavy Duty Household Cleaner 

Make a stronger infusion using 2 cups of leaves, 
stalks and/or well-scrubbed roots to 2 pints of 
water for a stronger cleaner.  You could add a 
couple of drops of essential oil to make it smell 
nice. 

Don’t be tempted to drink the infusions.  The 
active ingredient, Saponin, is toxic and may 
induce vomiting, it is also harmful to aquatic 
animals and fish.   

For more information see bathandstill.co.uk 

Ed. 



 

Choir Summer Concert 

Saturday 11th June 7pm 

This is the opportunity for the Choir 

to let their hair down and sing for the 

simple pleasure of making music 

together.  They do more than sing too 

– you will be amazed at how many 

members of the choir can turn their 

hand to an instrument or two! 

Please come along, grab a glass of 

wine and enjoy yourselves while 

supporting the choir. 

Funds raised will support the work of 

the choir. 

 

Cows on the beach! 

Reverend Richard Coles recently tweeted a 

photograph taken on his holiday in Scotland of 

cows walking on the beach.  Most comments 

suggested that the photo must be of Cowes, Isle of 

Wight, but the best captions were “Don’t heifer 

change” and “It looks warm but it’s actually 

Friesian”.  

 

Fingal’s Cave 

My friend Richard has recently been on holiday to 

Staffa, and went on the obligatory boat trip to see 

Fingal’s Cave.  The cave is formed from hexagonal 

basalt columns, like those that make up the Giant’s 

Causeway in Northern Ireland.  There have been 

many famous tourists, including Queen Victoria, 

Jules Verne, who used it in his books Le Rayon 

Vert and Journey to the Centre of the Earth, poets 

William Wordsworth, John Keats and Alfred, 

Lord Tennyson, artist John Turner who painted it 

in 1932 and Felix Mendelssohn, who was inspired 

by the strange acoustic properties of the cave to 

write The Hebrides – or Fingal’s Cave Overture.   

 

Staffa is also home to many, many puffins. 

 

Photos courtesy of Richard Brown © 2022 



Poems for June 
 
In recent times we have been reminded of how vital music can be: from spontaneous musical outpourings all 

over the world throughout lockdowns, to the re-gathering in person of church choirs, like ours, when things 
began to open again.  In the current war in Ukraine, spirits have been lifted by singing, including of the national 
anthem, and more lately by the country’s success in the Eurovision Song Contest.  
Susan Barber 
 

To Music 

 

You dear sweet Art, in many dismal hours 
Where I’ve been bound by life’s unruly course, 
Then in my heart, a warmer love you have ignited: 
You’ve carried me to a better, better world, 
Yes, to a better, better world! 
 
Oft comes a sigh, a holy chord from your harp strings 

That sparks in me a vision, one I clearly see, 
A glimpse of heaven, and the sight of better times before me, 
I thank you for these things, you dear sweet Art,  
For these things, my thanks to you. 
 
Franz von Schober, translated by Tom Potter. 
(The poem in the original German was set to music by Franz Schubert as a song called ‘An die Musik’) 
 
 
 

Everyone Sang 
 
Everyone suddenly burst out singing; 
And I was filled with such delight 

As prisoned birds must find in freedom, 
Winging wildly across the white 
Orchards and dark-green fields; on - on- and out of sight. 
 
Everyone’s voice was suddenly lifted; 
And beauty came like the setting sun: 
My heart was shaken with tears; and horror 
Drifted away . . . O, but Everyone 
Was a bird; and the song was wordless; the singing will  
       never be done. 
 
Siegfried Sassoon 

 
 

 

 

 

New Every Morning 

 
Every day is a fresh beginning, 
Listen my soul to the glad refrain. 
   And, spite of old sorrows 
      And older sinning,  
      Troubles forecasted 
      And possible pain, 
Take heart with the day and begin again. 
 
Susan Coolidge 



 

Seventy Glorious Years 

Queen Elizabeth II is the first British monarch to 

achieve the milestone of a Platinum Jubilee.  She 

overtook the previous record reign set by 

Queen Victoria of 63 years and seven months on 

9th September 2015.  She is also the longest 

reigning female monarch in history.  In the last 

few days she has overtaken Johann II of 

Liechtenstein, who reigned for 70 years and 91 

days and on Trinity Sunday she will match the 70 

years and 126 days of King Rama IX of Thailand.  

To become the longest reigning monarch ever she 

will need to beat the record of Louis 14th of 

France, who reigned from 14th May 1643 to 1st 

September 1715 – 72 years and 110 days.   

This aside, Her Majesty’s long reign has seen some 

amazing changes and developments.  One of the 

first was something that helped her see more of the 

world than any of her predecessors –  the 

introduction of the first commercial jet aeroplane, 

the de Havilland Comet, shortly followed by the 

Boeing 707.  The Queen’s flight moved from 

Canberras to Vickers VC10s (on which my sister 

was aircrew – one of the first Air Quartermasters) 

but at the end of her Silver Jubilee year she took 

her first supersonic flight in Concorde.   

 

Queen Elizabeth took over as Head of the 

fledgling Commonwealth of Nations when she 

became Queen.  Then it consisted of just the UK, 

Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, 

South Africa and Sri Lanka, but it has gradually 

expanded so that today it includes 54 member 

states, nearly all former territories of the British 

Empire but most now independent nations.  It’s 

purpose is to advance the economies, social 

development and human rights of its member 

countries, a common goal even though its member 

countries are among the most diverse in the world, 

the largest, the smallest, the richest and the 

poorest. It is an organisation to which the Queen 

has devoted a lot of time and attention, keeping 

dialogue open at difficult times, such as when 

pressure was being put on South Africa to remove 

the apartheid regime.  South Africa withdrew 

briefly, but is a member again now.   

The Queen has said publicly how much she relied 

upon her first Prime Minister, Sir Winston 

Churchill, to guide her through the routine of her 

constitutional role.  However, she has now seen 13 

Prime Ministers come and go (Churchill, Eden, 

MacMillan, Douglas-Home, Wilson, Heath, 

Callaghan, Thatcher, Major, Blair, Brown, 

Cameron, May) with Boris Johnson the 14th but 

perhaps not her last.  She is now in a position to 

give them advice as she has met virtually every 

head of state who has held office since 1953 and 

apparently has a keen memory of people and 

events. 

The news of the first successful ascent of Mount 

Everest reached the UK on the morning of the 

coronation.  Other notable achievements during 

Her Majesty’s reign included Roger Bannister 

breaking the 4 minute mile in 1954, Virginia Wade 

winning Wimbledon in  1977 and Andy Murray in 

2013 and 2016.  She handed the World Cup to 

Bobby Moore when England won it in 1966.   

 

A notable devotee of horseracing, she has bred a 

number of winning horses and taken wins at four 

of the five Classic Races, the 1000 Guineas and 

2000 Guineas, Epsom Oaks and St Ledger Stakes.  

In 1976 she watched Princess Anne become the 

first member of the British Royal Family to 

compete at the Olympic Games, having already 

won a European Gold Medal in Eventing in 1971, 

the year she won the BBC Sports Personality of the 

Year Award.  Her granddaughter, Zara Tindall,  

was also an Olympic Equestrian, winning a silver 

medal with the British team in 2012.  The Queen 

famously opened the Olympic Games in London 



after parachuting into the arena as part of a James 

Bond film! 

 

The Queen’s reign has coincided with all of the 

developments in space exploration, from early 

Russian space missions to the 1969 Moon landing, 

the start of the US Space Shuttle programme in 

1981, the construction of the International Space 

Station in 1998, the Curiosity Rover landing on 

Mars in 2012 and the first successful use of a 

commercial Space X spacecraft to deliver 

astronauts to the International Space Station in 

2021. 

Shortly after the Queen’s coronation Crick and 

Watson managed to unravel the double helix 

structure of DNA which led to the complete 

decoding of the human genome in 2003.  The 

sixties saw the start of human organ transplants, 

the first kidney transplant in the UK in 1960 and 

the first heart transplant in South Africa in 1967.  

In July 1978 the first baby was born following IVF, 

with subsequent developments offering hope of 

conception to thousands of childless couples. 

The earliest programmable computer was 

developed during the second world war by Alan 

Turing, Tommy Flowers and others at Bletchley 

Park, an achievement which went unheralded for 

decades while the work remained shrouded in 

secrecy.  Their machines used large vacuum tube 

valves and diodes.  By 1953 Manchester 

University had built the first transistor computer, 

the beginning of the second generation of 

computers.  Since then the development of 

microchips has allowed computers to become 

smaller and smaller.  The first IBM portable 

computer became available in 1975, though at a 

hefty 23kg (the luggage allowance of many 

airlines) you wouldn’t have wanted to carry it far.  

The first mobile phone was developed by Motorola 

in 1973 – also a hefty brick size – but gradually the 

miniaturization means that most of us carry 

around a combined telephone and computer many 

thousands of times more powerful than those of 

the sixties in our pockets every day.  Sir Timothy 

Berners-Lee developed the World Wide Web, 

which facilitates so much of our modern 

communication. The Queen sent her first email on 

26th March 1976 and is thought to be the first head 

of state to do so. 

The Queen’s position as constitutional monarch 

means that she maintains a position detached from 

party politics.  However,  the assassination of her 

cousin, Lord Louis Mountbatten, in 1979 by the 

IRA was surely designed to gain her close 

attention.  ‘The Troubles’ blighted about 30 years 

of her reign, from 1968 until the Good Friday 

Agreement in 1998.   The Queen met members of 

Sinn Fein responsible for her relative’s death as 

they took up positions under the Northern Ireland 

power sharing arrangements.  She also visited Eire 

in 2011, the first British monarch to do so for over 

a hundred years. 

The Queen has seen two political experiments 

come full circle.  Britain joined the European 

Economic Community in 1973, later the European 

Union.  Relations with old enemies in Europe 

improved.  The Channel Tunnel opened in 1995 

improving physical links in addition to political 

and economic ones.  However, the country has 

since negotiated a withdrawal from the EU. 

Similarly a ‘cold war’ persisted between the USSR 

and most other countries following World War 2, 

with threats of nuclear attacks from both sides 

causing fear and mistrust until President Mikhail 

Gorbachev adopted policies of reform and 

openness in an attempt to improve the Soviet 

Union’s economy through worldwide trade.  

Relations with western countries improved, in 

1989 the Berlin wall was taken down, trade 

improved, businesses like McDonalds opened 

branches in Russia.  Failure of the East German 

regime led to reunification with the rest of 

Germany.  Weakening of the Soviet Communist 

Party also led to the breakdown of the USSR into 

its constituent parts.  Unfortunately the recent 

attack on Ukraine seems to be an attempt to 

completely destroy this area as an independent 

state and international protests against this action 

has returned Russia to a pariah state. 

The Queen has attended the aftermath of many 

tragedies which have occurred during her reign, 

floods, draughts, storms both in the UK and 

throughout the commonwealth.  It is said that one 

of her greatest regrets is not visiting Aberfan 

sooner, initially sending Prince Philip in her place.  

The Aberfan disaster was particularly upsetting, 



with a colliery spoil tip becoming unstable after 

heavy rain and sliding like an avalanche down the 

mountain to cover the local junior school and a 

row of houses.  This meant that 116 of the 144 

fatalities were young schoolchildren.  The Queen 

did not want to interrupt the search for survivors 

and victims for a moment, as would be inevitable 

if she visited straight away.  In the end she visited 

a week later and it is one of the very few occasions 

when she has been seen to shed tears in public. 

 

Although considered rather conservative now, the 

Queen has supported many innovations during her 

reign.  Cameras were allowed into Westminster 

Abbey to film her coronation with the exception of 

one short section of the service while she was 

anointed with holy oil.  Subsequent weddings and 

funerals have all been televised live.  She also 

instigated the ‘Walkabout’ while on a visit to 

Australia in 1970.  For the first time she left her car 

and walked over to the people standing waiting to 

see her go by, so that they could see her more 

closely and even speak to her.  It gave her security 

staff kittens but has remained a staple of Royal 

visits. 

Being seen by the public has always been an 

important part of the ‘job’, but it also carries risks.  

She was shot at while riding down The Mall to 

attend the Trooping of the Colour in 1981, with 

guards and police officers immediately swooping 

on her assailant and the Queen quickly regaining 

control of her horse and continuing as if nothing 

had happened.  Of course it is sometime dangerous 

if you just stay at home.  The queen woke one 

morning in July 1982 to find a stalker had 

managed to get into her bedroom.  She again 

remained calm and kept him talking while her 

initial ringing of a night alarm bell and telephone 

call for help went unanswered.  Fortunately she 

was joined by a maid and together they were able 

to usher him into the corridor and towards the 

police.  Security was tightened! 

One interesting fact is that, despite being very well 

travelled and often seen behind the wheel of a land 

rover, the Queen does not hold a passport or 

driving licence.  These documents are both issued 

in her name and so she has no need of them.  The 

Queen learned to drive quite substantial vehicles at 

an early age as she drove a truck as part of her 

wartime duties in the Women’s ATS. 

 

Deborah Bruce 



Our Cathedrals - Part 2 

Lincoln Cathedral Church of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Last month when describing Winchester I said it 

had been built on a bog so it not surprising that on 

approaching the city one tends to almost look 

down on the cathedral.  With Lincoln this is quite 

the opposite.  It is built on a hill and can be seen 

from many miles away.  In fact when in Lincoln 

there is a very steep climb up to the building.  

Some of the narrow approach roads are still cobble 

and there are kerb side railings to give you a hand 

up during snowy weather 

One day in 1185 the whole of Britain was shaken 

by a mysterious earthquake and this destroyed the 

first of Lincoln’s cathedrals.  The one we know 

today is the second and a far lovelier building than 

the first. 

One of the first things William the Conqueror did 

when he came to Britain was to install his own 

bishops in the cathedrals.  Previously bishops had 

been men of learning, living quiet lives.  William 

thought they ought to support him by taking a 

more active part in the affairs of his newly 

conquered nation, and appointed Norman bishops 

who were used to his way of thinking.  The first 

such bishop was appointed to Lincoln.  His name 

was Remigius de Fecamp and he appeared to be 

living up to William’s demands since almost at 

once he began building a castle and a new 

cathedral. 

Twenty years later Remigius’s cathedral was 

finished.  It was a stern, bleak building which has 

been said to have looked more like a fortress than 

a church.  However in 1141 the first disaster struck 

– the wooden roof was destroyed by fire.  The 

bishop at that time decided not only to have the 

roof replaced, but also to do some rebuilding on 

other sections of the cathedral.  

The bishop’s name was Alexander the 

Magnificent, famous as a building bishop.  He 

made his additions and left a splendid new roof of 

stone and slate, but the heavy roof was built on 

pillars designed to support a wooden roof. 

When King Stephen succeeded Henry 1st England 

broke out in a brief Civil War.  Stephen’s cousin – 

the self-styled ‘Empress’ Matilda – gathered many 

supporters around her and used the cathedral as a 

stronghold.  After Stephen’s victory, the king took 

the castle over.  

Then came the earthquake of 1185, and Alexander 

the Magnificent’s heavy roof fell, taking with it 

most of the rest of the cathedral.  The next year 

Hugh of Avalon, afterwards known as Hugh of 

Lincoln, became the bishop and he began to 

design, what is, in the main, the cathedral we 

know today.  He died in 1200 but the work he 

started steadily continued and around 1280 there 

was a magnificent consecration attended by King 

Edward 1st and Eleanor, his queen. 

 

Perhaps the part of the cathedral which is best 

known is the famous Angel Choir where the tomb 

of St Hugh can be seen.  In the Angel Choir there 

are many fine carvings of angels, but also what has 

come to be known far and wide as the Lincoln 

Imp.  We don’t know whether a medieval sculptor 

had a sense of humour, but at the top of the pillar 

closest to the head shrine you can see a little devil, 

feathered but with horns and hooves, one leg 

crossed over the other, peering out from a mass of 

foliage.  The legend says that this little imp caused 

so much havoc in the cathedral that one of the 

angels turned him 

into stone.  Whatever 

the story, he should 

not be missed. 

From a personal point 

of view having read 

and enjoyed the book 

– Katherine by Anya Seton – and knowing that she 

was buried in the Cathedral, I always go and look 

at her tomb.  Katherine Swynford was mistress 

and then wife of John of Gaunt and in her way 

was quite an important figure in English history. 

Daphne Pilcher   

I can only add that Lincoln Cathedral is a chorister’s 

nightmare.  The Song Room is high up in a tower – so if 

you forget something you will be out of breath and 

unable to sing for a while.  Ed 



Activity Pages 
 
A crossword with a difference – Around the Town – where the last letter of each answer is the first letter of 

the next. 
 
1       2   

 8   9      

       14   

 13  19      3 

7  18 21     10  

       15   

      20   4 

 12 17    16    

       11   

6      5    

 

 
1.  For those who are ill 
2. Don’t drop this – find a bin 
3. Not the place for games 
4. Regular visits here can save pain 
5. Lights to control vehicles 
6. A place to worship God 
7. You might stay here on a visit 
8. This might be useful to carry on an unlit road 
9. Walk on this and not in the road 
10. Some roads are made from this material 
11. Street with a dead end 
12. Where a Judge functions 

13. The end of the line for a train 
14. Buy something here 
15. Where you might play in safety 
16. Stall where you might find an ice cream for sale 
17. Never walk on this part of the pavement 
18. From of transport 
19. Where you might watch a football match 
20. Home of the town’s ancient remains 
21. Park here, but don’t forget to pay 
 

 

Twenty Questions to Test You 
 

1. Which Cathedral has the tallest spire in the 

country? 
2. What are the six languages used in the British 

Isles? 
3. Which three friends did Jesus take with him to 

the Garden of Gethsemane the day before he 
was crucified? 

4. Which Frenchman invented the code made up 
of a series of dots which enabled blind people 
to read? 

5. Why could the people of Gadara keep pigs? 
6. Who in the Old Testament dreamed of a 

ladder reaching up to heaven? 
7. What nickname did Jesus give James and John? 
8. Who was the mother of Moses? 
9. What name was given in Roman times to 

professional fighters who fought each other to 
death in the arena? 

10. Who founded the monastery at Monte Cassino? 

11. Who wrote the Acts of the Apostles? 

12. Who was the skilled hunter – Jacob or Esau? 
13. Which English cathedral has a famous 

chained library including a Wycliffe Bible? 
14. What is the Jewish musical instrument called 

a shofar? 
15. Name the two daughters of Laban? 
16. Which flower is said to represent the suffering 

of Jesus at his crucifixion? 
17. How did Judas betray Jesus to the Roman 

soldiers in the Garden of Gethsemane? 
18. Which famous German composer was Court 

Composer to Queen Anne? 
19. Which Saxon Queen founded a convent 

which in time became Ely Cathedral? 
20. Which famous preacher said – The world is 

my parish? 

 

 
Hopefully are minds are now turning to more outdoor activities.  Try this word search All About Sport.  At 
the end you will be left with eight unused letters which will give you a sport connected with mountains.  
 

ARROW AUTOCROSS BASKETBALL BENCH BOX BULLY 
CRICKET CUP DERBY DRESSAGE GOAL GYMNASTICS 
IRON KIT LACROSSE LAP LEMANS LINKS 
LOB NET PAR POLEVAULT RELAY RACE 
ROW SOCCER TACKLE TIME UMPIRE WIDE 
WIMBLEDON 



W K I T L U A V E L O P 
B I E S S O R C O T U A 

G I M I N E S N A M E L 

Y W I B L E W P P S M L 
M O T A L I T I U O A A 
N R Y K D E R B Y C L B 
A R C E K E D N R C I T 
S A N C H L A O G E N E 
T W I A C L S R N R K K 
I R O R N S C I G X S S 
C A D R E S S A G E O A 
S P A L B O L Y L L U B 

 

 

 

A Nature Quiz – Guess Who I am 
 

1. I’m a nice shiny evergreen, but I don’t advise 
you to sit on me 

2. I have a reputation for being wise and I love 
the night 

3. Part of me in time, saves nine, but the rest of 
me can be something rather nasty on the hand 

4. Think of the night, and then of high winds and 
you may guess who I am 

5. I’m all that remains when the fire has burnt out 
6. People say I’m lazy and spiteful, but they like 

to hear my voice 
7. I’m part animal and part clothing. I can be 

poison, but carefully used I am medicine too. 
8. I’m usually hard to find, but my name is the 

last colour in the rainbow 
9. Most people connect me with hot, sunny 

weather and holiday times 
10. I’m on a very high frequency.  I’m blind and I 

have a fondness for church towers 
11. I’m described as the heart of England.  I was 

used for the building of old sailing ships and 
my fruit is much loved by squirrels 

12. Children play with me and make me into 
chains 

13. I’m grey and black and white.  I’m shy and I 
hunt at night 

14. I live underground in darkness, but I leave 
traces on the surface in the form of piles of 

earth 
15. Children say they can tell the time by me 
16. I belong to the cliffs and the sea, but inland I 

can be the sign of bad weather 
17. I claim a throne, but I go in for fishing 
18. Found on the river bank, part of me is often in 

water.  Baskets are made from me. 
19. We all live together at the top of tall trees.  

You can hear our cry for miles around 
20. Contrary to general opinion I’m not slimy.  I 

shed my skin as I grow. 

 

 
To do this crossword with a difference you will 
probably need a Bible – then take a look at the 

index page.  After number one – which is the third 
book of the New Testament – you will need the 
names of twelve Old Testament books to complete 
the crossword.  Don’t forget that the last letter of 
each answer is the first of the next. 
 

1   2     

     8  3 

    11    

 10       

  13     4 

        

     12   

7 9       

    6   5 

 
 

 



St Boniface is an English saint who is remembered 
on June 5th.  He was born around 680 and after 
some quiet years in a Hampshire monastery went 

as a missionary to the barbaric tribes of northern 
Germany.  He lived among them for thirty-one 
years bringing many of them to the Christian faith 
by his teaching and kindness. 
 
He was very courageous, and the story of how he 
won over a savage tribe shows this.  The tribe 
worshipped Thor, the Scandinavian god of 
thunder, and the people used to meet for sacrifice 
around an ancient oak tree which was sacred to 
the god.  Boniface was determines to put an end to 
this idolatry and one day, attended by a few of his 
monks, he went out with an axe intending to fell 
the tree.  It was a dangerous thing to do, for the 

heathens might well have killed him there and 
then for the insult to their god.  They all gathered 
round him as he began to swing the axe, but 
though they muttered and scowled they did not 
touch him, thinking that Thor himself would kill 
him for his actions. 
 
This bold deed convinced the people that the God 
of the Christians must be greater than Thor and 
many of them turned to Christianity.  Out of the 
oak Boniface built a small chapel, and soon there 
was a flourishing Christian community on the spot 
where the oak had once stood. 
 

When Boniface was about seventy-five years old 
he decided to make a journey to Friesland which 
was still pagan.  At first all went well and many of 
the pagans began turning to Christ, but this so 
angered the rest of the heathen community.  When 
the Christians were gathering for a special service 
for Whitsunday, many shouting savages came 
swarming up to the Christian group and Boniface 
was among those who were killed.  But he served 
God faithfully and with courage to the very end. 
 

 

ANSWERS 
 
Around the Town 

1 Hospital 2 Litter 3 Road 
4 Dentist 5 Traffic 6 Church 
7 Hotel 8 Lamp 9 Pavement 
10 Tarmac 11 Culdesac 12 Court  
13 Terminus 14 Shop 15 Park  
16 Kiosk 17 Kerb 18 Bus  
19 Stadium 20 Museum 21 Meter 
 
Twenty questions to test you 

1 Salisbury  
2 English, Welsh, Gaelic (Scottish), Erse (Irish), 

Manx (Isle of Man), French (Channel Islands) 
3 Peter, James and John 
4 Louis Braille 
5 Because they were not Jews and therefore did 

not consider pigs to be unclean animals 
6 Jacob 
7 Sons of Thunder 
8 Jochebed 
9 Gladiators 
10 St Benedict 
11 Luke 
12 Esau 
13 Hereford 
14 Ram’s Horn Trumpet 
15 Leah and Rachel 
16 Passion Flower 
17 With a Kiss 

18 Handel 
19 Ethelreda 
20 John Wesley 
 
Sports Word Search 

The unused letters make up the sport CLIMBING 
 
A Nature Quiz 

1 Holly 2 Owl 3 Stitchwort 
4 Nightingale 5 Ash 6 Cuckoo 
7 Foxglove 8 Violet 9 Beech 
10 Bat 11 Oak 12 Daisy 
13 Badger 14 Mole 15 Foxglove 
16 Seagull 17 Kingfisher 18 Willow  

19 Rook 20 Snake 
 
Books of the Bible Crossword 

1 Luke 2 Esther 
3 Ruth 4 Hosea 
5 Amos 6 Samuel 
7 Lamentations 8 Song of Solomon 
9 Nahum 10 Micah 
11 Haggai 12 Isaiah 
13 Habakkuk 



General Information 
 

Vicar 

Rev Ronnie Williams,  521357 

The Vicarage, Bretland Road, Rusthall 
 

Readers 

Mr Tim Cripps 543355 

Miss Daphne Pilcher 521691 
 

Churchwardens 

Mr Clive McAllister 532817 

Miss May Graves 680274 

 

Deputy Churchwardens 

Mr Graeme Anderson 532922 

Mrs Susan Powley 545067 

Mrs Margaret Brown 680455 

 

Parochial Church Council Secretary 

Mrs Mione Palmer 667951 

 

Treasurer and Planned Giving 

Mrs Pat Cripps 521447 
 

Safeguarding Officers 

May Graves 680274 

Daphne Pilcher 521691 

 

DBS Officer 

Clive Brown 

 c/o the Parish Office 521447 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship Secretary 

Vivienne Sharp 543263 
 

Choir Leader 

Miss Fiona Johnson 07540 273303 
 

Magazine Editors 

Deborah Bruce, Sue Hare and Mione Palmer 

c/o the Parish Office 
email – magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 
 

Flower Arrangers 
Mrs Daphne Hodges 533492 
 

Parish Hall Bookings 
Enquiries to Parish Office  521447 

 

 

Rusthall St Paul’s Primary School 

Headteacher - Miss Caroline Powell 520582 
 

 

Churchyards 
Enquiries to the Parish Office 

 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 

 
All worshippers who are baptised members of the Church of England, and 

aged over 16, should have their names entered on the Electoral Roll.  This 

entitles them to attend and vote at the Annual Parochial Meeting.  Forms 

for enrolment will be found in the Parish Church or the Parish Office and 

should be sent to the Vicar. 

Organisations 
 

Julian Group 

Mrs Pat Stevens  529187 

 

St Paul’s Parish Fellowship 

Mrs Zillah Witt (Chair) 523028 

Vacancy (Secretary)  

 

Group Scout Leader 

Gavin Cons 

Email – rusthallscoutgroup@gmail.com  

Scout Membership Secretary 

Merissa Patrick 

Email – rusthallscoutgroupwaitinglist@yahoo.co.uk 

Beavers: beaversrusthall@gmail.com 

Cubs: rusthallcubs@hotmail.co.uk 

Scouts: rusthallscouts@gmail.com 

 

Guide Senior Section 

Helen Deller 07720 252481 

Guide Guiders 

Charlotte Franklin 07837658751 

Brownie Guiders 

Mrs Wendy Anderson (Thurs) 532922 

Ms Tina Francis (Mon) 545877 

Rainbows 

Mrs Mary Saunders 319872 

Email – saundii@aol.com 

 

Mothers and Toddlers 

Mrs Annie Softley 548366 

 

Rusthall Lunch Club 

Mrs Ros Rodwell 01892 618538 

 

Rusthall Community & Youth Project 

Barry Edwards  680296 

 

Rusthall Village Association 

Alex Britcher 07967 011467 

 

Rusthall Parish Council 

Council Clerk 07805 475397 

 

Rusthall Bonfire and Fete Committee 

Annie Sofley 548366 

 

Friends of TW and Rusthall Common 

Clive Evans 534040 

 

 



 

 

The Parish Office 

Parish Administrator - Mrs Ginette di Palma 

St Paul's Parish Office, Church Centre, Rusthall Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 8RE 

Telephone (01892) 521447 

Registered Charity in England & Wales, Number 1132681 
 

 

Office email:    office@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

Magazine email: magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

Website:  www.stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

 

The Office is open on weekday mornings (except Tuesdays) between 10 am and 1 pm. 


