


SERVICES 
 

Sunday 1st May 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

Philip and James, Apostles 
 

 10.00 am Parish Eucharist (CW) 

  President & Preacher: The Vicar, 

  Minister: Tim Cripps 
 

 10.00 am Family Service at the  

  Church Centre + Zoom 

  Lead: Daphne Pilcher 

  Link: Daphne Pollard 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP) 

  Minister & Preacher: The Vicar 
 

Saturday 7th May 
 1.00 pm Marriage Blessing - Parish Church  
 

Sunday 8th May 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

 10.00 am Parish Eucharist with Baptism (CW) 

  President & Preacher:  

  Rev. Nicholas Burton 

  Minister: The Vicar 
 

 10.00 am Family Service  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  Lead: Tim Cripps 

  Link: Rosemary Romano 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP)  

  Minister & Preacher: Tim Cripps 
 

Saturday 14th May 
 1.00 pm Wedding at the Parish Church 
 

unday 15th May 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

 10.00 am Eucharist (CW) 

  President & Preacher: The Vicar,  
 

 10.00 am Family Service with Holy Communion  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  Lead: Jenny Cooper 

  Link: Liz Goddard 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP) 

  Minister: Rev. Nicholas Burton,  

  Minister: The Vicar 
 

Sunday 22nd May 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

10.00 am  Matins (BCP) 

  Minister: Tim Cripps,  

  Preacher: Rev. Nicholas Burton 
 

10.00 am  Family Service with Holy Communion  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  President: The Vicar 

  Link: Viv Littlechild 
 

 6.30 pm Eucharist (CW) 

  President & Preacher: The Vicar 
 

 

Thursday 26th May 

Ascension Day 

 8.00 pm Eucharist (CW) 
  President & Preacher: The Vicar 
  Minister: Tim Cripps 
 

Sunday 29th May 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

The Sunday after Ascension 
 

10.00 am  Eucharist (CW) 

  President: The Vicar,  

  Preacher & Minister: Tim Cripps 
 

10.00 am  Family Service with Holy Communion  

  at the Church Centre + Zoom 

  President: The Vicar 

  Link: Viv Littlechild 
 

 6.30 pm Evensong (BCP) 

  Minister & Preacher: The Vicar 

 

DIARY 
 

Monday 2nd May 

Bank Holiday 
  Parish Office closed 

 

Wednesday 4th May 
 8.00 pm Family Service Meeting  
  at the Church Centre 

 

Thursday 5th May 
 6.00 pm Marriage Blessing rehearsal  
  at the Parish Church 

 

Thursday 12th May 
 3.00 pm Parish Fellowship  
  at the Church Centre 
 

Thursdays throughout the month 
12 for 12.30  Rusthall Lunch Club at the  
  Church Centre 
 

 
 

 



From the Vicarage 
 

 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed, alleluia!  
 
We seem to be having the best time all round – good weather, longer days, amazing signs of spring and, 
of course, celebrating the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  A very big thank you to 
the Flower Team and all those who were involved in decorating the Church buildings for our Easter 
celebrations.  Preparations are also underway to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  We will be 
having a joint parade service at 10am on Sunday the 5th of June – for which the rehearsal for the colour 
party will be on the Sunday morning – and choral Evensong at 6:30.  
 

As part of these celebrations a book entitled ‘Our 
Faithful Queen – 70 Years of Faith and Service’ has been 
written by Catherine Butcher and some copies will be 

available at the Parish Office and at the Parish Church. 
  
Sunday the 5th of June will also be Tim Cripps’ final 
service before he retires from active service as a Lay 
Reader.  As Churchwarden, Tim was involved in my 
appointment as Vicar and I am very grateful to him for 
all that he has done in and for the Parish and wish him 
all the best for his retirement.  We will have the 
opportunity to thank Tim for all his contributions to the 
life and ministry of the parish. 
 
As Christians, we are constantly reminded of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection but the season of Easter gives us 
more opportunity to reflect on this most important 

aspect of our faith.  In trying to drive home the significance of Jesus’ resurrection, St Paul stated that ‘if 
Christ has not been raised’ then our faith is futile and a waste of time – and we are still in our sins.  St 
Paul goes on to state that ‘If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied (1 Corinthians 15:17-22).  St Paul however maintains that ‘…in fact Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.  For since death came through a human being, the 
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be 
made alive in Christ’ (1 Corinthians 15:20-22).  Jesus’ resurrection gives us a very unique hope – not 
just of believing but of living our lives in the knowledge of ‘the resurrection of the dead’. This is good 
news indeed and Jesus has given each one of us the task and responsibility of telling others about it just 
as he asked Mary Magdalene to do during their meeting in the garden.  It is also important to 
remember that God in Christ, through the Holy Spirit is regularly with us.  Our challenge is to not only 
remember this but to acknowledge God’s continual presence with us, especially when we may be 
feeling disillusioned – and to then hear his renewed message of hope – and his call for us to let others 
know about his message of hope for everyone. 

 
May we be given the desire and ability to share this amazing news of Jesus’ resurrection with everyone 
we meet, to his praise and for his glory.  Amen. 
 

 



TWODS is going Green 
 

 
 

“Once upon a time, there was a grumpy ogre named Shrek…”  

Get ready as everyone’s favourite loveable green-eared monster is hitting the stage! 

Based on the Oscar-winning DreamWorks Animation film, this hilarious and 
spectacular production turns the world of fairytales upside down in an all-singing, all-

dancing, must-see musical comedy. 

Join Shrek, our unlikely hero and his loyal steed Donkey as they set off on a quest to 
rescue the beautiful Princess Fiona from her tower, guarded by a fire breathing love-
sick dragon. Add the smaller than life Lord Farquaad, a gang of fairytale misfits plus a 

biscuit with attitude, and you’ve got a Shrek-tacular mix of adventure, laughter and 
romance, guaranteed to delight audiences of all ages! 

Your children will adore the Three Blind Mice, the Gingerbread Man, and the Grammy 
award-winning musical score of happy singalong tunes. The adults will love the 

cheeky, irreverent humour from the original film. 

Featuring all new songs as well as cult movie anthem ‘I’m a Believer’, SHREK THE 
MUSICAL bursts into Tunbridge Wells in an all-singing, all-dancing extravaganza! 

Shrek will be at the Assembly Hall, June 14th to 18th evenings at 7pm, and matinees 
Wed & Sat at 2pm (NOTE EARLER TIMES) 

If you would like tickets, then contact Paul Barter (530937) who can offer members 
prices, excluding the Assembly Hall booking fee – prices Wed-Sat evenings £23/£21, 

matinees Wed & Sat and Tues evening £22/£20.  
Assembly Hall booking fee £3 per ticket. 



From the Editorial Team 

 
Instead of feeling like spring, April arrived not only with showers but also an icy blast and then a load of 

Saharan dust!  Fortunately by the end of the month it became much warmer and with the abundance of new 
green leaves everywhere is looking much more springlike now.  This is a relief as we all turn down our 
thermostats in an effort to keep our heating bills down to a manageable amount.   
 
With great poignancy 9th May is Europe Day, which celebrates peace and unity in Europe.  Following the end 
of the second world war, on 9th May 1950, Robert Schuman, French Foreign Minister, made a declaration 
setting out his idea for a new form of political cooperation in Europe to make war unthinkable.  His initial 
proposal was a joint authority to cover the production of coal and steel in France and West Germany that 
would later be opened to other European Countries.  After the decimation caused by two world wars in half a 
century, this was one of several suggestions to try to prevent anything like it happening in the future, including 
Winston Churchill’s call for the founding of a Council of Europe.  It went ahead, with the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Italy and Luxembourg also signing the Treaty of Paris on 18th April 1951, which created the European 
Coal and Steel Community and paved the way for the European Economic Community and subsequently the 
European Union.  As Russia continues to wage war against the Ukraine it seems that war in Europe is not 

unthinkable, but the success of Ukraine in holding fast against the superior military strength of Russia, albeit 
with some supplies from the EU and NATO, has been remarkable, though nightly news reports shows the great 
costs in loss of lives and infrastructure.   
 
15th – 19th May is Christian Aid Week.  They explain that they work with local partners and communities to 
fight injustice, respond to humanitarian emergencies, campaign for change, and help people claim the services 
and rights they are entitled to.  Their appeal highlights their concerns in Zimbabwe, where the consequences of 
the conflict in Ukraine is raising food and fertiliser prices and adding to the problems that already existed due 
to local conflict, corruption and the pandemic.   Donations can be made via the Christian Aid website. 
 
On a lighter note, 12-19th May is National Doughnut Week, and then to curb the effects 16-20 May is National 
Walk to School Week.  I shall hope that I can get me feet up and watch at least some of the Giro d ’Italia, 
though I  am also needed to provide additional childcare this month, as my son and his partner are expecting 
grandchild number 2!  So exciting!  

 
Have a lovely May, and get any articles for the June magazine to us by 15th May please.  The picture on the 
cover is The Ascension, by Dosso Dossi, 16th century. 
 

Deborah Bruce and Sue Hare 

 

Magazine Article Deadlines 
 

15th May for June 
12th June for July/August 
14th August for September 

11th September for October 
16th October for November 

13th November for December/January 2023 
 
The time between the deadline and magazine issue is to allow for typing, formatting, proofreading, and compiling the 

magazine.  These all take time and have to be fitted around the volunteer editorial team’s other commitments.  We would 

therefore be very grateful if you would keep to the deadlines set.  Please send items for publication to 

magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk.  

 

Magazines are posted on the Parish website by the 1st of the month.  Photocopies of the magazine can be made available 

to those who cannot access the magazine online.  Please contact Ginette di Palma at the Church Office (TW 521447) to 

arrange production and collection/delivery. 

 

From The Registers 

 
Baptism: 

We welcome as a newly Baptised member of the Church: 
Harriet Isabel Jenner 

mailto:magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk




Churchwarden’s Notes 
 

 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 

Thank you for everyone involved in the beautiful 
decorations and floral displays for our Easter 
celebrations.  How lovely to see colour back in the 
church after the austerity of Lent. 
 

As ever the Easter week services, although sadly 
lacking in numbers, were as moving as ever. 
 

By now our APCM has been and gone and amongst 
the elements of church life that were reported and 
discussed, we publicly announced that we are going 
to serve St Paul’s for one more year and will 
therefore both stand down as Churchwardens at our 
2023 APCM. 
 

We both feel that the time has come when younger 
people should now take over the burden of 
responsibility from our aged shoulders. 
 

If any of you have an overwhelming urge to take on 
the mantle of church warden, we are sure Ronnie 

will be delighted to discuss this with you and 
encourage you. 
 

As for the day to day running of the parish is 
concerned, there is nothing particularly dramatic to 
report. 
 

So, we wish you all 
Love and Peace 
 

May and Clive 

 

APCM report 
 

A full report of the APCM will be published in due 
course.  However, the following appointments took 
place: 
 

Churchwardens Clive McAllister 

May Graves 
 

Deputy Churchwardens Graeme Anderson, 
Susan Powley 
Margaret Brown 
Chris Dobson 

 

PCC Members (re-elected to serve 3 years) 
Daphne Pilcher 
Sue Hare 

Paul and the Organist in Corinth 
 

The writer of the below clearly has never listened to 

our organists!  We are so lucky to have such 
wonderful musicians to assist our worship.  They 
surely have the most difficult job, a vast instrument, 
no two the same, stops all over the place with 
multiple manuals (keyboards) and a pedalboard 
(keyboard played with the feet).  I have no idea how 
they manage it. 
 

Deborah Bruce 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



St Paul’s Parish Fellowship 
 

The Parish Fellowship was born out of the 

amalgamation of the Men’s and Women’s 
Fellowships and now Men and Women meet 
together in Fellowship with each other under the 
Chairperson Mrs. Zillah Witt. 
 

Meetings are held in the Parish Hall on every 
second Thursday at 3pm.  We have a good line up 
of speakers until the end of the year (see attached). 
We have a New Year Party as well.  A raffle is held 
for a Charity at each meeting except during Lent. 
 

New members are always welcome.  The annual 
subscription is currently £10 per annum which is 
excellent value for a year round programme. 
 

Each meeting has a nominal entrance fee currently 
50p for members and £2 for visitors which means 
that if you wanted to try any one of the meetings on 
the programme you are welcome to do so before 
making your mind up about membership. 
 

We are a friendly bunch and a warm welcome 
awaits newcomers.  Why not come along and see. 
 

Tim Cripps 

Deputy Chairman 

 

Parish Fellowship report 
 

We met on Thursday April 14th at 3pm on a sunny 

afternoon, with the warm weather here at last.  We 
welcomed the Rev. Helen Warmington, Vicar of 
the United Reform church in Rusthall, and she 
talked to us on the subject of Lent, just before it 
ended this year.  Who would have believed she 
could find so many interesting topics on the subject? 
 

First of all, the name Lent comes from the Old English 
to lengthen, because the days are getting longer.  Then 
she went through all the stages of Lent and the 
customs associated with them, both here and in 
different parts of the world, from Shrove Tuesday, 
(pancakes!), Ash Wednesday, Mothering Sunday, 
Palm Sunday, and finally all the days in Holy Week, 

arriving at the end of Lent and coming to Easter Day. 
 

We heard about some of the customs in other 
countries, such as Mardi Gras; other places have 
colourful processions, such as on Palm Sunday.  
She also talked about fasting, and the sort of things 
people give up (or not!) in Lent.  It was very 
interesting to hear about the customs in other 
countries all round the world, and in other branches 
of the Christian religion.  Helen spoke so beautifully 
clearly that there was no danger of not being able to 
hear her, and much of it was amusing too.  
Altogether it was a very interesting afternoon. 
 

The next meeting will be on Thursday May 12th, 

which will be our AGM.  This begins with a short 
Communion Service in the Church at 2.30pm, and 
then we move into the hall for the meeting at 3pm.  
We shall be choosing the charity we want to support 
for the next year and, more importantly, we need to 
find a new secretary, so do please think if it would 
be something you could do. 
 

Gillian Penny, Secretary 
 

PROGRAMME 
 
Thursday 12th May at 2.30pm  Communion with the Vicar in the Church Centre Church 
 3pm  Annual General Meeting in the Parish Hall 
 

Thursday 9th June    NO MEETING 
 

Thursday 23rd June at 7.30pm  Visit to Eridge Church 
 

Thursday 14th July    Outing to Hever Castle 
 

Thursday 11th August at 3pm  Angela Culley – A Life in Education 
 

Thursday 8th September at 3pm Melanie Gibson-Barton – Life and times of Edith Cavell 
 

Thursday 13th October at 3pm  Music and Poetry 
 

Thursday 10th November at 3pm Mark Norman. Health Correspondent BBC SE News 
 

Thursday 8th December at 3pm Quiz Time 



 

G. S. Anderson 
      Gardening and Maintenance 

Service 
 

 

 

 

Do you need help with your gardening  

or decorating? 

 

Cannot manage the mowing? 

Fed up with the weeding? 

Want to cut out the pruning? 

Need small decorating jobs done? 

 

Why not give me a call – I will do most 

gardening and decorating jobs  

 

Contact me on 01892 532922 

or 07879 245793 

to discuss your needs 

BLACKHAM VILLAGE CAFÉ AND 

MARKET 
(first Saturday of every month except January) 

 

  Saturday 7 May 

  Saturday 4 June 

  Saturday 2 July 

 

10am – 12.30pm 

BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

Meet your friends at “The Stage” café, enjoy 

filter coffee, tea and a piece of delicious 

homemade cake, or a warm sausage roll. 
 

Produce for sale at the market includes: bread, 

free range eggs, pasties and other baked 

savouries, cakes, scones, preserves, honey, 

wild bird food plus other exciting goodies.  
 

If you are interested in having a stall in the future 

please contact: Jacki 01892 740337 
 
 

Blackham Village Hall is a registered charity whose 
sole purpose is to promote and maintain the hall for 

the enjoyment of and benefit of the community 



A Musical Note 
 

 
 
It was so lovely to be back singing in church for 
Holy Week. The choir sang two services of 
Compline on the Tuesday and Wednesday and 
having not sung Compline for a couple of years it 
did take us a few minutes to remember how we do 
it!  Ronnie sang all of the cantor parts on the 
Wednesday which was the first time he has sung the 
whole service and he did it beautifully. 
 
We also sang for the Maundy Thursday Eucharist 
and for the Good Friday Liturgical Hour, but the 

main services were the two that we sang for on 
Easter Sunday.  I thought the morning was a super 
service and just an absolute joy to be a part of.  On 
Easter Sunday evening we had our service of 
Readings and Music for Passiontide and Easter. 
Tim Cripps had chosen some beautiful readings to 
go alongside the music we were singing so my 
thanks to him and to those who read them so well. 
Some of the music we sang for the service we had 
already sung during Holy Week but there were a 
few different pieces in there as well.  We sang pieces 
by Richard Lloyd, ‘Were you there?’ and by 
Richard Shephard, ‘The strife is o’er’.  Both of these 
composers died in 2021 so it was good that we were 

able to sing some of their music at this service.  It 
was a big sing with eight anthems and five hymns 
but the choir were amazing and it was such a lovely 
evening.  In particular I would like to thank Jennifer 
Farman and Caroline Johnson for their excellent 
solos and most of all to thank Alasdair Friend for 
playing the organ for the service.  His playing was 
absolutely brilliant and we are all so grateful to him 
for playing for us at both services on Easter Sunday.  
 
On Easter Saturday we had a crafts and fun 
morning for the junior choir at the church. The 
children first of all made the Easter garden with 
some excellent design ideas from lots of them. 

Having done that, Debbie Millar had bought them 
all Easter bonnets which they decorated themselves 
to be worn during the Easter morning service.  They 

were all so creative and if you were there on Sunday 
morning I’m sure you will agree that they looked 
amazing. Once they had finished their bonnets 
Debbie and her helpers, Izzy, Maria and Daniel, 
had hidden hundreds of eggs for the children to find 
so they had a wonderful Easter egg hunt and all 
went home with a lot of chocolate! A huge thank 
you to Debbie for organising the morning for the 
children, they had such a good time.  Thanks as well 
to Suzie Toombs for all of her help with the Easter 
garden and to Rosie Holder and Caroline Johnson 
who were absolutely amazing at looking after the 
children.  
 

 
Future Dates 

• Saturday 21st May 2022: Evensong at Norwich 
Cathedral  

• Saturday 11th June 2022: Summer Concert  

• Saturday 25th June 2022: Evensong at 
Southwark Cathedral 

• Monday 1st - Friday 5th August 2022: Choir 
Camp 

• Sunday 7th August 2022: Junior Choir Choral 
Evensong  

• Saturday 15th October 2022: Choir Concert  

 
 

Your Library in Your Pocket 

 

Did you know that you can 
access thousands of books 
from your library on your 
smartphone or tablet?  All 
you need to do is to 
download the Libby app, 
tell it your Library 
Membership number and 

then you have a vast selection of eBooks and 

audiobooks just waiting to be borrowed.  Children, 
teens and adults are all catered for.  Sometimes you 
have to wait for a popular book to become 
available, but there is always something else to keep 
you going in the meantime.  There are no fees for 
audiobooks and no late fees – if you miss the return 
date it just vanishes from your virtual ‘shelf’.  If you 
like to listen to stories while you go to sleep there is 
a useful ‘turn off after so many minutes’ function 
too. 

 
 



                   Guiding in Rusthall 

As some of you may have seen at St Paul’s Church on Mothering Sunday, we were involved with delivering 

the service.  You might also have noticed that we did not have very many girls in attendance. 

There were several reasons for this; family commitments, dancing competition, and Covid. 

During the last two years our meetings have been restricted, using either Zoom, online or socially distanced 

outside.  Because of this and girls reaching the age to move on and not sure what they are going to, our 

numbers have depleted. 

So are there any females from the age of 5 upward looking for something different? 

Guiding opportunities in Rusthall 

All Units meet in the Church Centre Hall during term time. 

Rainbows : aged 5 to 7 years old -  Monday  4:15pm- 5:15pm 

Being a Rainbow is all about having the chance to try new things and have fun.  To get their hands dirty, do 

sports, arts, and crafts with girls their own age under the supervision of enthusiastic Leaders.  They can 

develop self-confidence, make new friends, and gain badges on the way.  This is a continuous programme 

that develops as they grow. 

Brownies:- aged 7 to 10 years old - Two Units  Monday 5-30pm – 7pm, Thursday  6-00pm – 7-30pm 

The programme continues at a higher level, but you do not need to have been a Rainbow first.  The girls have 

the opportunity to learn new life skills, help to make decisions on the activities undertaken, learn to work 

together through fun activities and games.  Badges can be gained and, now we are allowed weekends away, 

as a Pack living and working together. 

Guides:- aged  10 to 14years old – Friday 6pm- 7-30pm 

The programme progresses and is more suited for the age range.  Here the girls are involved with planning 

their meetings, learning skills for life, exploring new places.  Joining in with girls from other areas and 

countries at concerts, festivals, and camps.  Continuing to gain badges on their way. They even have the 

chance to share their knowledge by helping with the younger groups. 

Girls over 14 can join a Ranger Unit based in Speldhurst and continue through their journey. 

To be able to give this opening to these girls we also require leaders.  No matter what your skills are there is 

always something that can be used in our programme.  If you think you have no skills, come and join us and 

we will prove you wrong. 

I have learnt a lot through my years involved with Guiding and it continues every week. 

If you are interested either visit  www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested or send me an email for more 

information. shadwelldc@btinternet.com 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Wendy Anderson  

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
mailto:shadwelldc@btinternet.com
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Tunbridge Wells Deanery Synod Report 

for the year April 2021 to April 2022 
 

The Synod has met on three occasions during the 
past year. 
 
On 23rd June 2021 the Area Dean, welcomed forty 
six members, especially those new to Synod, and 
then elections took place by clergy and laity, to fill 
the vacant positions as representatives on Rochester 
Diocesan Synod.  Bishop Simon then joined the 
meeting and in answer to questions from Mike 
Lawes, Lay Chair, talked about the future of the 
Diocese as he sees it, the Vacancy in See process 
and progress, the relationship between Tunbridge 
Wells and Rochester and what will be different for 
the new Bishop in comparison to when Bishop 
James arrived, and the role of "Called to Grow" in 
our local churches.  Bishop Simon then answered 
questions from Synod members, before closing the 
meeting with prayer. 
 
The second meeting on 13th October 2021 was 
hosted by King Charles the Martyr Church, in their 
hall.  After a welcome to thirty three members, a 
two course meal was served.  There was only one 
item of business - to accept the 2020 Accounts and 
agree that Mrs Tina Clay be asked to act as 
Independent Examiner for the 2021 accounts, 
which was approved by all.  Regrettably, Jenny 
Ross, Communications Officer for Rochester 

Diocese, at, the last minute was unable to attend 
and give her presentation.  Douglas Wren stepped 
in, and gave a talk about his experience of walking 
the pilgrim route to Santiago de Compostela, 
linking it to a book he was reading about liminal 
times. 
 
The third meeting on the 23rd February 2022 was 
held at Christ Church Southborough.  After a short 
business meeting which included a short 
presentation from Youth for Christ and feedback 
from the Living in Love and Faith course, the laity 
had to elect a new Lay Chair following the 
resignation of Mike Lawes.  Andrew Smith from St 

John's Tunbridge Wells, was elected to fill the 
vacancy.  This was followed by an election to find 
two representatives to fill two vacancies on the 
Diocesan Synod.  Mary Wilson from St Matthew's 
High Brooms and Rosanna Robinson from 
St Mark's were duly elected.  After a break for tea, 
coffee and puddings, prepared and served by a team 
from Christ Church Southborough, the meeting 
continued with a presentation on Intergenerational 
Worship, by Cheryl Trice, Diocesan Team Lead of 
Children and Young People's Mission and Ministry 
Team.  Following a time of small group discussion 

and feedback, the Area Dean closed the meeting 
with prayer. 
 

Tony Bourne 
Deanery Synod Representative 
 
[Please note that there is a vacancy for a Deanery 
Synod Representative.  Please speak to Tony if you 
might be interested in filling this role. Ed] 
 

New Bishop of Rochester 
 

 
The Rt Rev Jonathan Gibbs has been announced as 
the new Bishop of Rochester. Jonathan is currently 
the Bishop of Huddersfield in the Diocese of Leeds 

and holds a national role in the Church of England 
as Lead Bishop for Safeguarding, which he will 
continue. 

Bishop Jonathan says: “I am delighted to have been 
announced as the new Bishop of Rochester. My 
wife Toni and I are so excited about the prospect of 
moving to this wonderful Diocese.  For us, 
Rochester will be a new place to discover and we’re 
so looking forward to getting to know the people of 
our churches and our communities, and to working 
together with them as we encourage God’s 
kingdom to grow in this wonderfully varied and 
rich place", he added. 

“We are very conscious of the diversity of the 
communities that we serve, from urban and 
suburban to profoundly rural, and I am looking 
forward to the opportunity of exploring all these 
different places and to sharing in the journey with 
the people here of growing God’s Church, of 
serving the communities, and of proclaiming the 
good news of Christ to the people whom we seek to 
love and to serve in Jesus’ name.” 

Bishop Jonathan’s installation as Bishop of 
Rochester is expected to take place September. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.RusthallVets.co.uk 
 

20 ASHLEY GARDENS, 
RUSTHALL, 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
KENT, TN4 8TU. 

Telephone (01892) 511715 
 

Monday to Friday 
9.00-11.00 am 4.30-6.30 pm 

Saturday 
9.00-11.00 am  closed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

E. R. HICKMOTT & SON 
 

         

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Members of N.A.F.D and S.A.I.F. 

The only long established family-owned funeral directors in Tunbridge Wells. 

 

Golden Charter Pre-payment funeral plans available. 

Owned and run by the family in Tunbridge Wells for six generations. 

Twenty-four hour emergency service – Qualified Funeral Directors. 

41, GROVE HILL ROAD 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Tel: (01892) 522462 (two lines) 
Fax: (01892) 533807 

 

Secretarial Services 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 High Street 
Rusthall 
TN4 8RL 

01892 515188 
suzanne@kmj-secretarial-services.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

Faxing 
Photocopying 

Typing 
Handmade Greetings Cards 

Stationery Items 



Down the Garden Path 

The month of March came to its end - the sun 

shone, the sky was blue, the wind was replaced by 
a breeze, I went into the garden to admire the joyful 
opening of the Spring flowers – and was caught in a 
snow-storm!  Oh the joy of living in England!!  
 
However, there were many early-Spring flowers 
observing the date and not the weather.  As the 
snowdrops retired for another year their place was 
taken by similar, but sturdier, Leucojum vernum – 
Spring Snowflakes.  There are also Summer and 
then Autumn varieties of this robust and welcome 
bulbous plant.  I have not noticed them for sale in 
Garden Centres so will take good care of my few 
old-faithfuls. 
 

 
 

Thinking of Garden Centres – have you noticed that 
there are fewer of these available venues at which 
we can enjoy an hour or two of quiet interest?  At 
least two local ones have been sold for development 
which makes me feel sad, but I also admit that I 
would enjoy living in a house with such potential in 
the quality of the garden soil!  
 
Does your mind wander while gardening?  I often 
come up with questions I cannot answer and most 
times there is no-one around to offer their opinion.  
For instance, I would fight to prevent Ashdown 
Forest from development, but if I were offered a 
new bungalow in a lovely area – would I be strong 
enough to say ‘No!’? 
 
Here’s another one: I do not kill anything in my 
garden!  Bugs, grubs, insects, all, I feel, have as 
much right to live in my garden as me (as have I!) 
but then the slugs and snails eat all my seedlings – 
what to do?  I put them in the Garden Waste bin 
where they munch happily until black bin collection 
day when I know they will be converted into 

compost.  Maybe my advice to everyone is ‘Do as I 
say, not as I do!!’ 
 

 
 
Down to earth – don’t forget now is the right time 
to move or divide your Snowdrops – while there are 
still leaves to be seen.  They will enjoy being moved 
now rather than when dormant which is the best 
time for other bulbs. 
 
Enjoy your garden and let your mind wander!! 
 

Elsie Emes 

 

All Weather Path through  

Happy Valley in the Doldrums 
 

Sadly the expected lottery funding towards the cost 
of making an all-weather accessible path through 
the woods from St Paul’s Church to the Beacon 
Hotel has been withdrawn.  This means that there 
is about an extra £75,000 to be raised.  If you wish 
to contribute, you can send a donation to the 
Friends of Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall Commons 
directly by bank transfer.  The details are as follows: 
 
Payee: The Friends of Tunbridge Wells and 
Rusthall Commons 
Sort Code: 55-70-13 
Account Number: 01028774 
Payment Reference: Path 
 
If you are eligible for gift aid, and so can increase 
your donation by 25%, please 
email chris.gurr@yahoo.co.uk or contact him on 
01892 542408.  If you want to help us fund-raise, 
please contact johnspbarber@gmail.com or contact 

John on 07990 973041. 
 

Steve Budden to retire in June 
 

Steve has been the full time Warden for the 
Commons since 1992, but after 30 happy years he 
is retiring this summer.  He has spoken to the Parish 
Fellowship (or its predecessor Men’s and Women’s 
Fellowships) several times over the years and will 
be missed, though perhaps he could still be tempted 
to lead the odd walk with all his new free time? 

 

mailto:chris.gurr@yahoo.co.uk
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Poems for May 

In the weeks following Easter, the story of brutality and oppression faced up to by Jesus, has echoes 
throughout our modern world. The battle here described by the Cuban poet, Padilla, may be the inner war 
human beings face in ways large and small, or the wars being waged against the innocent, in many parts of 
the world. One feature of the terrible events in Ukraine, has been the power of words, music and song to 
unify and strengthen those facing unspeakable suffering. The second poem takes us through many painful 
scenarios, and reminds us that even the act of lighting a candle can give light and hope in times and places of 
great darkness. 

Susan Barber 

Song of the Juggler 

 
General, dein Tank ist ein 
starker Wagen.  

(General, your tank is a 
powerful machine). Brecht. 
 

General, there’s a battle 

between your orders and my songs. 
It goes on all the time: 

night, day. 
It knows neither tiredness nor sleep –  

a battle that has gone on for many years, 
so many that my eyes have never seen a sunrise 
in which you, your orders, your arms, your trenches did not figure. 

 
A rich battle 

in which, aesthetically speaking, my rags 
and your uniform face off. 

A theatrical battle – 
it only lacks dazzling stage sets 
where comedians might come on from anywhere 

raising a rumpus as they do in carnivals, 
each one showing off his loyalty and valour. 

 
General, I can’t destroy your fleets or your tanks 

and I don’t know how long this war will last. 
But every night one of your orders dies without being followed, 
and, undefeated, one of my songs survives. 

 
Heberto Padilla 

(translated from the Spanish by Alastair Reid & Andrew Hurley) 



Night in Al-Hamra 

 

A candle on the long road 

A candle in the slumbering houses 
A candle for the terrified stores 

A candle for the bakeries 
A candle for the journalist shuddering in an empty office 
A candle for the fighter 

A candle for the doctor at the sick bed 
A candle for the wounded 

A candle for honest talk 
A candle for staircases 

A candle for the hotel crowded with refugees 
A candle for the singer 
A candle for the broadcasters in a shelter 

A candle for a bottle of water 
A candle for the air 

A candle for two lovers in a stripped apartment  
A candle for the sky that has folded 

A candle for the beginning 
A candle for the end 
A candle for the final decision 

A candle for conscience 
A candle in my hand.  

 
Saadi Youssef 
(translated from the Arabic by Khaled Mattawa) 



Value Your Freedom 

Thirty-five years ago I had an experience, which 
changed my thinking.  I decided to enrol on a three 

week course for German teachers in Erfurt, which 
is just over the border in East Germany.  There were 
no flights to a city near Erfurt and this didn't worry 
me at the time, although I thought it rather strange, 
as Leipzig would have been a reasonable 
destination and there would no doubt be a 
connection from there to Erfurt. 

 

East Germany, more correctly the German Democratic 
Republic, comprised the states of  Mecklenburg-
Vorommern, Sachsen-Anhalt, Thuringen, Sachen and 
Brandenburg (except West Berlin) 

When I arrived in London to catch the train I did 
have strange reservations, but I did not know why.  
Anyway I caught the train in the afternoon with the 
prospect of  a crossing to Holland.  Once on the 
continent there was a long journey by train before 
arriving in East Germany. 

We reached the border early in the morning and this 
was when it started to get interesting.  I was sharing 
a compartment with five senior citizens from East 
Germany, four women and a man.  They were very 
chatty and they were returning from West Germany, 
where they had been visiting relatives.  At this time 
no youngsters were allowed to leave East Germany, 
just in case they decided to stay in the West. 

Suddenly we saw the barbed wire fence, which 
separated East from West.  The whole train fell 
silent and the man cried.  He was returning to his 
homeland, where he felt trapped and the dramatic 

reaction said it all.  Then the fun really began.  We 
stopped in Bebra, the first town in East Germany, 
immediately police came on board, armed with 

machine guns and there were large guard dogs just 
to add to the fun.  Instructions were shouted in 
military language and mirrors were lowered under 
the carriages to make sure that no-one was hiding 
there, but goodness knows why anyone would want 
to smuggle themselves into the East.  All our papers 
were examined and then we continued to Erfurt. 

This trip was one shock after another, because when 
I emerged from the station it was like going into a 
country, which had remained in the 1930's.  What's 
more the whole atmosphere was dreary.  All the 
buildings were grey and they reminded me of  the 
worst parts of  Wandsworth.  There were no green 
areas, instead a lot of  water features. 

The course itself  was fascinating.  We all enjoyed it 
and learned a lot about phonetics and intonation; 
useful information when teaching advanced groups.  
What was particularly interesting was what the 
lecturers told us about their lives.  Basically they 
were content.  They had a pleasant home, more 
than enough to eat and, of  course, they were near 
their relations. 

 

 

During the stay we visited Buchenwald 'work camp', 
where tens of  thousands of  prisoners lost their lives. 
The regime was immoral, in that the workers had to 
sing while they dragged tons of  rocks on primitive 
carts from the quarry to the railway track.  They 
either starved to death or were worked to death.  
The huts had been dismantled, because they were 
infested with vermin, but the atmosphere over the 



whole area surrounding the camp was eerie.  There 
was no wildlife, no birdsong and this was still the 
case forty years after the end of  the Second World 

War. 

At the camp we were given a talk by one of  the 
administrative staff, who distanced himself  from 
the horrors of  the war.  It was ironic that the camp 
had been sited only a few miles from Weimar, 
which was a cultural centre at the time of  Goethe 
and Schiller.  At the end of  the war the English and 
American forces insisted that the inhabitants visit 
the camp to see first-hand what had taken place 
there.  The open areas were littered with bodies and 
the stench was unbearable. 

We also visited the Wartburg, where Luther 
translated the Vulgate into German.  The 

'Rittersaal', a magnificent hall, is famous. 

A group of  us went to Dresden, where we visited 
one of  the finest art galleries in the world, the 
'Zwinger'.  There were literally thousands of  
priceless works of  art, including numerous 
paintings by Rembrandt and Rubens, the 
miniatures by the latter were the equal of  anything 
painted in Holland.  There were still a number of  
ruined buildings and when we tried to buy a meal 
in a restaurant, we waited far too long, they simply 
did not understand the concept of  service. 

The food was very much based on pork, there was 
little fruit, apart from bananas from Cuba and there 
were some tomatoes sold by citizens who had 

allotments.  The worst meal we had at the hall of  
residence, where we were all staying, was boiled 
potatoes, spinach and two fried eggs!!! 

I met an American professor, who spent his 
summers in Europe, the quote I remember is, 'If  you 
think this is bad, then try Russia.' 

All in all it was a fascinating experience, but I shall 
never forget the thought, which came to me as we 
went through the fence, 'Am I going to get out 
again?' 

Other memories include the awful library, which 
had few books, all of  them printed on what 
appeared to be blotting paper, and the Kilner jars in 
the equivalent of  a supermarket. 

The big advantage of  the political system was that 
there was little or no crime, because everyone was 
terrified of  being reported to the Stasi, the secret 
police.  But the big disadvantage was that the claim 
of  there being no unemployment was a lie, so many 
areas of  the economy had two or even three 
employees, where one would have sufficed. 

One idea they had which did work was two water 
supplies. Pure water for drinking and peaty water 
for showers, toilets and swimming baths. 

When I returned to sunny, free Beckenham I rushed 
into the supermarket and bought some delicious 
fruit and vegetables. 

Value your freedom. It is precious and something 
we just take for granted. 

Go to a country with a repressive regime and you 
will know what I mean. 

Chris Reece 

 

  Rusthall Community Cinema 
 

 
 

Harold & Maude (1971) Cert 15 
Doors open: 7pm on Saturday 7th May 

Director: Hal Ashby 
Genre: Comedy, Drama, Romance 

Runtime: 91 mins 
Starring: Ruth Gordon, Bud Cort,  

Vivian Pickles 
 

 
 

Mystery Film 
Doors open: 7pm on Saturday 21st May 2022 
Director: Guess 

Genre:  Special 
Runtime: xx mins 

Starring: Big names 
 



Tonbridge Philharmonic Orchestra 

 

ORCHESTRAL CONCERT: 7.30 P.M. 21ST MAY 

ST PETER & ST PAUL’S PARISH CHURCH, TONBRIDGE 

A solo work for double bass? Really? Well, yes! 

Tonbridge Philharmonic Society is delighted to offer the opportunity to take part in a concert to a 

winner from the competition now called the Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition (formerly 

TWIYCA). In 2018 Toby Hughes won the Strings Section, the Audience Prize and was the Overall Winner, 

and we have been waiting since then to have him play with our orchestra. 

He has chosen to play the Divertimento Concertante for double bass and orchestra by Nino Rota, a 

lively work by a prolific Italian composer, whose ability to paint pictures with music served him well 

when writing the score for a number of Fellini films, as well as operas and orchestral works. We are sure 

you will be enthralled when you hear how the instrument sings through this fascinating piece. 

Carl Nielsen’s approach to composing was radically different to that of Nino Rota. He believed that the 

music should say everything and should not need to have a narrative to justify it. He had to change all 

this when he was captivated by an Aegean sunset, and was inspired to write his Helios Overture, 

replicating the passage of the sun across the sky during one day. 

Jean Sibelius had no problem with taking the spirit of his homeland as the starting point for his music. 

His 5th Symphony takes us to see swans flying in formation over the endless Finnish forests, and 

culminates in one of his most recognisable themes. He wrote that music begins when the possibilities of 

language end, and in this symphony uses all the colour of the orchestral forces to show the beauty and 

magnificence of the Finnish land. 

Please join Tonbridge Philharmonic Society at Tonbridge Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul, Church 

Lane, Tonbridge on 21st May for an unforgettable evening – tickets available from  

https://tonphil.org.uk/ 



A hundred years of the BBC 

We may be celebrating the Queen’s 70 year reign 

this year, but the BBC is 100 years old.  The first 

radio service was introduced in 1922, a daily 

broadcast of just a few hours duration, but including 

news, music, drama and ‘talks’.  Until that time 

there had only been a few amateur stations.  In 1923 

the first edition of the Radio Times was issued, and 

of course is still published each week,  

BBC Radio allowed people all over the country to 

set their clocks accurately and ‘the pips’ devised by 

Astronomer Royal Sir Frank Watson Dyson were 

first heard in 1923.  It seems amazing now, but 

initially all radio broadcasts were live as the BBC 

had no way of recording sound until 1931. 

During the General Strike of 1926 most newspapers 

stopped printing but the BBC continued to 

broadcast, though with Director General John 

Reith putting up a fight to retain the independence 

of the BBC in the face of Government requests that 

control be passed to them.  In 1929 the BBC started 

broadcasting ‘This Week in Westminster’, initially 

aimed at women who had only just won the vote.  

It is still on Radio 4 today, but is now The Week in 

Parliament.  The balancing act of covering politics 

while maintaining independence and not annoying 

government so much that the licence fee would be 

withdrawn has been an enduring problem. 

Initially people wondered whether it would be 

possible for the public to follow the action of 

sporting fixtures by commentary alone, and 

diagrams of the pitch were published in the Radio 

Times to help people follow the action.  The 

introduction of a television service in 1936 and 

subsequent development of outside broadcasting  

opened up- sport to the nation, and altered the 

popularity of various sports, most notably the rather 

niche Snooker which became enormously popular 

once the introduction of Colour TV in 1967 made it 

so much easier to follow.  The introduction of 

colour TV in time for coverage of Wimbledon in 

July ’67 was the result of a youthful controller of the 

BBC’s second channel, BBC2, none other than 

David Attenborough, who was determined that the 

BBC should beat Germany to be the first country to 

produce a regular colour service, despite the BBC 

having only 4 colour cameras at the time. 

One of the first outside broadcasts was of the 

coronation of King George VI, though cameras 

were not allowed inside Westminster Abbey.  

Thanks to Prince Philip’s encouragement there was 

much greater coverage of the Queen’s coronation 

and we are now used to having extensive coverage 

of royal events such as the Opening of Parliament, 

weddings and funerals and jubilee celebrations.  In 

1969 the BBC made a documentary about the royal 

family over a full year which was viewed by an 

estimated 360 million viewers worldwide but it has 

since been withdrawn, the Palace feeling perhaps 

that it was a little too ‘warts and all’ for their liking.   

BBC Radio has continued to provide a valuable 

service, despite the development of television.  

During the war it was possible to broadcast to the 

free French, including personal broadcasts by 

General de Gaulle, and to our servicemen posted 

abroad.  In 1943 a war correspondent went on a 

bombing raid with the RAF, broadcasting sounds 

and commentary from a Lancaster bomber over 

Germany.  The BBC World Service, broadcasting 

in English and a variety of foreign languages, 

enables everyone to have access to a trusted source 

of accurate news. 

The BBC has often been accused of being very 

white and male, but progress has gradually been 

made.  In 1933 the public seemed unwilling to 

accept female presenters but this is now 

commonplace, although older women, presenters 

with disabilities, from ethnic minorities and with 

regional accents have all had to battle for 

acceptance.  Woman’s Hour started in 1946 and is 

still being broadcast, and special programmes for 

children started with Listen with Mother in 1950 

and Watch with Mother in 1953, and Tony Hart 

presenting a monthly programme for deaf children 

which grew to be Vision On.. 

News and documentaries have been the mainstay of 

the BBC’s continuing mission “to enrich people’s 

lives with programmes and services that inform, 

educate, and entertain” but drama has often been 

used to blend education with entertainment, from 

The Archers, designed to encourage farmers to 

introduce more efficient techniques in post-war 

Britain, to hard-hitting dramas like ‘Cathy come 

home’ and ‘Up the Junction’ which opened 

peoples’ eyes to the lives of others and did much to 

change opinion. 

The next 100 years will include many challenges I 

am sure, use of a licence fee is being reviewed and 

from their early monopoly, competitive services 

now abound.  However, the BBC showed flexibility 

to meet the challenge of supporting education and 

broadcasting news during a pandemic and I am sure 

the wealth of creativity it contains will enable the 

‘Beeb’ to find a valued place in the future.   

Deborah Bruce 



Our Cathedrals - Part 1 
 

The Cathedral Church of the Holy 

Trinity, Winchester. 
 

Winchester was the capital of England before the 
Normans.  Today it is the county town of 
Hampshire.  When Alfred and Canute were Kings 
of England Winchester was their capital.  When the 
Normans came the cathedral was rebuilt to become 
the longest cathedral in Europe and with the 
exception of St. Peter’s in Rome, it still is. 
 

 
 

The Bishop in 1079 was Walkelyn, William the 
Conqueror’s cousin.  To build his cathedral, he 
asked the King for as much oak as he could cut in 
four days and four nights.  He gathered an army of 
men and kept them at it day and night until they 
had removed most of the forest.  He had the oak 
logs laid in a peat bog to form a raft on which to 
build the huge pillars and tower.  The north transept 

is much the same now some eight centuries later.  
Although much alteration has been done, the 
proportions and massive dignity of the whole 
building are still very much Norman. 
 

William Rufus lies in a tomb of black Purbeck 
marble facing the High Altar.  His body, pierced by 
an arrow, was brought to Winchester on the cart of 
a charcoal burner who found it, deep in the New 
Forest.  Seven years later Bishop Walkelyn’s tower 
collapsed on the tomb and the monks said it was 
because of the wickedness of this King.  The tower 
was rebuilt in the same squat, Norman style. 
 

In the 13th century, under Bishop de Lucy the retro-
choir was built.  This is a part of the cathedral behind 
the High Altar, in which the Lady Chapel and several 
other small chapels of great beauty.  De Lucy wanted 
to make a place for the shrine of one of the early 
Bishops, St Swithun, which was visited at that time by 
hundreds of pilgrims.  This shrine was destroyed in 
1538 and its site unmarked until 15th July 1962. 
 

Bishop William Edington and Bishop William of 
Wykeham, plus William Wynford his master-mason, 
in the 14th century are responsible for a great deal of 
what we see today in the Cathedral – the West Front, 
the pointed arches of the nave, the outer, chiselled 

parts of the Norman pillars.  Many of its medieval 
glories have been restored in the last two centuries. 
 

 
 

When we look at the glory that the ancient builders 
left us, it is hard to think that, but for the skill of the 
20th century, we might not have Winchester 
Cathedral today.  Early in that century it was found 
that this great church was sinking into the bog on 
which it had been built.  It had slipped more than 
two feet and cracks were appearing everywhere.  A 
famous engineer, Sir Francis Fox, was called in.  He 
chose a diver, William Walker to save the building.   
 

He worked for five 

years, removing the 
dust from the cracks 
and filling them with 
cement under 
pressure.  Then he 
under-pinned the 
foundations in the 
soggy ground bed.   
He toiled in water 
black with peat, 
removing it by handfuls and putting in four layers 
of concrete bags. He remade the bed of the cathedral 
and set it on solid ground. 
 

On St Swithun’s day 1093 the Norman cathedral 
was founded and on St Swithun’s Day, July 15th in 
1912 a vast congregation gave thanks that the 
cathedral was saved.  Over the years many people 
have been connected with the cathedral but possibly 
a special occasion was in July 1554 when Mary 
Tudor and Philip of Spain were married.  The 
cathedral also reminds us of another famous 
woman.  The first and only statue of Joan of Arc in 
England stands facing the chantry of Cardinal 
Beaufort, her great English enemy.  Winchester is 
well worth at least one visit and probably more. 
 

Daphne Pilcher 



Activity Pages 
 

A Word Search with Biblical Connections.  All the words are either people, places, creatures or things 

mentioned in the Bible.  They are written forwards, backwards, vertically, horizontally or diagonally.  At the 
end you should be left with eight unused letters which will give you the name of a place connected with St Paul. 
 

H D H M U A N R E P A C 

E T I A D A G I D E O N 

D C E A W O B N I A R S 

E M V R L K R A H A B S 

N I S I A U A E S Y A E 

D H A A T Z S H H L A N 

E T A H N T A T T C L R 

H Z J O H N O N O I L E 

L U R O N M A S D R U D 

U A M A I N E V A R K L 

A A H T E B A Z I L E I 

S A B B A R A B F L O W 

 

AARON ANDREW 
ANNAS BAAL 
BARABBAS CAPERNAUM 
DAVID EDEN  
ELIZABETH EZRA 
GIDEON GOLIATH 
HANNAH HAWK 
HEROD JOHN 
LUKE MICE 
NAZARETH NOAH 
OIL RAHAB 

RAINBOW RAVEN 
RUTH SALT 
SAUL STORK 
THOMAS TIMOTHY 
WILDERNESS WOLF 

 

The answers to these questions are all found in the words listed in the word search 
 

1. The town where Jesus grew up  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
2. He was he brother of Moses  __  __  __  __  __ 
3. What Noah saw when he left the Ark after the flood  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 

4. She was the mother of Samuel  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
5. The Garden mentioned in the Book of Genesis  __  __  __  __ 
6. The king who tried to find and kill the baby Jesus  __  __  __  __  __ 
7. The third book in the New Testament  __  __  __  __ 
8. She gave her name to a Book in the Old Testament  __  __  __  __ 
 

A General Crossword with a Difference where the last letter of each answer is the first of the following one 
 

1. Form of cooking 
2. Not old 
3. Looks after horses perhaps 
4. Distance travelled 
5. William was a famous Elizabethan playwright 
6. A member of the peerage 
7. Possible connection with banking 

8. Charles wrote ‘Tale of Two Cities’ 
9. Dating back to the 1790s, a woollen outer coat 
10. A cereal which can be eaten savoury or sweet 
11. World’s highest mountain 
12. Dick, the Highway man 
13. A compass point 
14. Private detective – Sherlock 
15. Cares for sheep 
16. Male duck 
17. English composer 
18. Type of Marsh plant 
19. First name of American actress Barrymore 
 

 

 

20. Surname of the Royal family 
21. Town in Sussex 
22. Bird of prey 
 

1  2    3    

  9      10 4 

    15      

   19   20    

 14  22     11  

8  18       5 

   21    16   

    17      

 13     12    

7   6       



Twenty questions to test you 
 

 

1. Name the three Mounts in Tunbridge Wells 
2. Who was the father of Ishmael 

3. Who entered the temple when Simeon was 
saying what we call today the Nunc Dimittis 

4. When were Dr Barnardo’s Homes founded 
5. Which castle in Kent has one of the oldest 

pendulum clocks in the world 
6. Where was Amos born 
7. American parrot 
8. In the New Testament where was the man 

cured of blindness told to go and wash 
9. Whom did Nebuchadnezzar order to put in a 

burning fiery furnace 

10. Whom did Aaron marry 
11. Who wrote the ‘Origin of Species’ 

12. Native of Belgrade 
13. Who is Boo Boo’s cartoon friend 
14. Which is known as the Mormon State in the 

USA 
15. Who wrote the book ‘Rob Roy’ 
16. How far was Emmaus from Jerusalem 
17. What do the initials BD stand for 
18. What name is given to the colour of old 

photos 
19. What is the capital of Zimbabwe 
20. October’s birthstone 

Now is the time to get out and about with this crossword 
 

1  2  3  4    5 

           

6  7      8   

9    10       

           

 11 12    13     

          14 

 15   16    17   

18      19     

           

20        21   

 

Clues Across 

1. Product of pig 
4. Machine for gathering up straw and tying it 

into bundles 
7. There is always one around for the mice 
9. Female sheep 
10. Root crop eaten by humans and fed to sheep 

during the winter 
11. Keeps the birds away 
15. Farm where land is used for growing crops 
17. Tool for breaking up the soil 
19. Grain and a place name in Sussex 
20. Cereal usually used for flour 
21. One of these is needed to keep an eye on the 

sheep. 

 
Clues Down 
2. Keep an eye open for these little rodents 
3. A dairy farm product 
4. Male pig 
5. Male sheep 
6. Sheep enclosure or writing instrument 
8. Building where green crops are turned into 

food for animals 
12. General name for cereals 
13. A tree likely to be seen in a Kentish orchard 
14. Female fowl 
16. Root crop from which sugar can be extracted 
17. Group of cattle 
18. Provides milk 
 

Mini Beast Riddle-Me-Rees 
 
1. My first is in both ink and pen 
 My second is in both turkey and hen 
 My third is in both arrow and bow 
 My last’s not in leg, but it is in toe 
 
3. My first is in both sat and sit 
 My second is in both light and lit 
 My third is in dug, but not in dig 
 My last is in both dog and pig 

 
 
2. My first is in we, but not in me 
 My second is in both water and sea 
 My third is in she but not in her 
 My last is in both puss and purr 
 
4. My first is in both much and more 
 My second is in both house and door 
 My third is in both stop and start 
 My last is in both head and heart 



ANSWERS 
 
Word search with Biblical Connections – Town connected with St Paul – Damascus 

Questions  
1 Nazareth 2 Aaron 3 Rainbow 4 Hannah 5 Eden  
6 Herod 7 Luke 8 Ruth 
 
General Crossword with a Difference 

1 Fry 2 Young 3 Groom 4 Miles 5 Shakespeare 
6 Earl 7 Lloyd 8 Dickens 9 Spencer 10 Rice 
11 Everest 12 Turpin 13 North 14 Holmes 15 Shepherd 
16 Drake 17 Elgar 18 Reed 19 Drew 20 Windsor 
21 Rye 22 Eagle 
 
Twenty Questions to Test You 

1. Mount Ephraim, Mount Pleasant, Mount Sion   
2. Abraham 3. Anna 4. 1866 5. Leeds Castle 6. Tekoa  

7. Macaw 8. Pool of Siloam 9. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 10. Elisheba  
11. Charles Darwin 12. Serb 13. Yogi Bear 14. Utah 15. Sir Walter Scott 
16. Some three-score furlongs (sixty furlongs or around 11 kilometres) 17. Bachelor of Divinity 
18. Sepia 19. Harare 20. Opal 
 
Out and about Crossword 

Clues Across 
1. Ham 4. Baler 7. Cat 9. Ewe 10. Turnip 11. Scarecrow 
15. Arable 17. Hoe 19. Rye 20. Wheat 21. Dog 
Clues Down 
2. Mice 3. Butter 4. Boar 5. Ram 6. Pen 8. Silo  
12. Corn 13. Cherry 14. Hen 16. Beet 17. Herd 18. Cow 
 
Mini Beast Riddle-Me-Rees 

1. Newt 2. Wasp 3. Slug 4. Moth 
 
Every month has its collections of Saints and their special days.  Some are very much better known than others.  
In May we have St Philip and St James – both disciples of Jesus.  We have St Dunstan and St Augustine, both 
previous Archbishops.  However there is one person whom is probably very much less known although he is 
just as important.  We know him as the Venerable Bede and this year his day falls on 25th May.  He was a 
monk, but he did not become a martyr for his faith.  Nevertheless he is of special importance to English-speaking 
people, for it is largely due to him that we know as much as we do about our early history.  He has, in fact, 
often been given the title – the Father of English History. 
 
He was born in 673 and when he was seven years old he was sent to a monastery to be educated.  He was a 
brilliant scholar, and when he became a deacon at the early age of nineteen he was already famous for his 
learning.  In the monastery in Jarrow in which he spent a great part of his life, he compiled many books, writing 
them, until his last illness, with his own hand.  In addition, he superintended the studies of the six hundred 

monks who made up the joint communities of the monasteries of Wearmouth and Jarrow. 
 
It was a very busy life, although a serene and peaceful one, and it was to become even busier.  It was suggested 
to him that he should write an Ecclesiastical History of England and he adopted the idea eagerly.  It meant an 
enormous amount of work.  Documents were sent to him from all the bishoprics and monasteries in England, 
and an emissary went to Rome to search the archives there for letters which might throw light upon the early 
religious history of the country. 
 
Bede’s finished work – the Ecclesiastical History of the English Nation – ranks among the most precious 
possessions of our race.  He wrote it in Latin, but it was afterwards translated into Anglo-Saxon by King Alfred.  
The work was finished in 731 three years before his death.  By this time he was growing old and ill, but he still 
worked on.  St Cuthbert who was one of the young monks who helped him now with hi writing, tells us that 
he was translating the Gospel of St John during the early months of 734 and he just managed to complete this 
job before he died.  Perhaps Bede might serve as a valuable reminder to us who so often say, I haven’t time. 



 
 

MR JOLLY CHIMNEY SWEEP 
27 Apsley Street, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8NU 

 

Tel: 01892 618324       Mobile: 07752 130577 
 

Honest Reliable Friendly Service 

Free Smoke Test, Certificate Issued 

No Mess, No Fuss 

 

 

 

Please help us to preserve the church buildings 

and ministry by leaving a legacy to St Paul’s 

Rusthall in your will. 

 

Thank you 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easy Payment Terms 
 

Income from magazine sales is 
important to us at St Paul’s.  If 
everyone paid the £1 cover charge 

we would raise over £1500 a year, 
which would not only cover the cost  

 
of producing the magazine but also 

contribute to other costs such as 
leasing the photocopier.   
 

If you often find yourself fumbling 
for the right change, perhaps you 

might like to pay in advance for a 

year’s “subscription”, 10 issues for 

the sum of £10, (you might even feel 
tempted to be more generous!)  
Your contributions are much 

appreciated. 
 

Please make cheques payable to 
St Paul’s Church, Rusthall and send 

them to the Parish Office 

Tamarix Holiday Bungalow 
Winchelsea Beach 

 
 

 
 

Tamarix is a 2 bedroom Visit England Accredited 
bungalow situated in a no-through road, and set in a 
large fenced shingle and grassed garden. It is ideal for 
those looking for a quiet and comfortable self-catering 
accommodation to enjoy a tranquil break along the 
stunning Sussex coast.  Sleeping four, the cottage can 
be used for a wonderful family holiday or just a cosy 
break for two.  Pets are welcome by arrangement and 
Tamarix is perfectly situated for walking, bird watching, 
cycling, and the beach. 
 
Holidays are on a weekly basis only in high season, but 
short breaks may be possible at other times. 
 

Weeks for 2022 (April to October) are available from  
£430 per week 

 

Please call 01892 528538 or email 
karen_miller_2@hotmail.co.uk  

for more information. 

 
 

We are your local family run 

Estate Agents 
based in Rusthall High Street 

 
We offer a good, personal and 

professional service with 
competitive fees and flexible 

contract terms. 
 

Call us today for a FREE Market 
appraisal 

 

01892 515188 
sales@kmjproperty.co.uk 

 
 



General Information 
 

Vicar 

Rev Ronnie Williams,  521357 

The Vicarage, Bretland Road, Rusthall 
 

Readers 

Mr Tim Cripps 543355 

Miss Daphne Pilcher 521691 
 

Churchwardens 

Mr Clive McAllister 532817 

Miss May Graves 680274 

 

Deputy Churchwardens 

Mr Graeme Anderson 532922 

Mrs Susan Powley 545067 

Mrs Margaret Brown 680455 

 

Parochial Church Council Secretary 

Mrs Mione Palmer 667951 

 

Treasurer and Planned Giving 

Mrs Pat Cripps 521447 
 

Safeguarding Officers 

May Graves 680274 

Daphne Pilcher 521691 

 

DBS Officer 

Clive Brown 

 c/o the Parish Office 521447 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship Secretary 

Vivienne Sharp 543263 
 

Choir Leader 

Miss Fiona Johnson 07540 273303 
 

Magazine Editors 

Deborah Bruce, Sue Hare and Mione Palmer 

c/o the Parish Office 
email – magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 
 

Flower Arrangers 
Mrs Daphne Hodges 533492 
 

Parish Hall Bookings 
Enquiries to Parish Office  521447 

 

 

Rusthall St Paul’s Primary School 

Headteacher - Miss Caroline Powell 520582 
 

 

Churchyards 
Enquiries to the Parish Office 

 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 

 
All worshippers who are baptised members of the Church of England, and 

aged over 16, should have their names entered on the Electoral Roll.  This 

entitles them to attend and vote at the Annual Parochial Meeting.  Forms 

for enrolment will be found in the Parish Church or the Parish Office and 

should be sent to the Vicar. 

Organisations 
 

Julian Group 

Mrs Pat Stevens  529187 

 

St Paul’s Parish Fellowship 

Mrs Zillah Witt (Chair) 523028 

Vacancy (Secretary)  

 

Group Scout Leader 

Gavin Cons 

Email – rusthallscoutgroup@gmail.com  

Scout Membership Secretary 

Merissa Patrick 

Email – rusthallscoutgroupwaitinglist@yahoo.co.uk 

Beavers: beaversrusthall@gmail.com 

Cubs: rusthallcubs@hotmail.co.uk 

Scouts: rusthallscouts@gmail.com 

 

Guide Senior Section 

Helen Deller 07720 252481 

Guide Guiders 

Charlotte Franklin 07837658751 

Brownie Guiders 

Mrs Wendy Anderson (Thurs) 532922 

Ms Tina Francis (Mon) 545877 

Rainbows 

Mrs Mary Saunders 319872 

Email – saundii@aol.com 

 

Mothers and Toddlers 

Mrs Annie Softley 548366 

 

Rusthall Lunch Club 

Mrs Ros Rodwell 01892 618538 

 

Rusthall Community & Youth Project 

Barry Edwards  680296 

 

Rusthall Village Association 

Alex Britcher 07967 011467 

 

Rusthall Parish Council 

Council Clerk 07805 475397 

 

Rusthall Bonfire and Fete Committee 

Annie Sofley 548366 

 

Friends of TW and Rusthall Common 

Clive Evans 534040 

 

 



 

 

The Parish Office 

Parish Administrator - Mrs Ginette di Palma 

St Paul's Parish Office, Church Centre, Rusthall Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 8RE 

Telephone (01892) 521447 

Registered Charity in England & Wales, Number 1132681 
 

 

Office email:    office@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

Magazine email: magazine@stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

Website:  www.stpaulsrusthall.org.uk 

 

The Office is open on weekday mornings (except Tuesdays) between 10 am and 1 pm. 


