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2.

Bishop’s Easter Message

Bishop Farai MutamiriBishop Farai Mutamiri

John 20.1-18

Alleluia!!!! Christ has risen, He has risen indeed Alleluia!!!!!

The joy that we sing for Jesus, the Easter acclamation that we shout on 
Easter day, all started with anguish and pain on the night of betrayal by 
those who were so dear and close to him. Once again, my brother and 
sister, the Church Worldwide celebrates one of the most important events 
on our Christian calendar. An event, which culminated in Jesus giving His 
disciples and those who were close to Him then, a sense of peace, 
assurance and knowledge that He had returned.

The journey to this Easter event started with the passion narrative as recorded in Luke 22.15ff. Jesus said, “I have 
been very eager to eat this Passover meal with you before my suffering begins. For I tell you now that I won’t eat 
this meal again until its meaning is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.” It is this Passover meal with His disciples 
which was to set the stage for the events that were about to unfold. As Jesus recalls God’s liberation of Israel and 
the covenant made at Sinai, He anticipated the fulfillment of the Passover in God’s Kingdom. His words pointed 
forward both to the heavenly feast and to His presence among the community when they break bread together 
after His resurrection (Luke 24:30-35; Acts 2:42-46).

What lay ahead of Him was a horrible ordeal involving great suffering, humiliation rejection, the anguish of 
abandonment by His friends, trials and finally the Crucifixion. Some of these experiences, we feel or encounter in 
this our modern day as we strive to survive each day on this earth, Hopeleness situations marred by economic 
meltdown, darkness as if one is in a grave, hoping that one day light will shine upon us. Such situations make, 
Christ’s resurrection a central cog to our Christian faith and the keystone of Jesus’ ministry. 

We cannot over-emphasise St Paul’s message to the Corinthians when he says, “Now i would remind you, 
brothers, of the gospel i preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold fast to the word i preached to you- unless you believed in vain.” If Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain, and your faith also is in vain... If Christ has not been raised, your faith is in vain; you 
are still in your sins.... But now, Christ has been raised from the dead. He became the first fruits of those who are 
asleep.” (Corinthian 15:1, 1, 14, 17, 20). Seeing the risen Christ, transformed Jesus’ diminutive band of disciples 
and gave them courage to come out from behind locked doors, from their shells of depression to face danger in 
Christ’s name. There is no other explanation for their newfound and persistent courage, that they had seen the 
risen Christ and thus Thomas could unassumingly say, “My Lord and My God”.

Someone once said, “For the millions and billions of us, not blessed with the opportunity to be in the intimate 
group of disciples who saw Jesus soon after His resurrection, Jesus reassuringly said to all of us through His words 
to Thomas, Thomas because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen and yet 
have believed, “John 20:29.

The good news is that, the meal we celebrate on the day of His resurrection gives us a sense of hope for us to reflect 
upon after the worst has come. We recognize our Saviour’s agony in offering His body and blood to save us. 
Coupled with that, we also celebrate His victory over death as we celebrate the Supper on the day of His 
resurrection - Sunday. Over and above that, we as believers in distress, in agony, facing rejection from those dear 
to us and so many other calamities of this troubled World anticipate the Glory of Hi return and our sharing in a 
victory supper with our Saviour. Hence, we continue to shout with joy, the Eastertide acclamation: Alleluia Christ 
has risen!!!!!!!! He has risen indeed Alleluia!!!!!

My brothers and sisters, may our risen Lord Jesus Christ be near you to defend you, within you to refresh you, 
around you to preserve you, before you to guide you, behind you to justify you, above you to bless you; who 
reigns with the Almighty, and the Holy Spirit, one God for evermore. 

Amen
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PROFILE OF THE DIOCESAN CHANCELLOR

Mrs Vimbai Nyemba, a respected legal 
practitioner is the Chancellor of the 
Diocese of  Harare(CPCA). Her role as 
outlined in Acts of the Diocese is to 
advise the Bishop on all legal matters 
referred to him by the Registrar.She 
also sits as a judge or assessor in the 
Diocesan Court as directed by the 
Bishop and chairs the Zimbabwe 
Council of Churches (ZCC) Advisory 
Board. Mrs Nyemba has previously 
served as Deputy Registrar.

Born as Vimbai Shumba at Zvishavane Mine Hospital where her father 
worked Mrs Nyemba grew up in Mberengwa attending  Mbirashava and 
Musume Secondary School before proceding to Girls High School in 
Harare for 'A' levels  and then University of Zimbabwe where she 
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws (LLB) Honours Degree. After 
practising as a junior lawyer at various firms she established her own firm 
V Nyemba and Associates.

She once served as a councillor in the Law Society of Zimbabwe where 
she rose through the ranks to become Vice President in 2013 and later 
President in 2015.Mrs Nyemba is the current President of SADC Lawyers 
Association and a councillor of the Commonwealth Lawyers Association.

In August 2018 Mrs Nyemba served as a commissioner in the post 
election violence inquiry in Zimbabwe led by former South African 
President Kgalema Motlanthe. She currently chairs the Procurement 
Regulatory Authority of Zimbabwe (PRAZ). She has published a book 
entitled 'Women entreprenuership through procurement' about which her 
husband Dr. Engineer Wilson Nyemba from Nyanga, an Engineering 
lecturer and scholar said "Vimbai highlights how tenacity, determination 
and resilience  are tools which women should use to rise above obstacles 
thrown in their way by society.I unconditionally endorse this book"

The Nyembas, who worship at St Paul's Marlborough have two daughters 
Ashley and Amanda. Mrs Nyemba is also an active member of Mothers 
Union and her advice to young women is "Be passionate to pursue your 
dreams.Remember, with God nothing is impossible."

By John Masuku

3.

Mothers’ Union

Opened a bookshop on the ground floor of Paget House
where they sell Bibles, Hymn books, Christian books, MU 
material, clergy garments and many other diocesan branded
items. Call Direct line: 0242 254812  Cell: 0775 495 007 (Adm)
E-mail: muhrediocese1@gmail.com

GUILDS

Other Guilds include: Vabvuwi,   Bernard Mizeki,   St. Agnes,   St. Peter’s, 

Anglican Youth Association (AYA),   WSMA    and  Redeemed By Grace, 

Mrs Vimbai Nyemba
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MEET THE DIOCESAN EDUCATION SECRETARY

My name is Lazarus Kunatsa 
Nyatsanza. I was born in Mutasa 
District, Manicaland Province on 
13 April 1965. My role as 
education Secretary is to monitor 
and evaluate progress in schools 
against set bench marks. The 
benchmarks are spelt out in the 
schools strategic plans. Also we 
check on compliance in schools 
towards meeting mission and 
vision of the Diocese.I assist 
schools in linking them with 
schools within Zimbabwe and 
beyond. I am the link between the 
Diocese and Ministry of Primary 
and Secondary Education. Policy 
implementation evaluation is 
another of my key area 
responsibilities.

beating the national average pass 
rate of 84 per cent.

Our schools have greatly improved 
in infrastructure development and 
acquisition of capital goods .All 
Souls Langham purchased a truck, 
St Mark purchased a bus and a 
school truck, St Francis have 
constructed a state of. the art 
laboratory. 

Diocesan schools are faced with 
the challenge of not meeting the 
demand for boarding places.The 
Covid-19 pandemic disturbed 
learning in the schools but now on a 
recovery path.

We have plans to build two more 
boarding schools in the next five 
years.

The beauty of getting enrolled in 
Anglican schools is that one will be 
equipped with academic 
knowledge, life skills, as well as 
the moral aspect.

Lazarus Kunatsa Nyatsanza

4.

ANGLICAN UNIVERSITY IN ZIMBABWE (AUZ) 

is starting a new initiative of online skills training under a memorandum of
understanding with Empower Swiss  School of Public Health whereby
Empower will train people from various disciplines in Supply Chain issues.

ANGLICAN

UNIVERSITY
IN ZIMBABWE

Apud Deum Omnia Possibilia Contact: AUZ Acting Vice Chancellor Prof. Joseph J. Matowanyika on 0773924963.

I did my secondary education at St Augustine's High School Penanonga and went to the University of Zimbabwe 
where I acquired masters degrees  in  Education Management and Business Administration. I also hold diplomas 
in Human Resources and Project Monitoring and Evaluation. I was a head of school for seventeen years, Chief  
Executive Officer of Mutasa Rural District Council for two years, Director of Arise a non governmental 
organisation for three years.before moving to Harare I was  Education Secretary for the Diocese of Manicaland for 
seven years

My wife and I were blessed with 4 three daughters and one son and we  worship at St Francis Glen Norah where I 
am a church warden.
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The Diocese has 19 schools (7 high 
schools, 5 boarding , 2 day) 2 
secondary schools and 10 primary 
schools. 

Tour high schools have been 
performing exceptionally well 



POST LOCKDOWNS BERNARD MIZEKI 
PROMISES REVIVAL,RENEWAL

Rev Fr Edwin Selemani, 
Pilgrimage Chairperson 

I was appointed the Chairperson of the Bernard Mizeki Shrine 
Committee effective from 2 February 2022. I'm grateful for the 
opportunity to serve alongside all progressive Anglicans across the 
Anglican Communion in representation of the Bishop and the Diocese of 
Harare. 

In the midst of the many transitions, we've made over the last 2 years with 
the return to public worship after being subjected to various levels of 
Covid-19 induced lockdowns, and all other adjustments required by the 
pandemic, we give thanks to our bishops for their resilient leadership and 
for weathering the storm. We all now need to listen anew for how God is 
calling us in this particular year as Pilgrims. 

The Bernard Mizeki Pilgrimage theme for 2022 exhorts us to, “...Wait for 
it with Patience.” informed by Romans 8:25. Waiting with patience is a 
form of growth; for if we are not growing then we are dying. 

Theme for this year's celebrations is: English… Wait for it with 
patience   

5.

Bernard Mizeki Celebrations

Bernard Mizeki 2022 
17 - 19 June 2022

By Rev Fr Edwin Selemani, 
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MUSIC ACTIVITIES: 

The music platform is going to be a weave of many 
Anglican musical influences ranging from local and 
international choirs from visiting dioceses. Anglican 
music group and artists and Mission school choirs. 
The Music Chaplain Canon CV Marandu promises a 
well organised musical impression.

Exhibitions
Exhibitions are going to be in two categories; Church 
and Corporate. On the church side we will have 
among others; Mothers Union (regalia, liturgical, 
material and souvenirs centres) by each attending 
diocese, Bernard Mizeki Guild, Bernard Mizeki 
History and Art Centre, Anglican University desk and 
many more. On the corporate side different 
companies have booked to be available with their 
products

The Canon Missioner Canon Dr Dzikamayi 
Mundenda prepared a detailed programme of events 
which is available through parish leadership.

Covid- 19 precautionary measures will be strictly 
enforced while promoting worship and 
fellowship.

6.

Rev Canon Cleophas Marandu

Guest speaker 

Kumirira nemoyo murefu /Melela ulethemba (Rom.8:5)

Our guest speaker is The Right Reverend Vincente Msosa who is the 
current Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Niassa Mozambique in the 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa.  

He was born in Chuanga Mozambique on 18 February 1981, ordained into 
th priesthood in 2013 and consecrated Bishop on the 25of February 2017 by 

the Archbishop Thabo Makgoba. 

He is happily married to Mrs Anastacia Msosa with three children.

Dioceses expected
We are expecting the following dioceses; Harare, Masvingo, Central Zimbabwe, 
Manicaland, Matebeleland, Niassa Mozambique, Lebombo Mozambique and 
Angola. The Anglican dioceses of Johannesburg, Zimbabweans in Australia, 
Canada and the United States of America will be celebrating with us virtually. 

We are going to be having weekly interviews with Anglicans, clergy and laity 
across the Communion; which will be shared on our Facebook page and You Tube 
channel as a build-up to the much promising 2022 Bernard Mizeki celebrations.
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SORROW,GRIEF ENGULFS ANGLICAN PROVINCE OF CENTRAL AFRICA 
...AS THE BISHOP OF LUSAKA IS PROMOTED TO GLORY

The late Bishop Njovu 

The Archbishop of Central Africa, the Most Revd Albert Chama in announcing the  death of the the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Lusaka,the Rt Revd David Njovu offered thanks for the life and ministry of 
Bishop David.He also requested prayers for Mrs Noleen Njovu and family as well as for clergy and lay 
faithful in the national church in general and diocese of Lusaka in particular.

Meanwhile the Bishop of the Diocese of Harare the Rt Revd Farai Mutamiri issued the following 
condolence message.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE

The following  clergy appointments and movements were effected by  Bishop Farai Mutamiri recently

7.

Rev.  Alexander  Mahlava  

From Assistant Priest Cathedral to Rector Belvedere St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary  

01-Apr-
22

Rev.
 
Wisdom 

 
Changoza

 
From St. Andrew's Chipadze to Assistant Priest Cathedral

 

01-Apr-
22

Rev.

 
Giles

 
Gwasira

 
From Central Zimbabwe to Rector St. Andrew's Chipadze

 

01-Apr-
22

Rev.

 

Norman

 

Tembo

 

From Mazowe Church District to Mutoko Church District

 

01-Apr-
22

Rev. Brian Choto Kariba Church District
01-Jan-

22

Rev. Gwende Ngezvinei Shepard To join the Diocese of Winnipeg in Canada  
01-Jan-

22
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It is with deep sorrow that we advise you that, the church has lost a great man,a great vessel T. We thank 
God for his life and what he became to be for the church of God. May his soul rest in peace and rise in glory. 
He fought a good fight.'



The Emeritus Bishop of the Diocese of Harare, Jonathan Siyachitema died yesterday the 6th of May 2022 at his 
home in Marlborough, Harare.

Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema was born in 1935 and did part of his education at Sarum College. He was 
ordained a Deacon and a Priest under the Diocese of Matabeleland in the early 70s. 

Between the year 1974 to 1978, he served as the  Archdeacon in the Diocese of Matabeleland and later became 
the Dean of St John's Cathedral, Cathedral from 1978 to 1981. 

When the Dioceses of Manicaland and of Lundi (now Central Zimbabwe) were formed in 1981, Manicaland 
from Mashonaland and Lundi from Matabeleland, that was when Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema became a 
Bishop. He was consecrated and enthroned by then Provincial Primate and Archbishop of Central Africa, 
Walter Khotso Makulu who was also the Diocesan Bishop of Botswana. 

Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema served in the Diocese of Lundi from 1981 to 1995 before he was translated to the 
Diocese of Harare after the Electoral college failed to produce a Bishop. He was succeeded in the Diocese of 
Lundi by Bishop Titus Zhenje who later died in 1998.

Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema was Enthroned at the Cathedral of Saint Mary's and All Saints on 11th of 
February in 1996. He served in the Diocese from 1996 to 2000. After his retirement in 2000, he was succeeded 
by Dr Nolbert Kunonga who later formed his own church in 2007 before he was excommunicated.

Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema once served as one of the commissioners for the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC). He was also a Board member of the Zimpapers.

There was a requiem mass on Tuesday 10th May 2022 at 1400hrs at the Cathedral of Saint Mary's and All 
Saints. His body was scheduled for burial rest at Saint Mary's Cemetery in Chitungwiza at 1400hrs.

At his time of death, he had lost his beloved wife Rose and other very close family members to the COVID-19 
since 2020.

Courtesy: Diocese of Harare(CPCA)

The Emeritus Bishop of the Diocese of Harare dies.
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9.

Church facilitators who graduated from the Diocese Savings 

Groups M inistry posing for a photo.... 

 
 

Recent Events

BISHOP’S MOUNT

Mrs  Maud Marengereke recently retired 
a s  t h e  D i o c e s a n  P a s t o r a l  C a r e  
Coordinator. 

She writes. During my tenure I worked 
with various communities in both urban 
and rural areas. Most exciting was working 
with the HIV affected and infected as well 
as community leaders whom I had become 
familiar with through my low input 
gardening programmes and other 
IGAs.Twenty wellness groups are actively 
operational.

I wish for the continued implementation of 
all the programmes that I introduced at 
various parishes and schools in the 
diocese.

There is dire need for the involvement of 
men and youths in all these programmes" 
Youths are the backborn of our society and 
t h e y  m a y  e n s u r e  o w n e r s h i p  o f 
programmes in our communities.

As I retire on 30th April 2022 I say thank 
you to  the Bishop, Diocesan Secretary,all 
heads of schools and rectors,the focal 
persons,facilitators, learners,communities 
and parishioners at the various stations that 
she worked with and wished them well in 
continuing from where I left.

Retired Bishop Chad Nicholas Gandiya visited Bishop's Mount  
 Centre ( Left to Right Mr P Mahari Trustee, Mr N Mhlanga, Chair 
o f  Board of  Trustees,  Retired  Bishop Chad Gandiya, Bishop F   
 Mutamiri, Rev Fr SR Doma Diocesan Secretary , Very Rev Fr  
J BM Mudowaya  Dean and Mr  S Nyarupanga Chair of the 
S tanding Committee.
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Bishop Farai Mutamiri with the Dean of Cathedral, The Very Rev J. Mudowaya 

together with members of the Savings Group Ministry.



BISHOP GAUL
COLLEGE
HARARE

THEOLOGY

11 THORNBURG AVENUE, MOUNT PLEASANT, HARARE  NOW OPEN 

FOR ALL AT BISHOP GAUL 
COLLEGE: OFFERING THE
FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:-

* Certificate In Theology 
  (2 semesters)
* Diploma In Theology 
  (4 Semesters)
* Diploma In Theology 
  & Practical Studies 
  (6 semesters)
* Diploma In Chaplaincy 
  (2 Semesters: (1st semester
  starts 28 Aug to 7 Dec 2021)

CERTIFICATE 
& DIPLOMA

IN CHAPLAINCY

ENROLLMENT IS 
NOW IN PROGRESS

Some Core Courses: * Old & New Testament * Theology
* Chaplaincy * Conflict Resolution * Homiletics * Church History

Contact: Rev. Canon C. Marandu : 0772 529 430  Rev. Fr. K. Kajakata : 0772 6722 512   e-mail: bishopgaulcollege@gmail.com

10.

My parents were originally Dutch Reformers from Buhera but left then 
Rhodesia for political reasons . The Dutch Reformed Church in Kitwe 
preached in Chichewa which was complicated for us who were fluent in 
Bemba.

My late dad was a ZIPRA cadre who later became a born again Christian. 
The church there was beautiful and I felt part of that family.When I came 
to Zimbabwe on Dec 17 1980 I found it difficult to integrate with the sister 
churches in here.

I shall not say more but to emphasize that I am now a fully committed 
member of the Anglican Church which I will serve until my dying day. My 
daughter Sarudzai Zhanje and her two year old daughter Chiyevo Auya-
Zuri were also baptized on the same day.

I wish to thank Hilda Masuka for the encouragement and many other pple 
is too.

I have always been a Christian and tried to live by those values and hence 
looking forward to yet more exciting church programmes  like media and 
publicity

Testimony

Saturday April 16 marked a new 
chapter of my life as an Anglican 
congregant. I have experienced 
inner peace since I started 
attending St Stephens Church 
which is an outstation of St Peters 
Mabelreign in Meyrick Park. The 
drumming part of the music by 
the choir constantly reminds me 
of United Church of Zambia, 
where I also was a youth choir 
member who sang in Bemba.

My mind never wondered into 
outer space like I always did. I 
was a day dreamer and would 
sometimes drift into the land of 
nod... sleeping and snoring.

Ropafadzo Mapimhidze

"I'm so relieved to be baptised in the Anglican Church"  

...writes senior journalist Ropafadzo Mapimhidze (61), recently 
baptised together with her daughter and grandchild by Rev Fr Noel 
Magaya at St Peter's Mabelreign on Easter Saturday. Educated and 
trained in Zambia, Ropafadzo has worked as a reporter and feature 
writer for The Herald, Newsday as well as VOA Studio 7. Here is 
Ropafadzo's testimony.
.
I had been on a roller coaster hopping, skipping and jumping from 
one church to the other for so many years but never got the inner 
peace that I longed for. I always left church service feeling much 
worse with a detachment feeling. I was a troubled and tortured soul.

 I had visited St Paul's Anglican 
Church in Marlborough on the 
invitation of my neighbours 
Nyasha and Watson Takaedza. In 
so so many occasions I warmed 
up to the congregants and the late 
Rev Fr Sifelani. I enjoyed his 
sermons which were practical 
because I could relate with what 
he was preaching about.
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Mrs Gusha sets up MU in Palma, Spain

Mrs Caroline Gusha wife to Rev.Fr Dr Isheanesu Gusha former Dean of the Cathedral of St Mary and All 
Saints in Harare has introduced the first Mother's Union group at Palma, Spain where Rev Dr Gusha is now 
Vicar.

Mrs Gusha initially teamed up with congregants with MU experience from their different home countries 
then motivated others to join. Before,  the Women's Institute was the dominant group. 

The Diocese of Europe  Mothers Union 
representative Rev Deborah Chapman who is 
based in St Georges Church, Barcelona  
preached at the MU inauguration service and 
gave great encouragement for this new 
experience at the  church.

The new members in Palma were sworn in and 
received their pins and handbook from Mrs Toni 
Chandler the President of the Mothers Union in 
Europe.  

"The morning was finished  by sharing lunch 
and the joy of this new chapter in our lives and in 
the Palma Church. Twelve members were 
admitted and Caroline was welcomed to the new 
branch as the branch leader" reported the Palma 
publication.
 
By John Masuku, Editor

11.

FROM OUR DIASPORA 
AMBASSADORS
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Rev Fr Chirau 

Our lives need purification 

“No pain no gain.” This is a favorite saying for many.  It is like gold 
which is purified in fire.  Its true value can only be seen when one gets 
rid of its impurities.  Gold has to undergo intense heat in order to bring 
out its true worth, value and beauty.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Rev Fr Chirau

12.

Death notices
Rev  Fr Mafararikwa lost his mother on 3 April. She was staying in Kambuzuma and had been ill for 
quite a while.
 
Mr. Jafali Loudon  the former caretaker of Bernard Mizeki Shrine passed away on 15th March 2022 at 
his rural home in Murewa. 

Sekuru Mahlava father to Rev Fr Alexander Mahlava of St Elizabeth of Hungary, Belvedere passed 
away in February .

The Trumpet / May-August 2022

Like gold, our lives need to be purified in order for us to see the beauty in each and every one of us.  Lent was a 
period of purification in which we underwent the intense heat meant to remove the impurities of sin, 
selfishness and many other negative vices that diminish our value as human beings created in the image of 
God.

How do we do this?  We undergo this intense heat of purification by responding to the call to repentance. Our 
Lenten Season began with a call to repentance to rend our hearts to God.  The prophet Joel says, “Even now 
says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.  Render your 
hearts, not your garments and return to the Lord.” (Joel 2:12).

It is through this process of repentance that we go through the heat in order to be purified.  It is not easy to let go 
of the old self and of old habits. It is not easy to discipline the flesh through fasting and denying one of 
luxurious we are used to.  It is not easy to focus on the other than on oneself through almsgiving.  All these are 
meant to purify us, and to bring the best out us  and thus celebrated Easter as a new people dedicated wholly to 
the service of God.

For Christ, glory did not come on a silver platter.  Glory came through suffering and pain and his ultimate 
sacrifice which was death.  We cannot speak of the resurrection without that sacrifice.  Last month as we drew 
closer to Easter, we may have asked ourselves ask ourselves, “Have we gone through the time of purification 
so that can celebrate the resurrection?”

Rev Fr. Fortune Chirau

Retired Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema former Bishop of the Diocese Harare died on the evening of 
Friday 6th May 2022 at his home in Marlborough. “Please remember his family in your prayers. May 
his soul rest in eternal peace and rise again in glory” said Bishop Farai Mutamiri in his condolence 
message. In 2021 five members of Bishop Siyachitema’s immediate  family succumbed to Covid-19.



Canon Dr Dzikamayi Mundenda

13.

The Anglican church traditionally is episcopalian, which means it is led by the episcopacy, (Bishop) not 
the presbytery or congregational principles. The Right Reverend (The Rt Rev), the title of the bishop 
reflects the episcopacy. This is the Bishop of the diocese. Eusebius, as used today call episcopacy the 
single authority figure of the diocese contrary to the presbytery (eldership). Thus, the bishop is the senior 
member of the clergy consecrated to oversee the work of the diocese, ordains the priests and deacons who 
serve under him.  The “Bishop” is the chief shepherd in the diocesan ministry and the chief administrator 
of the diocese and all its structures. The second title is “The Very Rev”. The title is accorded to the rector 
of the cathedral. The other title is the “Venerable” which refers to the archdeacon in charge of an area or 
jurisdiction of the diocese. The Acts of the Diocese of Harare state “that an archdeacon is an individual 
appointed by the bishop in terms of the canons of this province and any duly appointed priest authorized 
by the bishop to perform archidiaconal functions in the absence or incapacity of the archdeacon.” The 
incumbent therefore assists the bishop in pastoral care and administration. Some circles would call them, 
“the extended eyes of the bishop.

When it comes to the title Rector, he/she is the chief administrator and incumbent, the official and 
officeholder, appointee of the parish. The incumbent is appointed by the Bishop in line with the Acts of the 
Diocese of Harare to preside over Holy communion, offer absolution, baptizes, hears confessions and any 
other duties as assigned by the bishop and other leaders above him. The Deacon a member of the clergy 
made to proclaim the Gospel, assists at the Holy Communion, and to call the church – by word and 
example – to its ministry of service and healing.

The office of a Canon refers to either a priest elected in the cathedral chapter or as honorary titles for 
clergy or lay persons for long or distinguished services to the church.

All in all, the Anglican church recognizes the three orders of ministry; these are the Bishop, Priest, and 
deacons. All the other lie in the laity category. The term laity refers to any man or woman who is not a 
bishop, priest, or deacon and are part of the church. There are some offices/responsibilities that lay people 
can hold. However, this article does not have space for all now. We shall refer more titles in the next 
episodes.  In conclusion, I tried to explain the titles to understand the people, roles and functions in the 
church, their relations to other members of clergy or laity and the role they partake in. 

FROM THE CANON MISSIONER'S DESK  

Ecclesiastical Names and Titles- By Canon Dr Dzikamayi 
Mundenda
Like any other circular organization, the church officials and office 
bearers have titles. A good understanding of the titles, their meaning 
and function accorded each office bearer serves great in appreciating 
the person. Titles given to the holder of any job help to make sense of 
the job description, the ecclesiastical roles in the very fewest words 
as possible. Brie Reynolds explains, “Job titles can matter in both 
your current job and in how they may influence your future 
opportunities.” Thus, the titles become the core at the workplaces or 
workshops. Which titles are used in the Anglican church worthy 
understanding in order to reflect upon their appropriate functions?
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